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Section One 

The implementation of the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 

2000 -2006, followed by the National Childcare Investment Programme 

2006 – 2010, and the current National Strategic Plan 2011-2013 Early 

Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programmes has resulted in 

unprecedented developments of the Early Childhood Care and Education 

sector in Ireland. 

Much progress has been made in recent years and my department hopes 

to continue to further develop policies and services for children and 

young people over the coming years.  City/County Childcare Committees 

locally have played an important role in mapping services, filling gaps, 

supporting ECCE services to develop quality practice, including the 

delivery of local ECCE Programmes on behalf of my department. 

Over the past decade, Roscommon County Childcare Committee has 

been instrumental in supporting the development of ECCE services 

throughout County Roscommon.  This publication is a great resource for 

anyone interested in accessing ECCE, Childminding services and Parent 

and Toddler Groups in County Roscommon.  The contributions from 

these services to this publication have made this a wonderful and visual 

masterpiece of the childcare sector.  My congratulations to all involved in 

this publication. 

On behalf of my department, I would like to take this opportunity to 

congratulate Roscommon County Childcare Committee on their 10th 

Anniversary and to acknowledge the dedication of all board and staff 

members, childcare providers and other agencies who work on the 

ground with the aim of ensuring excellence in the provision of Early 

Childhood Care and Education. 

Both I as Minister and my department look forward to continuing to work 

closely with you in County Roscommon for the advancement of Early 

Childhood Care and Education services both locally and nationally. 

Frances Fitzgerald 
Minister Frances Fitzgerald, TD 

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 

Foreword from Minister for Children & Youth Affairs
Frances Fitzgerald TD



As Roscommon County Childcare Committee celebrate our 10th 

Anniversary as an organisation I want to thank my fellow members on 

the board of RCCC, past board members and staff, agencies both locally 

and nationally who support our work in the Early Childhood Care and 

Education sector.  I also want to thank childcare services in County 

Roscommon, who on a daily basis strive to continue to provide quality 

Early Childhood Care and Education services for our young children. 

I wish to thank our local member agencies who have supported us in 

delivering on our objectives for their ongoing support and partnership 

approach and to the staff at the Department of Children & Youth Affairs 

(DCYA) and Pobal.

With so much strategic planning by the DCYA, the 33 City & County 

Childcare Committees and National Childcare Voluntary Organisations, 

it is heartening to see the new National Childcare Strategic Plan 2011-

2013 launched recently which culminates all of the wonderful work being 

carried out in the childcare sector by so many people on both a local and 

national level. We still have many challenges ahead and I hope that we 

can continue to build on the wonderful achievements of our organisation 

to date. 

I would like to pay special tribute to the wonderful staff team of RCCC 

under the leadership of Ms. Irene Cafferky, Manager.  Their enthusiasm 

and dedication in a fast changing environment has had positive many 

outcomes for the sector and also for the young children and families in 

our county. 

I hope you find this publication a useful resource and thank everyone 

who contributed in any way to its compilation. 

Bernadette Morris
Chairperson, Roscommon County Childcare Committee

Reflection from Chairperson
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Here at Roscommon County Childcare Committee we are committed 

to ensuring that we adopt a child-centred pedagogical approach in 

implementing our strategic plan which contributes to the development of 

high quality, accessible, affordable childcare in County Roscommon. We 

will continue to play an essential role through the implementation of our 

strategic plan 2011-2013. We will continue to identify local childcare needs 

and support applicants to maximise funding opportunities afforded by 

the National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP) through the various 

Early Childhood Care and Education national schemes.  

We will continue to be a leading source of excellence in the field of Early 

Childhood Care & Education and will carry out our work in a collaborative 

and co-ordinated manner. As a sub-committee of the Roscommon 

County Development Board (RCDB), the RCCC is directly linked to the 

development and implementation of RCDB strategic plans in relation to 

childcare for the County.

How we deliver Early Childhood Services has changed dramatically over 

the last 10 years. For the first time we now have a universal free pre-school 

year for all children which they are entitled to avail of in the year before 

they begin formal primary school education.  The Early Childhood Care 

and Education Scheme (ECCE), Community Childcare Subvention Scheme 

(CCS) and the Childcare Employment and Training Support Scheme 

(CETS) are all important supports for families who wish to access quality 

and affordable childcare services. This, together with the rollout of Síolta, 

The National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education which is 

the first nationally agreed set of standards for Early Childhood Education 

in Ireland and is welcomed as a guide for quality in service delivery and 

professional pedagogical practice. 

In conclusion, we wish to celebrate our achievements to date in the Early 

Childhood Care and Education sector and acknowledge the cooperation 

and dedication of all childcare services who work closely with us here 

in the offices of RCCC. They continue to inspire us with their dedication 

to providing a quality early childhood experience for all of the children 

in their care. Finally, let us imagine the great expertise we can utilise 

to continue to make a significant contribution to the lives of children 

and families locally, regionally and nationally through our pedagogical 

practice.

Irene Cafferky
Manager, Roscommon County Childcare Committee

Key Message from Manager 
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This section focuses the origins of the Roscommon County Childcare Committee.  However, for a detailed timeline of some policies, legislation, 
developments & actions that impacted on the Early Childhood Care & Education sector in Ireland over the last twenty years see Appendix 1.  

The origins of Roscommon County Childcare Committee date back to the mid nineties when the Irish Preschool 

Playgroup Association (IPPA) and the Western Health Board (WHB) came together to develop the Mobile Play 

Service in an effort to increase the members of Pre-school facilities within County Roscommon.  

Funding for the Mobile Play Service was sourced for a three year project to provide such a service in County 

Roscommon. The WHB provided the Mobile Play Bus and Equipment, and the Irish Preschool Play Association 

(IPPA) funded staffing costs.  It operated four days a week, delivering a 2 hour session, once a week, in 

different communities throughout the county. The project also supported parents to take over the running of 

the playschool, and to take over the running of parent and toddler groups.  The Mobile Play Service operated a 

loan-kit scheme whereby a number of items of equipment could be borrowed for six months in the initial start 

up of playgroups and parent and toddler clubs after the Mobile Service had left.  In addition a grant from the 

WHB enabled the purchase of suitable equipment.    A number of the parent and toddler groups who used this 

service went on to form community playgroups.

In 1997 a Health Promotion Western Health Board initiative facilitated discussions with statutory and voluntary agencies in County Roscommon with an 

interest in the welfare of children which resulted in the formation of two groups.  The first was Welfare of Children, whose main aim of this group was to 

consider objectives concerning the welfare of children.  The objective of the second group Putting Children First, was to reflect on current child protection 

practice and how to progress in this area.  The above groups were concerned with identifying how best to deliver effective services to children and families 

in County Roscommon, building on existing services, acknowledging gaps and the unmet needs of the community.  The work of these two groups led to 

the formation of the County Roscommon Initiative In Strategic Planning (CRIISP), who drew its membership from key stakeholders in the statutory and 

voluntary section. The group focused on early childhood development 0-6 years (RCCC, 2001).

History of Roscommon County 
Childcare Committee (RCCC)

1995 – 1998:  The Mobile Play Bus Service

1997 - 2001:  County Roscommon Initiative In Strategic Planning (CRIISP) 



The Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform initiative in 1999 to develop both county and 

national childcare structures for 0-14 year olds, was a timely injection to expand on Roscommon’s 

local initiative.  In the establishment phase of the Roscommon County Childcare Committee it was 

agreed that the CRIISP Committee would become a sub-committee of the County Childcare Committee 

and would continue to focus on the 0-6 year olds.  The County Committee agreed to the formation of 

a second sub-committee CRIISP 2 to focus on the needs of the 7+ age group.  Both sub committees 

were represented on the Roscommon County Childcare Committee (RCCC, 2001).

Roscommon County Childcare Committee (RCCC) was established in May 2000 comprising of 

representatives of key stakeholders in childcare in the county from the statutory and voluntary 

sectors.  The guidelines as set out by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (2000: 2) 

highlight the Mission Statement of City and County Childcare Committees:

Roscommon County Childcare Committee developed a 2001 – 2006 strategic plan for the county.  It addressed the rights and needs of children between 

the ages of 0-14 years and their families, including childcare needs across the County.  The Committee inherited a very valuable body of work carried 

out by CRIISP – the County Roscommon Initiative in Strategic Planning, which had been active in the development of an holistic, integrated and multi 

disciplinary approach since 1997.  This model was adopted and developed further by RCCC to cover the full 0-14 age range (RCCC, 2011).

The Government’s National Childcare Policy has assigned County / Area Childcare Committees as the key component in the development of 

a co-ordinated approach to quality childcare.  Their strategic focus is to advance the provision of quality childcare.  The role and function of 

County Childcare Committees is in addition to other existing support and advisory services (Statutory and Non Statutory) and is expected to 

reinforce, enhance and provide a co-ordination mechanism at county level. 

That National Childcare Census Report, 1999 – County Roscommon report sought to establish the extent of group childcare facilities catering for 0-12 year 

olds within the county, the level of services offered and the number of children being catered for.  They found very little provision outside Roscommon 

Town and Boyle, and in some of the more rural areas, service provision was extremely poor.  Among the issues to be addressed were standards of training 

and qualification of childcare workers, low wages, wide use of students and volunteers, and questions about the quality of services, limited provision for 

children under 1 year and after school, the transport problems in accessing services, and the negligible involvement of employers in service development  

(RCCC, 2001).

In 1999 the CRIISP Committee held a two day workshop which focused on the then current level of childcare services in Roscommon and the subsequent 

report from the workshop helped chart the needs for future developments.  

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
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2000 The Establishment of Roscommon County Childcare Committee



According to RCCC’s 2001 – 2006 Plan, 579 children were reported to be in attendance in childcare services in Co. Roscommon.  According to the 

templates returned to RCCC from childcare services for the Childcare Publication, shows that 1822 children were enrolled in childcare services in Co. 

Roscommon (RCCC, 2001).

The RCCC Strategic Plan 2001-2006 was the result of two year’s research and planning work (1999 – 2001) undertaken by RCCC and the CRIISP group.  

This strategic plan addressed the rights and needs of children 0-14 years and their families, including childcare needs across the County.  The research 

involved consultation with children, families, service providers and others working in the interest of children within the county. 

The 2001 – 2006 RCCC Strategic Plan identified the central role of RCCC as co-ordinating the Early Childhood Care and Education sector locally, and 

making sure that resources are secured for those who provide childcare services in the county (RCCC, 2001)

The development of this RCCC’s Strategic Plan 2007 - 2010 was undertaken in three key stages:          
1) Strategic mapping exercise

2) Consultation and strategic planning with representatives of RCCC stakeholders, providers and workshops with members of RCCC Committee.

3) The development of strategic aims and objectives.  

The aims in this Strategic Plan were based upon the aims as set out in the National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP), while the objectives are 

based upon the findings of the Strategic Planning consultation process.  Between 2000 and 2010 the work of Roscommon County Childcare Committee 

and that of the other 32 City and County Childcare Committees in Ireland has been guided primarily by two national programmes, the Equal Opportunities 

Childcare Programme (2000-2006) and the National Childcare Investment Programme (2006-2011) (RCCC, 2007)

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
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Strategic Plan 2001-2006 

Strategic Plan 2007-2010

Roscommon County Childcare Committee’s Strategic 
Planning 2001 – 2010



The role of the Board is to act as the strategic management group for the 

County Childcare Strategy and to exercise quality control and oversight 

of its implementation.  The Local Implementation Plan forms the basis of 

the mechanism through which the strategy is implemented.  Therefore, it 

is the role of the Committee to approve the Local Implementation Plan, 

to monitor its progress, to address barriers to its implementation and to 

make adjustments and alterations where considered necessary.

RCCC is a sub-committee of Roscommon County Development Board 

(RCDB) and the Chairperson of RCCC is a Board Member of RCDB.  

Roscommon County Childcare Committee participates in a sub committee 

of the RCDB namely the Social Inclusion Measures group of the CDB (SIM) 

and is represented by the Manager of RCCC on SIM.  

The annual work plan of Roscommon County Childcare Committee Ltd 

(RCCC) is endorsed by the Roscommon County Development Board (RCDB) 

which facilitates linkages and interagency work between the County 

Childcare Committee and other relevant local agencies, organisations 

and groups. 

The RCCC Local Childcare Implementation Plan is linked to the Roscommon 

County Development Board Strategic Plan, Objective 19: “To ensure that 

children & their families have access to good quality affordable childcare 

services and advance the provision of quality childcare services in County 

Roscommon through the development of an integrated strategy for 

childcare provision”. (RCDB, 2001:53)
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Role of the Roscommon County Childcare Committee Board & Sub Structures

Where Roscommon County Childcare Committee are 
now...Roles & Strategic Planning 

Roscommon County Childcare Committee Staff

left to right, back row: Carmel Dunne, Irene Cafferky, Martina Towey,

left to right, front row: Helena McArdle, Jean Kelly
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Role of the Roscommon County Childcare Committee Board & Sub Structures

RCCC Organisational Chart

Roscommon County Childcare Committee Board

Manager
 Strategic, Project, Team & Operational Management

Human Resources 
& Staffing Sub Committee

Executive Finance 
& Management Sub 

Committee

Training, Childminding, 
Equality & Diversity

Sub Committee

Project Evaluation Sub 
Committee (PESC)

Childcare 
Development Officer Administrator Childminder 

Advisory Officer Clerical Assistant Childcare 
Development Officer
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Section One 

Current Board Membership

Committee 
Member

Officer Role on 
Board of RCCC

RCCC Sub 
Committee Role

Representative 
Organisation

Bernie Morris                              Chairperson Training, Childminding, Equality & Diversity Sub 
Committee Chairperson 

Roscommon FÁS

Mary Mullins Vice Chairperson Executive & Finance Sub Committee Member
Staffing & HR Sub Committee

 Roscommon Co. Council
/CDB

Bernie Kearney Secretary Executive & Finance Sub Committee Member Training, 
Childminding, Equality & Diversity Sub Committee 
Member
PESC Sub Committee Member

Roscommon Community 
Forum

Louise Ward        Treasurer Executive & Finance Sub Committee Member
PESC Sub Committee Member
Staffing & HR Sub Committee

County Enterprise Board

Sinéad Devine Staff Liaison Officer Executive & Finance Sub Committee Member
Staffing & HR Sub Committee

Parent Representative

Kate Walshe                     Monitoring & Evaluation Executive & Finance Sub Committee Member HSE CRIISP 

Helen Cosgrove            Training, Childminding, Equality & Diversity Sub 
Committee Member

Private Providers 
Representative

Des Curley          Training, Childminding, Equality & Diversity Sub 
Committee Member

Community Providers 
Representative

Mary Dwyer Community Childcare 
Providers

Bernie Downes        Training, Childminding, Equality & Diversity Sub 
Committee Member

Traveller Representative

Áine Hanly-Wynne Private Providers 
Representative
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Current Board Membership cont.

Committee 
Member

Officer Role on 
Board of RCCC

RCCC Sub 
Committee Role

Representative 
Organisation

Rita Melia National Voluntary 
Childcare Organisations 
(NVCO’s)

Kathy Ewing                                           Training, Childminding, Equality & Diversity Sub 
Committee Member

Roscommon Integrated 
Development Company

Gloria Bohan Trade Union 
Representative

Susan Madden Brothers of Charity

Caitlín Conneely Executive & Finance Sub Committee Member Roscommon Co. Council
/CDB

Bernie Morris Mary Mullins Bernie Kearney Louise Ward        Sinéad Devine Kate Walshe Helen Cosgrove Des Curley 

Mary Dwyer Áine 
Hanly-Wynne 

Rita Melia Kathy Ewing                                           Gloria Bohan Susan Madden Caitlín ConneelyBernie Downes



Following on from the two previous national childcare programmes (EOCP & NCIP), RCCC have adapted the National Strategic Plan 2011-2013: Early 

Childhood Care &  Education Programmes and its key components to develop a yearly local childcare implementation plan.  The purpose of this is to meet 

the local needs of the Early Childhood Care & Education  sector in County Roscommon.

Below are the five key objectives of Roscommon County Childcare Committee’s three-year Strategic Plan (2011 – 2013):

To1.  develop comprehensive ECCE supports, infrastructure and services where the holistic well-being, needs and rights of children and families 

are fundamental.  

To enhance quality Early Childhood Education and Care and School-Age provision2. 

To consolidate investment in the sector in order to support the continuing development of a stable, integrated and sustainable 3. 

infrastructure

Through ongoing professional development, build on the capacity of the ECCE sector to enhance and develop quality ECCE services for 4. 

children and their families

To ensure effective and transparent collaboration, communication and consultation by all stakeholders involved in childhood care and 5. 

education; optimising resources to support the implementation of the Early Childhood Care and Education strategy (DCYA, 2011)

Through these objectives RCCC will:

Objective 1:  Effectively and efficiently implement OMCYA funded schemes/grants in County Roscommon.

Objective 2: Facilitate and co-ordinate the local development of quality childcare services, promoting their sustainability and extending the 

capacity of the sector in County Roscommon.

Objective 3: Support the enhancement of quality in early childhood care and education and school-age provision in County Roscommon and 

support on-going professional development of the local workforce.

Objective 4: With reference to national objectives, develop a 3-year Implementation Framework for local early childhood care and education 

services.

Objective 5: With reference to national objectives, participate with other CCCs and stakeholders in developing and delivering 3 year implementation 

framework for national or collaborative initiatives

Objective 6: Participate in relevant structures towards ensuring effective collaboration, communication and consultation by stakeholders on 

early childhood education and care and school-age agenda (RCCC, 2011).
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Section One 

Roscommon County Childcare Committee Strategic Plan 2011-2013



RCCC is committed to ensuring that it adopts a child-centred pedagogical approach in implementing its strategic plan that contributes to the 
development of high quality accessible, affordable childcare in County Roscommon. RCCC aim:

Through the implementation of its strategic plan 2011-2013 RCCC plays an essential role locally in identifying local childcare needs & supporting •	

applicants to maximise funding opportunities afforded by the NCIP through the various schemes.  Building upon the previous childcare strategies, 

RCCC will continue to be a leading source of excellence in the field of childcare and will carry out its work in a collaborative, co-ordinated manner. 

As a sub -committee of the Roscommon County Development Board (RCDB), the RCCC is directly linked to the development and implementation of 

CDB strategies for the County.

To be the lead local agency in County Roscommon to deliver Early Childhood Care & Education Programmes on behalf of Department of Children •	

and Youth Affairs (DCYA)  

To support all Childcare Services including community, private, childminding & parent & toddler groups locally in all aspects of the delivery of •	

their services i.e quality & practice, governance & HR, training, funding schemes, one to one support visits, Síolta & Aistear, Capacity building, 

sustainability, networking and county training strategy linked to Workforce Development Plan

To support Parents & Families•	

Continue to be a one stop shop for Early Childhood Care & Education (ECCE) in County Roscommon (RCCC, 2011)•	

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
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RCCC staff continue to assist the Manager to implement  the Roscommon County Childcare Committee’s (RCCC) annual work programme through yearly 

action plans and assists with the development of quality childcare services for the County.  In all aspects of their work, the staff of RCCC work collaboratively 

with, and link effectively to all other agencies with a remit in the area of childcare (e.g. National Childcare Investment Programme, Department of Children 

and Youth Affairs (DCYA), Pobal, HSE, Department of Social Protection, National Childcare Voluntary Organisations, Early Years Education and Policy Unit 

for the purposes of promoting effective policies, quality services and maximum impact. 

Roscommon County Childcare Committee will continue to support all key stakeholders that is, 29 Community Childcare services, 28 Private Childcare 

services, 39 Childminders, 18 Parent & Toddler Groups, Parents, Children and their Families. Over the last 10 years, RCCC has supported the Early 

Childhood Care and Education sector and will continue to do so, under 5 major areas: 

1.  Developing and Sustaining
2.  Enhancing
3.  Communicating
4.  Collaborating
5.  Supporting

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
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Section One 

Work carried out by Roscommon County Childcare 
Committee between 2001-2011

Over the last 10 years RCCC has assisted Childcare Providers in the development, preparation and submission of funding applications under the Equal 

Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP) and the National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP) and other local & national initiatives such as Parent 

& Toddler grants and Childminder grants.  

In 2001, as childcare providers sought capital funding RCCC staff initiated a trip to Limerick to look at models of childcare and capital funded childcare 

projects. This trip gave the childcare providers who were planning purpose build childcare projects ideas on planning and layout of childcare centres.  

Since 2001, RCCC has supported childcare providers through the process of funding applications, committee management, human resource management, 

planning & design and has also acted in an advisory capacity to all childcare services.  

1.    Developing and  Sustaining the Early Childhood Care & Education Sector



Going forward, the main focus of our Local Childcare Implementation Plan will be the support work associated with the Early Childhood Care and Education 

Scheme (ECCE), the Community Childcare Subvention Scheme (CCS) and the Childcare Employment and Training Scheme (CETS). Through the Parent & 

Toddler Initiative, RCCC will also support and administer the Parent and Toddler Grants (PTG). Childminders will be supported through our Childminding 

Initiative and Implementation of a Voluntary Notification System for Childminders in collaboration with HSE, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs 

and Pobal.   RCCC staff support childcare services to apply to all 3 National Childcare schemes, submit fees policies and calendars, complete income 

& expenditure exercises and electronic returns and respond to all queries relating to all National Childcare schemes.  They support parents’ queries in 

relation to any childcare schemes including the ECCE, CETS and CCS schemes, and support them to access the above schemes, and liaise with childcare 

services and the relevant governmental agencies to achieve this objective.

Funding Report 2002 – 2011 for County Roscommon. 
Approved Grants to Community and Private Childcare Services, Childminders, and Parent & Toddler Groups

1. Success in approval of CAPITAL FUNDING under the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP).
 In total RCCC supported 36 childcare services in the capital funding application process which culminated in projects being approved capital funding 

to a total of €6, 995,986.00 under the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP)

2. Success in approval of STAFFING GRANTS under the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP).
 In total RCCC supported 21 childcare services in the funding application process which culminated in projects being approved capital funding to a 

total of €3,543,381 under the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP)

3. Success in approval of EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION (ECCE) FUNDING under the National Early Childhood Care and Education 
Programme. 
Since the commencement of the Early Childhood Care and Education scheme approximately €3.2 million has been paid out to date in County 

Roscommon under the ECCE programme.  During 2011, RCCC supported 773 children from 52 childcare services in accessing the ECCE scheme.

4. Success in approval of COMMUNITY CHILDCARE SUBVENTION (CCS) FUNDING under the National Early Childhood Care and Education Programme 
2008-2010. In total RCCC supported 22 childcare services in the CCS funding application process which culminated in projects being approved 

subvention funding to a total of €2,392,446

5. Success in approval of CHILDCARE EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING SUPPORT SCHEME FUNDING under the National Early Childhood Care and 
Education Programme. In total RCCC supported 13 childcare services in the Community Employment Training Scheme (CETS) funding application 

process which culminated in  projects being approved CETS funding to a total of €237,180 (from September 2010 – August 2011)
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Gaps in Childcare Provision:  RCCC staff assist in the development of a range of new services by identifying gaps in provision (e.g. school-age childcare, 

breakfast clubs, Parent & Toddler groups), and identify possible Childcare Providers who might fill those gaps in line with RCCC Strategic Plan. One way 

to identify gaps is through RCCC’s Childcare Census forms.  Gaps may also be in the form of the Workforce Development Plan as part of the ECCE scheme.  

RCCC support pre-developed Early Childhood Care and Education services, childminders, and parent and toddler groups to set up in County Roscommon.  

This is done through on-site support visits in which information on all aspects of this process are addressed.  

6. Success in approval of CHILDMINDING INITIATIVE FUNDING under the National Early Childhood Care and Education Programme
A total of €120,000 under the Childminding Initiative Funding was approved between 2002 and 2007.  Since 2003, a total of €73,557 of Childminder 

Development Grant Scheme (CDG) funding was approved.  Therefore, the total funding approved for County Roscommon under the under the 

Childminding Initiative was €193, 557.  In 2010, the Childminding Development Grant funding was discontinued nationally.  As a result of this, not all 

monies approved were drawn down.  

7. Success in approval of PARENT AND TODDLER INITIATIVE FUNDING under the National Early Childhood Care and Education Programme
2009 - NCIP - € 4,380

2010 Total:  €10,780:  NCIP - € 4,380 2010 - HSE - € 6,400 

2011 Total:  €13, 243  NCIP - € 6,843 2011 - HSE - € 6,400

INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM POBAL AND THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILDCARE AND YOUTH AFFAIRS
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Quality in Childcare: RCCC staff assist childcare providers in achieving 

quality in their service by supporting the delivery of Siolta, the National 

Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education, and Aistear, the Early 

Childhood Curriculum Framework through our Quality Engagement 

Initiative Programme (QEIP) and to support childcare providers through 

the implementation of the Workforce Development Plan (WDP).  RCCC has 

a detailed subsidised training plan in response to the needs of the sector 

locally which is available on our website wwww.roscommonchildcare.ie

RCCC also assist, advise and support early childcare / childminding 

services on implementation of different curricula.  Furthermore, RCCC 

support, assist and advise services to promote best practice by developing 

relevant policies and procedures in line with current legislation.  

Training:  RCCC’s staff identify training needs in the childcare sector in 

consultation with childcare services, while developing and co-ordinating 

the delivery of their county childcare annual training strategy through 

the Training, Quality, Childminding, Equality & Diversity Sub Committee. 

They do this by working closely with the relevant training providers/

organisations both locally and nationally on training-related activities.  

RCCC devise a Spring and Autumn training calendar, offering subsided 

prices on accredited and non-accredited training courses.  

The co-ordination of training  includes the delivery of: Child Protection, 

Occupational First Aid and Refresher First Aid, Focus on Fire Warden & 

Fire Safety, Music & Movement, Cooking with School Age Children, 

Manual Handling, Buntus, Reggio Emilia, Child Observations, Behaviour 

Management, Voluntary Management Committee Skills workshop, 

conferences, Siolta, Aistear and one to one mentoring as identified 

by local need.  Other Continuing Professional Development training 

opportunities RCCC offers to Early Childhood Care and Education sector 

include: Business Management Development training and mentoring 

programme, Governance and Human Resource workshops, Committee 

and Staff Handbook, Support and Supervision, Mediation and Conflict 

Resolution, Induction Training and Recruitment and Selection. 

Training courses are also organised during the year from new 

developments in the childcare sector.  For example, in September 2011, 

RCCC collaborated with the National Employment Rights Authority (NERA) 

to deliver a workshop to private and community providers as a number of 

NERA inspections have been conducted in the County.  

Childminding Initiative: RCCC successfully promote the National 

Guidelines for Childminders throughout County Roscommon, and this 

resource is for all childminders. This is achieved through the dissemination 

of start-up packs to interested parties, support visits, and childminding 

network events.  RCCC supports childminders through the Childminding 

Development Grant, the Quality Awareness Programme, Information, 

Networking and Training Opportunities.  RCCC work with both HSE 

notified and those who are voluntary notified to RCCC to help enhance the 

quality of their service.  This is achieved in the following ways: advice and 

support on policies and procedures, record keeping, insurance, Garda 

vetting, accessing accredited and non-accredited training, and resources 

on Síolta, Aistear and tax information.  Pre-development support visits are 

conducted between the potential childminder and a RCCC Childminding 

Advisory Officer, with follow up visits as required.  Furthermore, RCCC 

supports childminders through the co-ordination of monthly network 

meetings and a number of annual events such as Childminding Week, 

National Play Day, Arts and Crafts sessions, music sessions and relevant 

information workshops.  Childminders also avail of Human Resource and 

Business Management support from RCCC.  

Network Meetings: RCCC staff support the development of childcare 

networks.  The purpose of this is to enhance quality and best practice 

2.    Enhancing
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RCCC provide all Early Childhood Care & Education Services including Parent & Toddler groups and Childminders with an effective and responsive advisory 

& support service.  Areas addressed include: the childcare services setting up, business planning, HR advice & support to employers including providing 

sample policies & procedures, contracts of employment, job descriptions, staff handbook, committee handbook, interview techniques, participation on 

interview panels for all services, best governance practice including Committee Management Skills training and all other business supports to the sector.  

This range of supports includes conducting on-site visits, meetings with staff and Voluntary Management Committees providing early childcare services, 

offering advice on compliance with the preschool regulations, ECCE and CCS compliance visits, and company law including employment legislation, and 

Health & Safety. RCCC also provide a mediation and conflict management service to early childcare services.

RCCC view one to one support visits as a priority to achieve its objectives which will continue to link to the 16 Síolta standards. This initiative links services 

ongoing quality work practices with the visit templates devised by RCCC.  This is a very effective way to engage with childcare services and to encourage 

further development of quality Early Childhood Care & Education.  During support & advisory visits services RCCC staff loan resource to ECCE services and 

encourage them to seek further information from RCCC’s web site.  RCCC also have a library of resources from which childcare providers and students 

may borrow.    

RCCC continue to provide one to one financial planning development meetings to support services compile a fees policy which supports their ongoing 

sustainability. Supports are also given on a one to one basis to parents’ queries and/or concerns regarding any aspect of the ECCE, CCS and CETS 

schemes. All support & advisory visits will be backed up by information being readily available to services/parents through information packs and for 

download on our website wwww.roscommonchildcare.ie.  

Supports will be also be directed to a providers and parents networks. These networks not only form a support mechanism within the County but are used 

by RCCC to inform the Board of important Childcare issues facing parents and providers.  Some initiatives planned going forward are:

through sharing and exchange of knowledge and expertise between Childcare Providers. The development of Childcare Networks facilitates the effective 

representation of members in their own groups, in their own locality, with their own specific needs/objectives.  Currently, RCCC support the Private and 

Community Childcare Network Meetings.  

Advocacy: RCCC staff promote key issues affecting quality childcare and in consultation with childcare services establish ways to address barriers to 

quality provision.  RCCC also support Early Childhood Care and Education providers to raise childcare issues at local and national level.  

Address Social Inclusion: Through the promotion and implementation of social inclusion policies and training, RCCC staff address issues of social 

exclusion and promote the integration of children with additional-needs into all services while working with other agencies who deliver family support 

programmes.

3.    Supporting
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One to One Support & Advisory visits to include ECCE, CCS, CETS, Child minding set-up, Parent & Toddler grants, compliance visits, Síolta, Aistear,  •	

Preschool regulations, governance, HR, Committee roles & responsibilities, business support, Staff Qualifications, Recruitment and Selection 

Panels, Policies & Procedures, Fees, Transfer Applications, review of plans for new pre-school services, AGMs, Open Days, rates, job descriptions, 

health & safety, financial projections & mediation services to mention a few. 

Accredited & Non Accredited Training Courses/Workshops supporting Continuing Professional Development (CDP)in the sector i.e First Aid, Manual •	

Handling, Support & Supervision, Business Management, Child Protection, FETAC Equality & Diversity & School Age Childcare...... to name a few.

Mediation and Conflict Management for Services•	

Business Management Development & Mentoring Programme & one to one business supports in HR and governance•	

Beep Beep Day in association with National Roads Safety Authority•	

National Play Week incorporating County Family Play Day•	

Annual Childcare Awards Cermony - To celebrate and recognise Continuing Professional Development (CPD) in the sector•	

National Childminding Week•	

Community Providers Network Meetings•	

Private Providers Network Meetings•	

Tutors Network Meetings•	

RCCC Siolta Quality Engagement Initiative•	

Aistear, The Early Childhood Curriculum Framework•	

National Parents Week•	

Parent & Toddler Support & Grant Scheme•	

Establish Childcare Relief Panel•	

Information Service:  RCCC staff offer guidance to parents on choosing a childcare service and accessing the three National Childcare schemes, promote 

careers in Early Childhood Care and Education in line with the Workforce Development Plan, promote quality standards and assist ECCE services to meet 

the Childcare Pre-School Services Regulations, including Regulation 5, and advise on new national childcare developments and trends in childcare policy 

including Síolta and Aistear, support Parent & Toddler Groups countywide & access to Parent & Toddler grants in collaboration with HSE, and support the 

childminding sector through RCCC’s Childminding Initiative in collaboration with HSE.  

RCCC communicates relevant and up-to-date information on the Early Childhood Care and Education sector to parents, childcare providers, childminders, 

parent and toddler groups, and other major stakeholders through various media sources: radio, newspaper articles and advertisements, newsletters, 

email, post, information workshops, publications, childcare start up packs, information leaflets on the 3 National Childcare Schemes, P&T Groups, Choosing 

Quality Childcare, and many others which can be found on RCCC’s website: www.roscommonchildcare.ie, networking events, and our website.  

4.    Communicating
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Since its establishment, RCCC has worked in collaboration with both 
local and national agencies who are represented on RCCC’s Board of 
Management.  RCCC also participate on a number of committees and 
networks to inform and help develop Early Childhood Care and Education 
services in the County.    

RCCC collaborate with Pobal and the Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs regarding the 3 National Childcare Schemes, and to offer ongoing 
support to services in these areas, and that of compliance visits.   

Collaboration with FAS & VEC is ongoing to support the Workforce 
Development Plan and the CETS scheme.  Resources are pooled to 
prioritise FETAC level 5 & 6 to existing practitioners to meet criteria for 
entry into ECCE scheme’. 

RCCC supports Sligo IT, Early Years Degree Programme by providing student 
placement and feedback. Training is co-ordinated through RCCC’s Training, 
Childminding Equality & Diversity Sub-Committee on which members of 
the Roscommon VEC, FAS, HSE, the Roscommon Sports Partnership, the 
Roscommon County Enterprise Board, and representatives of the Childcare 
Networks sit.  RCCC also collaborates with the FAS Social Inclusion Unit on 
the delivery of the FETAC Level 5 School Aged Childcare module.  RCCC 
collaborates with the Roscommon Sports Partnership on the delivery of 
Buntús Training and mentoring to Early Childhood Care and Education 
services.  Another agency with whom RCCC works collaboratively with is 
the Football Association of Ireland to promote physical activity in the Early 
Years sector.  

RCCC collaborates with the HSE on the Childminding Initiative and Parent & 
Toddler funding Initiative including operational costs. RCCC and HSE now 
combine the application process through the RCCC for Parent & Toddler 
funding. RCCC works closely with the HSE Preschool Inspection team 
and the Environmental Health Officer in supporting services with plans 
for facilities, and implementation of the Pre-school Services Childcare 
Regulations.  RCCC also work closely with the Health Promotion Officer, 
HSE on Health Promotion initiatives in the Early Years sector.  RCCC works 
closely with the Children First Information Officer, HSE regarding Child 

Protection policies, and to devise a Child Protection poster for all ECCE 
services.  

RCCC collaborates with the Roscommon County Development Board, 
County Council and the Roscommon Sports Partnership Company on 
the Annual County Play Day. Roscommon County Enterprise Board works 
collaboratively with RCCC on the Business Development Management 
Programme. The Manager of RCCC sits on the steering group of the 
Roscommon Integrated Development Company Playbus and supports this 
initiative in an advisory capacity.  RCCC has collaborated with the County 
Development Board to translate information leaflets on the ECCE scheme, 
Childminding Information, and Parent & Toddler Groups into Portugese, 
Polish and Chinese.  

RCCC’s Childminding Advisory Officer participates in the regional 
Childminding Advisory Officers Network (CAON) which includes Officers 
from Sligo, Mayo, Donegal, Leitrim and Galway.  She is also the regional 
representative on the National Childminding Forum.  Collaborative 
actions have included publications for childminders which include First 
Steps, Next Steps, and Tax Information.  The CAON collaborates with 
Childminding Ireland in relation to Childminding Week, and an insurance 
scheme for childminders.  

RCCC’s Childcare Development Officers participate on the Development 
Officers Network which meets to discuss new developments in the 
Early Childhood Care and Education sector, and together, the Childcare 
Development Officers have collaborated to devise a publication called 
‘What Happens in Preschool’.  

RCCC Manager is a member of the Border Midlands West CCC Co-ordinators 
Network, and has worked collaboratively on a number of initiatives at both 
a local and national level through this network.  She is also a member 
of the Quality, Development of Out of School Services (QDOSS) Network 
which promotes the development of School Aged Childcare Services.  
RCCC Manager supports the implementation of County Roscommon 
Interagency Strategy for the Traveller Community.  This is a partnership 
approach between service providers and the traveler community for the 

5.    Collaboration
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2011 Department of Children and Youth Affairs 
On the 3rd of June 2011, Minister for Children, Frances Fitzgerald announced the formal establishment of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  

Units within this department include:

Minister’s Office Staff and Advisor•	

Child Protection and Welfare Policy Unit•	

Child Care Directorate •	

National Children’s and Young Peoples Strategy Unit•	

The following units will transfer into this new Department:
Irish Youth Justice Service from the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.  •	

Early Years Education Policy Unit from the Department of Education and Skills•	

National Education and Welfare Board from the Department of Education and Skills.  •	

Family Support Agency from the Department of Social Protection.•	

The legislative underpinnings of these changes are complex.  As can be seen, matters relating to Children First Guidelines are the direct responsibility 

of the new department.  In September 2011, Roscommon County Childcare Committee distributed copies of Children First: National Guidance for the 

Protection and Welfare of Children to childcare services, Childminders who are HSE notified and who are Voluntary Notified to RCCC and to Parent and 

Toddler Groups in Co. Roscommon.  It has been announced that legislation will be introduced to the Dáil later in the year proposing that child protection 

guidance should be statutory.  

delivery of services and supports to travelers in County Roscommon.  The Manager is also a member of the Playbus Steering Group of the Roscommon 
Leader Partnership.  Collaboration also occurs at a national level on a number of initiatives through the 33 City and County Childcare Committees.  

RCCC also collaborates on an on-going basis with the National Childcare Voluntary Organisations, through the delivery of Síolta and other initiatives, and 
the Brothers of Charity Services Roscommon in supporting children with additional needs. 

RCCC liaises with the elected representatives on matters involving the Early Childhood Care and Education sector.  RCCC hold meetings to up-date elected 
representatives and the Council Chamber as requested.

‘In sum, it seems important to ensure that early childhood services are part of a well conceptualised national policy, with on the one hand, devolved powers 
to local authorities and on the other, a national approach to goal setting, regulation, staffing, pedagogy and quality assurance.’ (OECD, 2006: 53)

Where the Childcare sector is nationally in 2011 
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The National Strategic Plan 2011 – 2013: Early Childhood Care and Education Programmes
The Mission Statement of this Strategic Plan outlines:  
‘The City and County Childcare Committees (CCCs) and the Voluntary Childcare Organisations (VCOs), led by the Childcare Directorate of the Office of 

the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (OMCYA) and assisted by Pobal, will work collectively and collaboratively during 2011 – 2013 to deliver early 

childhood care and education programmes which support children and families.’ (DCYA, 2011)

The 5 objectives of the Early Childhood Care and Education Programmes 2011-2013 are: 
To develop comprehensive childcare supports, infrastructure and services where the holistic well-being of children and families are fundamental.1. 

To enhance quality early childhood education and care and school-age provision.2. 

To consolidate investment in the sector in order to support the continuing development of a stable, integrated and sustainable infrastructure.3. 

Through ongoing professional development, to build on the capacity of the ECCE sector to enhance and develop quality services for children and 4. 

their families.

To ensure effective and transparent collaboration, communication and consultation, and optimum use of resources by all stakeholders in early 5. 

childhood care and education’ (DCYA, 2011)

Roscommon County Childcare Committee’s role in the Co-ordination & Implementation of National Childcare 
Strategies at a local level.  

Roscommon County Childcare Committee (RCCC) through the implementation of its strategic plans 2002 – 2007 and 2007-2010 played an essential role 

in identifying local childcare needs & supporting applicants to maximise funding opportunities afforded by the National Childcare Investment Programme 

(2006 – 2010), and prior to that the Equal Opportunity Childcare Programme (2000 – 2006).  

RCCC will continue to be a leading source of excellence in the field of Early Childhood Care & Education and will carry out its work in a collaborative co-

ordinated manner within the new National Strategic Plan 2011 – 2013, involving all relevant local agencies and national agencies (RCCC, 2011).   

As a sub -committee of the Roscommon County Development Board (RCDB), the RCCC is also directly linked to the development and implementation of 

CDB strategies for the County.  RCCC has achieved a considerable amount since its inception in 2000.  It has grown into an experienced and cohesive 

organisation that is committed to achieving the challenging objectives that it sets for itself in responding to the needs of a very diverse and dynamic 

childcare sector.  It has developed strong interagency links and aims to further strengthen these relationships within the context of its current strategy. 

RCCC Strategy 2007-2010 was developed by building upon the learning of the first strategy and maximising input from childcare stakeholders in line with 

the principles established by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (RCCC, 2010).
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RCCC subscribes to the principles of openness and transparency in its work, which is evident by its commitment to all our key stakeholders.  It believes 

in the importance of consultation in ensuring that its work is accurately addressing the needs that exist within the community.  It aspires to be efficient 

and effective in co-ordinating the delivery of its strategy at local level by promoting access and greater coordination between partner agencies both at a 

local level and at national level through its role in the implementation of the NCIP. Above all, RCCC is committed to ensuring that it adopts a child-centred 

approach in implementing its strategic plan that contributes to the development of high quality accessible, affordable childcare in county Roscommon.

The purpose of Roscommon County Childcare Committee is to assist in the co-ordination of Early Childhood Care & Education, both nationally and locally 

and to assist in prioritising funding.  The purpose is broadly in line with the Policy Context of the National Children’s Strategy and policy developments 

from the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.
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Childcare Provision in County Roscommon

Figure 1: 

Breakdown of types of childcare places in County Roscommon 

Figure 1 displays a breakdown of types of childcare places available in 

County Roscommon. At June 2011, there were 698 full-day care places, 

834 part-time places and 375 sessional places. School Aged Childcare 

services are considered here under ‘part-time places’. In RCCC’s census 

of childcare services (2010), approximately 258 School Aged Childcare 

places were identified. Data is collated half yearly on the number of 

full-day care places, part-time places and sessional services for Pobal. 

The above numbers of places were submitted to Pobal in RCCC’s half-

yearly report in June 2011. This information indicates a total number of 

1,907 childcare places in the County.

Figure 2: 

Breakdown of Community and Private Childcare Services in 
County Roscommon 

Figure 2 demonstrates the number of both community and private 

services in County Roscommon in 2011. 

Visual Representation of Early Childhood Care & 
Education sector in County Roscommon

Breakdown of places - June 2011

375

698

834

Full-Day Care Places

Part-Time Places

Sessional Places

Number of Childcare Services 2011
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Figure 3.1 

Percentage increase in types of Childcare provision in County Roscommon from 2002 to 2011

Figure 3.1 shows the percentage increase in certain types of childcare services since 2002. The table shows that the most significant increase in a 

type of provision is in RCCC Voluntary Notified Childminders, with zero RCCC Voluntary Notified Childminders operating in the County in 2002. This has 

increased to 21 Voluntary Notified Childminders in 2011. The graph shows that all types of childcare services have increased significantly since 2002. 

Figure 3.2 shows the increase in the number of various types of childcare services in graph form. Figure 3.3 shows the increase in notified Childminding 

services in County Roscommon from 2002 to 2011.

Figure 3.2 

Figure 3.2 shows the increase in the number of various types of childcare services in graph form. 

Facility 2002 2006 2011 +/- %

Full-day care 7 17 18 +157%

Sessional 25 35 49 +96%

Parent & Toddler 8 11 18 +125%

HSE notified Childminders 2 5 5 +150%

RCCC voluntary notified childminders 0 6 21 +350%
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Figure 3.3 

Figure 3.3 shows the Increase in notified Childminding services in County Roscommon from 2002 to 2011

Figure 4

Number of children in Childcare facilities in County Roscommon from 2002 to 2011
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Figure 5.2  

Breakdown of ECCE workforce in County Roscommon (2010)

Figure 5.2 shows the different types of staff employed in the ECCE 

sector in County Roscommon. This information was compiled in a cen-

sus carried out by RCCC of all childcare services in County Roscom-

mon in 2010.
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Early Childhood Care and Education workforce in County Roscommon
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Figure 5.1  

Qualifications of childcare workforce in County Roscommon as of 
June 2011

Figure 5.1 shows the qualifications of the childcare workforce in County 

Roscommon as of June 2011. This data was collated from a template 

that all childcare services completed for inclusion in this publication. 

Respondents were asked the number of staff in their services with a 

FETAC Level 5 qualification or higher, and the number of staff in their 

services with no formal qualifications. 

Staff with no formal 

qualifications

Staff at FETAC, 

Level 5 or higher

33 / 11%

267 / 89%
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6 / 2%
Figure 5.3  

Gender of ECCE workforce in County Roscommon as of June 2011

Figure 5.3 displays the genders of the ECCE workforce in County 

Roscommon as of June 2011. This shows that there were 6 men and 294 

ladies working in the County at the time.

Male

Female

294 / 98%

Gender of workforce
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A Snapshot of Roscommon County Childcare 
Committee Initiatives

Since 2007 RCCC has held four Annual County Roscommon Family Play Days in collaboration 

between Roscommon County Childcare Committee, Roscommon Sports Partnership Company, 

Roscommon County Development Board, Roscommon County Council, Football Association Ireland 

and Lough Key Forest Park, to highlight the importance of play in children’s development and to 

celebrate Children’s National playday. 

The day is organized to highlight the importance of children taking time to play and promote a 

County that is child-friendly while recognising the importance of encouraging a wide variety of 

good quality opportunities for Children’s play and development. Roscommon County Playday has 

become one of the highlights of the year with children enjoying, soccer, parachute games, Lough 

Key play adventure kingdom, hip hop dancing and face painting.  Each year the event raises money 

for Crumlin Children’s hospital who is the nominated charity for the day. 

In 2011, City / County Childcare Committees nationally received funding from the Dormant Accounts to work collaboratively to provide the Diversity and 

Equality Programme ‘Ar an mBealach’ developed by the ‘Éist’ Programme in Pavee Point.  This initiative is about supporting early childhood practitioners 

to recognise and address ‘difference’ in all its form in early childhood practice.  It is also about how people, children, childcare staff, and society react 

to difference.  This initiative will give childcare staff information and skills for working in practice in this area supporting the implementation of Síolta, 

Aistear and the Diversity and Equality Guidelines.  The training programme is an accredited FETAC Level 5 module, and is being roll out nation wide.  Four 

pre-school services in Co. Roscommon are currently participating in this project with 15 participants.  

Beep Beep Day, a Road Safety Awareness day for pre-school children takes place in Co. Roscommon as part of the Simon and Friends Road Safety 

campaign.  Beep Beep day is organised locally by Roscommon County Childcare Committee, but it is a joint initiative with the Road Safety Authority and 

Roscommon County Council Road Safety Officer, and Roscommon Gardaí. 

            

Annual Roscommon County Playday supporting Crumlin Children’s Medical Research Unit 

Pre-school Education Initiative for Children from Minority Groups 2011  

BEEP BEEP! A Road Safety Awareness Programme for Pre-school Children 
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How we deliver early childhood services has changed dramatically over 

the last 10 years. Since January 2010, Ireland now has a universal free pre-

school year for all children which they are entitled to avail of in the year 

before they begin formal primary school education. This, together with 

the rollout of Síolta, the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood 

Education, which is the first nationally agreed set of standards for early 

childhood education in Ireland, is welcomed nationally and locally and is a 

guide for quality in service delivery and professional pedagogical practice 

in Early Childhood Care and Education services  

Síolta identifies the principles of quality as representing the vision which 

underpins and provides the foundation for quality practices in Early 

Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) in Ireland.  In 2009, Roscommon 

County Childcare Committee in collaboration with the National Children’s 

Nurseries Association (NCNA) began to roll out the formal pilot Síolta 

project.  Síolta Awareness Raising Workshops are also offered to all other 

childcare services in Co. Roscommon.  The rollout of the RCCC’s Síolta 

Quality Engagement Initiative supports early year’s practitioners in their 

reflective practice in a professional capacity in all childcare related areas.  

To date 8 childcare services are engaging in the RCCC’s Síolta Quality 

Engagement Initiative at a formal level.  This means that they are working 

towards obtaining the Síolta Quality Assurance Programme which 

involves a series of steps which ECCE settings work through with the 

support of a Síolta Co-ordinator.   For more information please check 

RCCC’s website on:  http://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/documents/

SioltaUpdateSept2011.pdf.  

Since 2009, Síolta Awareness Raising Workshops have been offered to 

all other childcare services in Co. Roscommon.  To date, 33 childcare 

services have participated.  To read Roscommon County Childcare 

Committee’s 2010 Síolta Review go to our website on:  http://www.

roscommonchildcare.ie/publications.html

Jenny McLoughlin, of Road Safety Authority (RSA) commended this local initiative saying “The Simon and Friends Pre-school Road Safety Programme has 

been very successful.  The RSA trained a staff member of Roscommon County Childcare Committee to roll out the programme in County Roscommon.  A total 

of 2487 childcare providers nationally have availed of the programme.  RCCC also coordinated countywide ‘Beep Beep’ days or road safety awareness days 

in their county.  The successful roll out of Simon and Friends was dependant on the fact that each CCC had a network of all pre-schools and dedicated staff 

who ensured that the programme was rolled out with pre-schools appropriately.  The RSA will continue to work with the local county childcare committee 

on this Road Safety Educational Programme in the future”

Síolta, the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education  
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The Parent and Toddler Group Initiative Grants Scheme is now being operated through a strategic partnership between the Department of Children and 

Youth Affairs and the HSE under the National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP). This initiative developed a support and information strategy, in 

collaboration with City and County Childcare Committees (CCCs) nationally, to assist with the promotion and expansion of Parent and Toddler Groups.  Since 

2009, a total of €28,403 has been allocated to the RCCC Parent & Toddler Initiative in Co. Roscommon.  

Roscommon County Childcare Committee works directly with the Heath Service Executive by pooling resources for the provision of the Parent & Toddler 

Group’s grants.  Parent & Toddler Groups provide invaluable informal support to Parents/Carers, grandparents and childminders as well as to young children.  

These groups are an important source of social contact especially for new Parents/Carers and families and those who may be new to an area. Grant application 

forms can be obtained from Roscommon County Childcare Committee who offer support to Parent & Toddler groups throughout the county.  

Parent & Toddler Initiative  

Aistear (the Irish word for journey) is the new curriculum framework for all children from birth to six years, 

which was developed by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA). Aistear supports the 

implementation of a quality curriculum across all early childhood settings; the child’s own home, childcare 

settings and junior and senior classes in primary schools and childminders. It provides information, ideas 

and suggestions to help you support children’s learning and development.

Aistear presents children’s learning and development through four different themes – Well-being, Identity 

and belonging, Exploring and thinking and Communicating. RCCC provide support to all childcare services 

in familiarizing themselves with the themes of Aistear, and applying this framework to the different curricula 

around the County. Support is offered through the delivery of Aistear workshops and the distribution of 

Aistear resources: manual and Aistear information leaflets for parents and services.

Roscommon County Childcare Committee in conjunction with the Roscommon County Enterprise Board delivers a Business Management Development 

& Mentoring Programme.  The aim of the programme is to develop comprehensive business structures that supports the viability and sustainability of 

all childcare services in County Roscommon going forward. The support focuses on the business management of the facilities, specifically operations 

management. At the end of the programme participants are in a position to identify methods which they can use to implement transparent financial 

procedures for their service as well as being able to support the management team in working with staff and parents.  The programme also supports 

management committees/board of directors in working effectively providing good governance practices.  The modules covered include: Sustainability & 

Viability; Management Responsibilities & Company Law; Personnel Management.  

Aistear, the National Curriculum Framework

Business Management Development Programme 
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Section One 

The National Childcare Strategy Report of the 2000 Expert Working Group on Childcare (Department of justice Equality and Law Reform 1999) set out a plan 

to integrate the different strands of childcare and early education services in Ireland including Childminding. At that time childminding was the second 

most common form of childcare, usually taking place outside of the formal economy. The report also made a number of recommendations to encourage 

childminders to move into the formal economy. These included:

A tax allowance to support childminders transition to formal economy ( implemented in 2006)•	
Childminding income to be discarded when determining eligibility for Social Welfare and ancillary benefits such as medical cards•	

           ( not implemented)
Personal Tax relief  for parents (not implemented)•	

Following on from this report The National Childminding Initiative was established to support Childminders. The Childminding Initiative included The 

National Guidelines for Childminders, the introduction of The Childminding Development Grant, The Quality Awareness Programme, Information, Networking 

and Training Opportunities and most importantly the opportunity to become voluntary notified to their local County Childcare Committee (CCC). This work 

has been supported by Roscommon County Childcare Committee Childminding Initiative through the post of the Childminding Advisory Officer.  The HSE 

Pre-school Officer has a remit with childminder’s who care for more than 3 pre-school children.

HSE notified childminders can mind up to 5 pre-school children and are subject to the Pre-school Childcare Services Regulations (2006).  Voluntary notified 

childminders to RCCC can mind up to 3 pre-school children.  While the latter group are not subject to the Pre-school Regulations, they must meet a number 

of strict criteria as set out by RCCC under the National Guidelines for Childminders.  There are 4 keys areas were certain criteria must be met.  They fall 

under the headings: Suitability of the Person which includes qualifications, Garda Clearance, First Aid; The Physical Environment which includes the indoor 

and outdoor areas; The Well-being of the Child which includes policies and procedures and child protection training; Health and Safety which includes 

fire safety procedures, good hygiene practice, and insurance.  The childminding initiative is funded by the HSE through a part-time Childminding Advisory 

Officer post.   

Childminding Initiative 

The Childminding Advisory Officer post has been part of the overall childcare strategy in Co Roscommon and 

this post has been funded by the Health Service Executive. The Childminders on RCCC database are kept up to 

date with all relevant developments in the childcare sector. 21 childminders are voluntary notified to RCCC and 

a further 5 are HSE notified. Childminding Network meetings take place on a regular basis and have proved to 

be very successful. Childminding Week is one of the highlights in childminder’s calendars and each year RCCC 

have a large attendance at the events and activities they organise as part of childminding week. Childminders 

in county Roscommon who work closely with the HSE and RCCC are committed to providing a quality home from 

home childcare service and a significant number have completed FETAC level 5 in childcare with some in the 

Role of the Childminding Advisory Officer
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process of completing FETAC level 6. Advisory support visits from RCCC are a vital part of maintaining and progressing quality in the childminding sector. 

The childminding development grant has been of great assistance to childminders in Co. Roscommon, enabling them to buy quality equipment and set up 

outdoor play areas in their service.

Roscommon County Childcare Committee was the first Childcare 

Committee nationally to receive the Excellence Through People (ETP) 

Award. Excellence Through People is Ireland’s national standard for Human 

Resource Management.  Excellence Through People provides a recognised 

framework for organisations to enhance performance and realise strategies 

through the management and development of their people. 

There were 8 standards under which companies are assessed:

1. Business Planning & Quality Improvement
2. Effective Communication & People Involvement
3. Leadership and People Management 
4. Planning of Learning & Development
5. Training & Lifelong Learning 
6. Review of Learning
7. Recruitment & Selection
8. Employee Well-Being

Some of the comments from the assessment report stated; “During 

the assessment, Roscommon County Childcare Committee (RCCC) 

demonstrated established and effective HRM practices, which address 

the eight sections of the Standard.  RCCC has created an environment that 

encourages an open exchange of ideas while ensuring that working is 

both enjoyable and challenging for all employees.  Recognising people 

as a vital part of the operation, their development in this regard is seen as 

being of paramount importance. The culture of development and teamwork 

where knowledge and expertise is widely shared among employees 

coupled with the support mechanisms in place to support this learning 

culture were evident throughout the assessment.  Equality of opportunity 

and the support of employee well-being activities are to the forefront of 

Roscommon County Childcare Committee’s success”. 

Roscommon County Childcare Committee first County Childcare Committee 
nationally to receive the Excellence Through People Award  
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Section One 

Irene Cafferky, Manager with RCCC stated that “HR Management is a critical skill and an area that many organisations under invest in, RCCC scored a total 

of 454.25 points out of a possible 500 points with an overall 90.85% mark across all 8 standards. We believe that the ETP programme is a valuable tool for 

continuous improvement in our business planning and development. We are confident that following this programme has supported us in our governance 

responsibilities as a board and in obtaining this award we can be confident that RCCC can support childcare services in their Human Resource Management 

responsibilities”.

Irene went on to say that “We include the recommendations from the assessment report as action points for the following year to work on and from my own 

point of view as managing staff on behalf of a voluntary board you need to have good HR and governance policies in place to manage the many challenges 

voluntary organisations face in the area of employment law and HR Management. It is important to have a board that is committed to this continuous 

improvement process and in this regard the Board and Staff of RCCC are once again delighted to have achieved this national award which recognises their 

role in HR Management”.

Since 2007, Roscommon County Childcare in conjunction with the 

Roscommon VEC and FÁS have run Annual Childcare Award Ceremonies.  

This is a night to celebrate and recognise all professional development 

practice within the Early Childhood Care and Education sector. 

1. Sharing Good Practice in School Age Childcare 
The 2007 “Sharing Good Practice in School Aged Childcare Conference” school Aged Childcare 

Conference was co-ordinated by Roscommon County Childcare Committee in collaboration with 

FÁS with funding from the Social Inclusion Measure.  The aim of the conference was to heighten 

the awareness of School Age Childcare in the county and introduce new concepts and ideas to the 

services.  This conference was initiated through research conducted by Irene Cafferky, RCCC.

Professional Development Award Nights 

Snapshot of Conferences Co-ordinated by Roscommon County Childcare Committee 



Páistí le Chéile: Children Together 
In 2006, Roscommon  County Childcare Committee commissioned The 
Children’s Research Centre, Trinity College Dublin to conduct a piece 
of research with a view to enhancing awareness and understanding of 
the issues and barriers experienced by families of children with special 
needs and/or disability aged between 0-5 years in County Roscommon.   
The increased understanding and awareness gained from the report 
findings and recommendations enabled the development of a unique 
project.   Páistí le Chéile aimed to enhance the level and the quality of 
access of children with special needs and / or disability to mainstream 
childcare services in County Roscommon and was successfully achieved.  
Throughout this project a total of twenty training modules were delivered 
with 235 training places filled primarily by Support Workers and Childcare 
Providers. Páistí le Chéile also trained fifteen Flexible Support Workers to 
deliver one-to-one support to children in pre-school services throughout 
Roscommon.  17 children were supported through the project. The third 
strand of Páistí le Chéile was the provision of information regarding special 
needs and/or disability and childcare services in County Roscommon.  
Over the duration of the Páistí le Chéile project efforts to inform the wider 
public were made through conferences held by RCCC and the Brothers 
of Charity, presentation to Waterford Parents of Children with Disability 
Network and County / City Childcare Committees.  
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Snapshot of Conferences Co-ordinated by Roscommon County Childcare Committee 

2. Empowering Parents and Childcare Practitioners to work in Partnership 
with each other
The 2010 “Empowering Parents and Childcare Practitioners to work in Partnership with each 
other” was run by Roscommon County Childcare Committee (RCCC) in collaboration with FÁS.  The 

aim of this conference was to explore the holistic development of the child in the home and the 

childcare setting, with leading child psychologist, David Coleman, and Steve Goode, Barnardos.

Roscommon County Childcare Committee

A model of best practice for the inclusion of children

with special needs and/or disability into mainstream
pre-school services (An Evaluation)

As a pilot project, Páistí le Chéile proved to be very successful. Páistí 
le Chéile National Conference was held in November 2007 with 70 
participants. The conference focused on inclusion and inclusive practice. 
Further information on the Páistí le Chéile project can be accessed on 
www.roscommonchildcare.ie



In recognition of the growing importance of Corporate Social Responsibility 

(CSR) in enhancing corporate reputations and the communities we 

support, Roscommon County Childcare Committee has worked to 

highlight CSR activities throughout the country and develop a practical 

response to encourage the development of CSR programmes. 

We believe that through various programmes and fundraising initiatives 

the way in which RCCC conducts its business contributes to a better 

society. We do this by actively engaging with and consulting stakeholders, 

including customers, employees, shareholders and the local community. 

This is achieved in a manner that goes beyond our company’s financial 

and legal obligations, and by working voluntarily to integrate social and 

environmental concerns into our everyday business operations.
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Section One 

Social Contribution
“We believe that our contribution to society must go beyond providing a service and fostering economic prosperity. Working closely with not-for-profit 

partners or non-governmental organisations, we seek to make a real difference to the communities in which we live, work and serve. Working with local 

communities and stakeholders, RCCC promotes various programmes on environmental awareness, road safety and fundraising initiatives which we 

hope make a lasting difference to children and families.

Roscommon County Childcare Committee raises funds annually for a cause which has an impact on children’s lives nationally. For this reason we chose 

the National Children’s Research Centre located in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin as our nominated charity. One of the key areas in the National 

Children’s Research Centre is research into childhood cancers for which they have won international recognition.

Our annual fundraising event allows us to support highly specialised care for our nation’s children and to support more groundbreaking research that 

changes children’s lives. We are delighted to have partnered with the National Children’s Research Centre to support this worthy cause. RCCC would like 

to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has supported us in our fundraising events to date.”

Irene Cafferky, 
Manager with Roscommon County Childcare Committee

Roscommon County Childcare Committee and 
Corportate Social Responsibilities 
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Customer Feedback 

Public Relations Strategy

As part of our ongoing commitment to customer service provision, and to 

improve our service delivery, RCCC asked childcare services as part of our 

2010 childcare census if they were satisfied with the support they received 

from RCCC. The graph right indicates customer satisfaction. 

RCCC is now recognised as a major player on all Early Childhood Care and Education issues within the county. Our PR strategy looks at what information 

needs to be disseminated in relation to the national childcare programmes and the sector in general for a wide audience which includes ECCE services, 

parents and families and local agencies. We would like to thank the local media for their ongoing support to us in promoting the Early Childhood Care & 

Education sector in County Roscommon.
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 Roscommon County Childcare Committee has hosted work placements for a number of learners on our Freshstart Training Programme in the area of general 
administration and office duties.  

While on placement, learners have the opportunity to apply their skills in a busy office work environment.  We appreciate all the support and mentoring given 
by the Manager  and staff of Roscommon County Childcare Committee in facilitating the students in their ongoing professional development. 

National Learning Network

     Congratulations and continued success to the Manager and all the Staff at Roscommon County 
Childcare Committee.

Contact Details
Millstream House, Williamstown Road
Castlerea, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 094 9620374
www.nln.ie 
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Section One 



Our Vision
“Healthier Children, Happier Lives.”
To be a leader in creating a culture of giving to children’s health, wellbeing and research that will make a real difference to the health of our children.

Our Mission
To support research into the cause, treatment, care and prevention of children’s illness and disease;•	
To actively support excellence in the care and treatment of sick children by providing supplementary equipment, facilities and assistance.•	

The National Children’s Research Centre is the leading source of pediatric research and discovery in Ireland, seeking new approaches to the prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment of childhood and adult diseases, and aiming to educate the next generation of leaders in child health.

The Children’s Medical & Research Foundation

Contact Details
Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin
14 - 18 Drimnagh Road, Dublin 12
CHY: 4483A
Tel: 01 409 6300
Fax: 01 455 1045
Email: info@cmrf.org
www.cmrf.org
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!

Despite our difficult times Roscommon County Childcare Committee have 

been truly amazing in their efforts to ensure that our sick children do not fall 

victim to the downward turn. Your support has been invaluable to us – with 

all the hard work, commitment and Great Spirit you’ve shown the Children’s 

Medical & Research Foundation. Thank you.

The National Children’s Research Centre and Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital 

Crumlin would like very much to wish Roscommon County Childcare 

Committee good wishes and continued success on the occasion of their 10th 

Anniversary in support the Early Childhood Care and Education Sector.
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For the BA Honours in Early Childhood Care and Education , Sligo IT have accessed an excellent learning environment to place third year students on practice 
placement within the Early Childhood Care and Education team at Roscommon County Childcare Committee , where they have been welcomed and supported 
to experience working in a  professional environment with highly experienced, motivated staff.

Institute of Technology, Sligo

Contact Details
Department of Humanities
Ash Lane, Ballinode, Co Sligo
Tel: 071 91 55352
Email: Mcglone.roisin@itsligo.ie
www.itsligo.ie

On behalf of the Early Childhood Care and Education staff team at the Institute of Technology, Sligo, we congratulate your organisation on their 10 year celebration. We express our deep appreciation for the excellent support and learning environment you have provided for our students over the years and look forward to a continued professional relationship  for the next 10 years. 



The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a comprehensive, internationally binding agreement on the rights of children, adopted 
by the UN General Assembly in 1989. It incorporates children’s:

civil•	  and political rights  (like their treatment under the law);
social, economic and cultural rights  (like an adequate standard of living); and•	
protection rights (from abuse and exploitation).•	

A child is defined in the UNCRC as a person under the age of 18 years.

The Substantive Articles
Each of the substantive articles, Articles 1-41, details a different type of right. A common approach to the UNCRC is to group these articles together under 
the following themes:

Survival rights: Include the child’s right to life and the needs that are most basic to existence, such as nutrition, shelter, an adequate living standard, 
and access to medical services

Development rights: include the right to education, play, leisure, cultural activities, access to information, and freedom of thought, conscience 
and religion.

Protection rights: ensure children are safeguarded against all forms of abuse, neglect and exploitation, including special care for refugee children; 
safeguards for children in the criminal justice system; protection for children in employment; protection and rehabilitation for children who have suffered 
exploitation or abuse of any kind.

Participation rights: encompass children’s freedom to express opinions, to have a say in matters affecting their own lives, to join associations and to 
assemble peacefully. As their abilities develop, children are to have increasing opportunities to participate in the activities of their society, in preparation for 
responsible adulthood.

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
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Athlone
Terms Explained

Early Childhood Care 
& Education Services 
Directory

FULL DAY: Full Day Service (Over 5 hrs)

PART TIME: Half Day Service (3.5 to 5 hrs)

SESSIONAL: 
Is a service that provides care and education to 
children for a maximum 3.5 hour session.

CHILDMINDING: 
A Childminder that offers Childcare 
within their own home. 

P&T = PARENT & TODDLER GROUPS
Where Parents/Carers & children meet on a 
regular informal basis.  

SAC = SCHOOL AGED CHILDCARE SERVICE
A safe environment for Children to learn 

and play out of School hours.  

Childcare Employment & 
Training Support Scheme

CETS

Community Childcare 
Subvention Scheme 

CCS

The Early Childhood Care 
& Education (ECCE) Scheme

ECCE



Kids Klub Crèche operates as a home from home style childcare service. We 
open from 9.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. all year round with the exception of one 
week at Christmas. We cater for children between the ages of one to five 
years. The maximum amount of children in our group is fourteen. There are 
three fully trained staff members at Kids Klub Crèche and they have been 
with us for a number of years. 

We offer a wide range of activities which include arts & crafts, games, song 
and dance into our daily routine. Each child can avail of one to one time 
with staff throughout the session. We have an outdoor area which is used 
on a daily basis, weather permitting. We participate in the ECCE and CETS 
schemes and offer a play based curriculum. 
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Type of Service PART TIME

Wishing all Staff with R.C.C.C. continued success in 

the years to follow and many thanks for all their help 

& support in past years.

Contact Details
Monksland Village, Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6493027

CETS ECCE

Established: 1998



Hulla Hulla Childcare is a child centred service with the emphasis on 
having fun.  All children are treated with respect and understanding and 
are taught to respect others. The service assists in the development of each 
child depending on their own individual needs and offers a wide range of 
activities to help with gross and fine motor skills, communication and social 
skills. Painting, play dough, singing, dancing and dress up are a big part of 
our daily routine. 

All children are encouraged to develop at their own pace within a home 
environment. The service encourages a healthy eating environment and 
offers healthy options to all children. Children are involved in the preparation 
of some of the meals e.g. assisting with the making of smoothies, buns, 
chocolate biscuit cake if there is a birthday party. We also love to go to 
local parks on fine days and this year we had a trip to the Zoo.  Parental 
involvement is essential to making external trips like these a success and 
as a result everyone had a fantastic day, even the adults!

Type of ServiceFULL DAY  |  CHILDMINDING  |  SAC

Contact Details
Catherine Fuery
Bealnamulla, Athlone, Co Roscommon
Tel: 090 6494396
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Athlone

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Roscommon County Childcare Committee, in particular the Manager and Staff for all the support and professionalism they have shown to me over the last year.  I wish them continued 
success over the next decade.

Established: 2007



Early Days Playschool began our service in 2007 with six children. Over 
the past three years, the service has expanded and is now at full capacity.  
During the summer of 2011 we expanded to further develop our service and 
to increase the space and include other activities.

Over the three years we have gained great experience and have completed 
all our training in First Aid, Child Protection and FETAC Level 6.  We participate 
in the ECCE scheme and offer a play based curriculum with some aspects of 
the Montessori curriculum.

Deirdre has won the City and Guilds Innovator of the year 2008 for setting 
up her childcare service and having achieved an overall distinction in 
her childcare qualification. Deirdre has the distinction of being the only 
Irish person to have received this award to date. As a result of this award 
Deirdre was invited to Buckingham Palace, London by the patron of City and 
Guilds, Prince Philip who presented her with a medal of excellence for her 
achievements. Deirdre and her staff are looking forward to continuing to 
work in the Early Childhood Care and Education sector for many years to 
come.

We look forward to continued success and acknowledge the great support 
of RCCC.
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Type of Service SESSIONAL

Contact Details
Cloonakilla, Bealnamulla, Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 086 1632931

ECCE

Best wishes on your tenth anniversary and continued 

success from Deirdre and Frankie at Early Days 

Playschool- Keep up the great work.

Established: 2007



Prior to establishing my playschool, children from my rural area attended 
playschool in nearby towns. With the assistance of funding under the 
Leader 2 Programme, I renovated a vacant house and also developed an 
extensive outdoor play area, suitable for the purpose of childcare. I opened 
my childcare service in September 1996. Initial numbers were small but 
gradually, year by year, my numbers have increased resulting in a rural 
playschool becoming established. 

My playschool is renowned for its friendly, happy, playful atmosphere with 
extensive outdoor play area. Past pupils often come back to visit and recall 
their happy memories of their time here. My playschool is also renowned for 
supporting children with additional needs in collaboration with the Brothers 
of Charity.  We are very proud of our great success.

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Contact Details
Falty, Oldtown, Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 086 3606227
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Athlone

Congratulations to RCCC on your 10th anniversary. During this time, the Pre-school has seen a lot of changes regarding regulations, administration etc. I found  RCCC a great source of support and assistance. I felt confident and reassured to be able to consult them when problems of business arose, and always found them to be courteous and helpful every time I contacted  
them.

Established: 1996

ECCE



Wonder Years was set up in January 2000 in a small outbuilding to the rear 
of our house in Cornafulla, Athlone. Initially we employed one full time, 
and one part time staff member. As the business gradually expanded, 
the outbuildings were extended on a number of occasions until extension 
possibilities were exhausted. In 2006 following the help and encouragement 
of RCCC we set about planning the construction of a 5000 square foot 
purpose built facility. This was completed and opened  in October 2008. 
The facility is set on 1.2 acres of landscaped garden grounds. 

We are continually developing these grounds, and are currently in the 
process of developing an outdoor pet farm for the enjoyment of the children. 
To date we employ ten staff, and run a range of programmes including 
High-scope, Montessori, After School and Pre-School. We have extensively 
equipped facilities, catering for children from three months to twelve years. 
Our staff have a wide variety of qualifications, and are very dedicated to the 
care of the child. The ethos of Wonder Years is the provision of a homely 
safe, stimulating, and educational environment. We strive to provide a 
“home from home” with a warm, caring and welcoming atmosphere.
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Wonder Years
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Type of Service FULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL  |  SAC

Congratulations to the Management and team of 

RCCC. They were a wonderful help, and continued 

help to us over the last ten years. Without their mar-

vellous assistance, and advice, we would not be in the 

successful position we are in today. Sincere thanks, 

Margaret and Seán Crehan.

Established: 2000

Contact Details
Cornafulla, Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6437923

ECCECETS



I worked in a full day care facility for a couple of years in the United States.  In 
this childcare service I gained invaluable experience in Montessori and Play 
based curriculums.  Whilst there, I also completed some childcare courses.  
On my return, I opened up my own childcare service which seemed like 
the most natural progression route to enable me to continue working with 
children.  After a few years, when the numbers increased and space became 
an issue, we decided to build again.  We have not looked back since moving 
into the new premises in 2004.  

We have had many compliments on the playschool room itself, our outdoor 
area and our great staff. Without having advertised, word of mouth has kept 
the enrolment numbers up. Currently we implement a play based curriculum 
in our childcare service.  One of the ways we keep ourselves informed on 
relevant up-to-date childcare information and legislation is by engaging in 
Continuing Professional Development.    

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Contact Details
Carrowloughan, Kiltoom, Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6489263

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Kiltoom Playgroup
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Athlone

A sincere “thank-you” to all of you at RCCC - you are always at the other end of the phone to offer advice on different issues and it is much appreciated.

Established: 1995

ECCE



We restarted the Kiltoom Parent and Toddler group in January 2011 after 
it closed in the summer of 2009. Apart from this temporary closure the 
group has run for over 10 years. We do quarterly outings as a group, take 
part in childcare courses and schemes and also invite play groups such as 
Gymboree to our play sessions. 

With the help of RCCC in the last year we have updated some of our 
equipment. At the group itself, which runs every Tuesday morning from 
9:30a.m. until lunch time, we do painting, singing, role play, games and free 
play. We all lend a hand to make the toddler group the success that it is.

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonAthlone

Kiltoom 
Parent & Toddler Group
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Type of Service PARENT & TODDLER

RCCC is an essential service and the Staff  do an excellent 

job. Thank you for all you’re help over the last 10 years.

Established: 2011

Contact Details
Bally Bay Hall, Kiltoom, Athlone, Co. Roscommon
085 7298071



Jump for Joy Parent & Toddler Group meets on Wednesday mornings between 
11:00a.m. - 12:30p.m.  Approximately ten parents meet here on a regular 
basis.  It is a great opportunity for new parents into the area to get to know 
other parents locally.  This group is based in a play centre.  Other activities 
that are arranged throughout the year include: storytelling sessions, arts 
and crafts, and music and movements sessions.  

Some benefits of attending our parent & toddler group include:  
•	 Children	get	the	opportunity	to	socialise	and	interact	with	peers		 	
 enabling them to develop socially and gain confidence within 
 the group.
•	 Children	get	the	opportunity	to	play	with	new	toys	and	join
 in activities with new people in a new environment.
•	 Adults	get	the	opportunity	to	socialise	with	each	other	and	to	learn		 	
 from each others experiences. It reduces isolation sometimes
  felt by parents caring for very young children in the home.  

All parents with young children living in the local community are very 
welcome to join us.  

Type of ServicePARENT & TODDLER

Contact Details
Unit 6-10, Nestor Complex, Monksland Business Park,
Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6498450

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Jump for Joy 
Parent & Toddler Group 
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Athlone

Congratulations to RCCC on their 10th Anniversary.  

Established: 2004



In 2002, I started Little People’s Place Pre-school with four children enrolled; 
one of the children was my own. As my room size allowed me to cater for 
six children, I decided to provide a pre-school service to this number of 
children, and I thoroughly enjoyed every day.  I purpose built a new facility 
in June 2011 and have employed a second staff member.  This facility allows 
me to provide a pre-school service for 19 children. I already have parents 
enquiring for 2012. I participate in the ECCE scheme which gives priority to 
children allowing them to participate in one year of pre-school before they 
enter primary school.  As well as providing a sessional pre-school service, 
I also offer a childminding service.  My childminding service is voluntary 
notified to RCCC.  Both of my services offer a play based curriculum.  

I have had so much support from Roscommon County Childcare Committee 
to develop professionally.  Some ways include attendance at information 
workshops and training courses, such as First Aid, and Síolta.  RCCC also 
provided support to me and two children in my service through the Páistí le 
Chéile project. Páistí le Chéile was a pilot project initiated by Roscommon 
County Childcare Committee (RCCC) to support children with special needs 
and/or disabilities in accessing mainstream pre-school childcare services. 
This provision allowed these children to attend main stream school with 
confidence, something that may not have happened without this support.  
This project increased my understanding and awareness of inclusive 
practice, and has continued to be of benefit to both the staff and all of the 
children who attend my service.  

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonAthlone

Little People’s Place
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Type of Service SESSIONAL  |  CHILDMINDING  |  SAC

Thank you to Roscommon County Childcare 

Committee for the encouragement, commitment 

and standing up for every childcare provider in 

Roscommon. I wish the Management and Staff 

many more years.

Established: 2002

Contact Details
Clonark, Cornafulla, Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Tel:  090 6437914   087 6101466

ECCE



We built our crèche in 1998 with the help and support of the Pre-school 
Childcare Inspector and a grant from Leader. Without this help we would 
not have undertaken this project. We continued to expand until 2004 when, 
due to cost and space restrictions, we changed from a crèche service to 
a childminding service caring for 6 pre-school children and also offering 
afterschool care. 

 We have gradually rebuilt our service and have enjoyed full capacity since. 
We converted our garage last year for the afterschool service, with the 
help of Roscommon County Childcare Committee (RCCC), which is much 
appreciated. We now employ 2 staff plus backup cover. Children enjoy a full 
range of play based educational activities in our service. We participate in 
childminding week and network events run by RCCC. We have both a pre-
school childminding service and an afterschool service. I enjoy working with 
children and I am a HSE notified childminding service.

Type of ServiceFULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL
CHILDMINDING  |  SAC

Contact Details
Kiltoom, Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6494402

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Emily Martin-Helping 
Hands Nursery  
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Athlone

Congratulations on your 10th Anniversary. Your support is much appreciated by all at Helping Hands Nursery.  Continued success to you all.

Established: 1998



Hopes and Dreams Playschool originally opened as a Mother and Toddler 
group and became a playschool in May 2000 opened by Minister Mary 
O’Rourke.  From that time, operating with eight children and two staff, 
Hopes and Dreams Playschool has gone from strength to strength. We now 
have eighteen children per day, with three full time and one part time staff 
member. 

Through the years we have made several improvements to our playschool, 
such as new ‘child sized’ toilets, new outdoor play area fully equipped with 
outdoor toys, and we continue to refurbish the playschool every year.  Our 
staff have been with the playschool since it started and they continue to 
train each year for better and higher qualifications, including refresher 
courses. Hopes and Dreams Playschool provide a caring, safe, stimulating 
environment for a child which supports them to reach their full potential 
through the medium of play. 

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonAthlone

Hopes & Dreams 
Playschool
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Type of Service SESSIONAL

Congratulations to RCCC on their 10th anniversary 

from Hope and Dreams Playschool, Ballyforan.

Established: 2000

Contact Details
Ballyforan, Ballinasloe, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6622914 / 0863661962

CCSECCE



Right Start Montessori recognises first and foremost the child’s need and 
wish for independence. We provide this through the Montessori method of 
teaching. We provide a warm and caring environment with highly qualified 
staff to oversee your child’s learning. Our staff are experienced and some 
are mothers themselves who  appreciate the positive  impact quality 
interactions  have on your child. 

Right Start Montessori is attached to a private residence and children get 
to enjoy the homely feel in excellent surroundings, whilst still getting all 
the benefits of pre-school on a professional basis. We run a 3.5 hour long 
programme in the mornings which takes in all the developmental needs of 
your child. We cover subjects such as Irish music appreciation, speech and 
diction, appreciation of nature. We encourage children to look at the world 
around them and the people who help make that world a better place. 

We intend to expand into full day care in the coming months. For any queries 
regarding same or Montessori places (ECCE covered) please do not hesitate 
to contact Marion at 086-3704370 or 090-6446028

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Right Start Montessori
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Athlone

Contact Details
Curraghmore, Kiltoom, Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090-6446028 / 086-3704370

Congratulations to RCCC on their 
10th Anniversary, Keep up the good work

Established: 2006

ECCE



This after school service opened in May 2005, with 25 children attending 
on a daily basis. Each year our service has gone from strength to strength 
and now has 43 children attending daily. Since 2008, we employ 2 qualified 
teachers 4 days a week as additional support to our service, and also 5 
qualified Childcare workers.

We also operate outside of school term offering full day camps during the 
midterm breaks, Easter and summer holidays.  These are open to children 
who attend the after school service.  Some of the activities include day trips 
out of town, such as trips to Dublin Zoo, and the Wax Museum, to mention 
a couple.  We also have art and crafts workshops, sports days among other 
activities.  

Children from 5th and 6th class who attend our service are also offered 
a place on our Sport and Education Afterschool Programme (SEA).  This 
is a 6 week programme that is run once a year with Athlone Institute of 
Technology.  Pupils are given the opportunity to see what third level is 
like, with the support from 3rd level students in Social Care and Sport and 
Recreational Management.  This programme has been running since 2006, 
and has proven to be very successful.

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonAthlone

Monksland 
Afterschool Activity Club
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Type of Service SAC

Congratulations to RCCC Manager and Staff 

on their 10th Anniversary

Established: 2005

Contact Details
Monksland Community Centre, Monksland, 

Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6494555

CETS CCS



This Parent and Toddler group was set up in response to an identified need 
in the area. This Parent and Toddler group meets on the Playbus and are 
supported by Roscommon Integrated Development Company and also by 
Roscommon County Childcare Committee through the Parent and Toddler 
initiative.

Turpenbeg is located in a rural location.  It is of great benefit to the parents 
and children that the Playbus can come to them and offer this service.

The Parent and Toddler group provides a range of activities for the children 
and training in first aid for the parents and is a positive experience for all 
involved.

Type of ServicePARENT & TODDLER

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Turpenbeg 
Parent & Toddler Group
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Athlone

Contact Details
Turpenbeg Site, Four Roads, Roscommon, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 663 0252

Thanks to RCCC for the funding to set up our Parent and Toddler group and congratulations on your 
10th Anniversary

Established: 2010



Millmount Childcare was established in 2007. We started in Mansfield Park 
with 18 children. The demand for our service was so great that in February 
2008 we purchased our existing building at Slí na Choiste.  Over the last 5 
years, Millmount has gone from strength to strength, and we attribute this 
to our professional staff and the ultimate care that is given to our children 
and families alike. 

Millmount Childcare’s focus is clearly for the development, well-being and 
care of every little one who attends our service. We pride ourselves on the 
vast curriculum we provide, and also our leisure outings which are enjoyed 
by all. 

Millmount Childcare participate in the Early Childhood Care and Education 
scheme and also in the Childcare Employment Training Support Scheme.

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonAthlone

Millmount Childcare
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Type of Service FULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL  |  SAC

We, at Millmount, would like to extend our sincere 

best wishes & congratulations to RCCC on this very 

special occasion, and we extend our thanks for your 

invaluable support. 

Established: 2007

Contact Details
Slí na Choiste, Old Tuam Road, 
Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 64 96429

CETS ECCE



Grovelands Childcare has won many awards over the years for the provision 
of quality care and early education. While initially operating in Athlone 
and Mullingar in Westmeath and Tullamore in Offaly, Grovelands Childcare 
commenced its Roscommon connection with the opening of its service at 
Corran Riada in Monksland in 2008.

The growth and development of Grovelands Childcare is not surprising when 
one takes into account the 35 years experience of Regina Bushell, Managing 
Director, in the provision of quality care and education and the attention to 
detail by the 75 childcare professionals the firm now employs.

At the centre in Corran Riada you will be given a warm welcome and a tour of 
the 5 star facility which includes learning areas in language development, art 
and crafts, music appreciation, drama, dance, pet areas and cookery which 
involves growing their own fruit and vegetables. The pre-school children are 
involved in two stage shows every year and they also hold an annual art 
exhibition.  There is a fully equipped large outdoor play area where children 
can get loads of healthy exercise.  Now, more than ever, healthy eating is 
essential and at Grovelands Childcare, parents can be assured that their 
children get freshly prepared nutritious meals. 

Type of ServiceFULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL  |  SAC

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Grovelands Childcare
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Athlone

Congratulations to RCCC Manager and Staff on their 10th Anniversary from all at Grovelands.

Established: 2008

Contact Details
Corran Riada, Monksland, Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 09064 96177 / 0879700211
www.grovelandschildcare.ie

CETS ECCE



Ballaghaderreen

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonBallaghaderreen
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Terms Explained

Early Childhood Care 
& Education Services 
Directory

FULL DAY: Full Day Service (Over 5 hrs)

PART TIME: Half Day Service (3.5 to 5 hrs)

SESSIONAL: 
Is a service that provides care and education to 
children for a maximum 3.5 hour session.

CHILDMINDING: 
A Childminder that offers Childcare 
within their own home. 

P&T = PARENT & TODDLER GROUPS
Where Parents/Carers & children meet on a 
regular informal basis.  

SAC = SCHOOL AGED CHILDCARE SERVICE
A safe environment for Children to learn 

and play out of School hours.  

Childcare Employment & 
Training Support Scheme

CETS

Community Childcare 
Subvention Scheme 

CCS

The Early Childhood Care 
& Education (ECCE) Scheme

ECCE



CETS CCSECCE

Frenchpark & Districts Childcare Ltd. is a community group which was formed 
in May 1995 in response to the need for child care services in the community 
and surrounding areas.  We offer a high quality, affordable child care service 
to the children and parents within the community and surrounding areas, 
catering for disadvantaged families and supporting social inclusion. We 
employ 40 staff and cater for 108 children, providing full day care, sessional 
and after school services for children from 3 months to 12 years old.  We 
participate in the ECCE, CCS and CETS childcare schemes.  

We believe in providing an environment that is secure, caring, loving, 
nurturing and anti bias. We strive to create a homely like environment that 
is welcoming and warm. We believe that all children should be treated 
with equality, and their cultural and linguistic diversities embraced and 
acknowledged.

Families are encouraged to share their culture, language and home 
experiences with the centre. Our emphasis is on partnerships with families 
and the community. Families are encouraged to participate in the centre 
and share in decision making.

Frenchpark & Districts Childcare Ltd. achieved the NCNA All Ireland Centre of 
Excellence award in February 2011. We are also the first crèche in the county 
to have been awarded a Green Flag.

Type of ServiceFULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL  |  SAC

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Frenchpark & Districts 
Childcare Ltd.
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Ballaghaderreen

Established: 1995

Contact Details
Frenchpark, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 094 9870111

We would like to thank RCCC for their support 
with the ECCE  & CCS Schemes. We would also 

like to thank them for the training for Voluntary 
Management Committees in the ECCE Sector and the  
training and support for Síolta at Level 3. We wish 

them all the best in the future.



Ballaghaderreen 
Childcare Centre Ltd.

The Early Learner’s Pre-school was initially set up as the Ballaghaderreen 
Childcare Centre and it first opened its’ doors in April 2000.  Parents 
identified the need to expand the childcare service further and following 
many meetings, commitment and hard work they sourced funding and the 
new centre was established. Throughout our history, we have offered a 
drop-in crèche for younger children and at the height of demand in 2009 / 
2010; we catered for 45 pre-school children.   

Early Learner’s Pre-school remains a successful community run pre-school 
service, having adjusted many times over the years to meet the diverse 
needs of the community.  It is run by a Voluntary Management Committee 
consisting of parents who are supported by various external agencies.  It 
currently employs six staff members.

Over the past 11 years the pre-school has received a variety of awards 
for education and learning. The building has two fully equipped rooms, 
ancillary rooms and a fully developed outdoor learning environment, all 
made possible by different funding projects.

At present the pre-school is catering for 30 children and our service is a 
valuable part of the community of Ballaghaderreen.  The service operates 
from 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., and participates in the ECCE and CCS childcare 
schemes.  

The Early Learner’s 
Pre-School

Established: 2000

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonBallaghaderreen
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Type of Service SESSIONAL

Thank you to the Management and 

Staff of the Roscommon County Childcare Committee for 

all their support over the past ten years.  Their assistance 

has been invaluable as the government funding has changed 

drastically over the years and the pre-school has needed 

advice to enable the Management to keep up 

with these changes.

Contact Details
Convent Road, Ballaghaderreen, Co Roscommon
Tel: 094 9877982 

CCSECCE



Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon
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Ballaghaderreen

Congratulations on your 10th Anniversary.  Thank you for all your help and support.  Wishing you well 
for the future!! 

Tír na nÓg Pre-school has more than twenty years experience providing the 
best in childcare  education for pre-school children.  Eileen and her staff 
understand the importance of maintaining standards in the childcare sector. 
Tír na nÓg is a purpose built pre-school situated in the town land of Ishlaun, a 
rural area approximately 1.5km from the town of Ballaghaderreen.  

For children, a pre-school is a happy place for finding out new things every 
day, and this is exactly what every child is guaranteed at Tír na nÓg Pre-school 
where arts and crafts, music, song, socialising and integrating are encouraged 
and a feature of the daily routine.  

The outside facilities at our childcare service include a large garden with a 
large all weather play area, including an extensive array of toys and equipment 
for the children to play and explore with.

Tír na nÓg Pre-school is opened from 9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m., five days a week.  
The pre-school also participates in the ECCE scheme (free pre-school year for 
all children).  

For more information on vacancies, contact me, Eileen, on 094 986 1387.  
Or you can contact me via mobile on 086 176 0792

Tír Na nóg Pre-school
Established: 1998

Contact Details
Ishlaun, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon 
Tel: 094 986 1387

ECCE



Type of Service SESSIONAL

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonBallaghaderreen
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Congratulations to RCCC on the occasion of your 

10th Anniversary.  Your support and advice 

over the years has been invaluable to the 

Pre-school services in the county. 

Continued success!

Siamsa Resource Centre is a specialised service providing services for children 
with additional needs and their families. Siamsa Resource Centre opened in 
a small modified cottage in Portahard, Frenchpark in September 2000. At the 
time we provided pre-school sessions based on individualised programmes 
for 5 children and we supported 2 children in their mainstream pre-school.  
Over the past ten years our service has grown in every way.  We are now based 
in spacious premises in The Demesne, Frenchpark.  With the extra space we 
have developed a new sensory room, a “gross motor” room equipped to be 
used for Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy programmes, and a lovely 
outdoor play area. Over the years, the number of children in our service has 
grown and we continue to provide pre-school programmes in our centre and / 
or support children in their local pre-school.  We also run Parent and Toddler 
sessions. We have developed a Transition service that supports the children 
from our service when they are starting national school.  This service has 
proven invaluable to both families and schools.

Parent training and information evenings are also held in Siamsa.  This year, 
2011, together with Lean Ar Aghaidh and the R.E.I.S. team we have been 
providing opportunities for Dads to get together and talk about their needs 
and involvement in their children’s lives. As part of the Brothers of Charity 
Services Roscommon, Siamsa and Lean Ar Aghaidh are using a quality 
system called Personal Outcomes Measures.  This is a family centred system 
focusing on outcomes that are important to families. We are proud of the way 
our Resource Centre has developed over the past ten years and we hope to 
continue to grow and meet the needs of the children and families in our service.

Siamsa Resource Centre
Established: 2000

Contact Details
The Demesne, Frenchpark, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 094 987 0203



Type of ServiceSESSIONAL  |  SAC

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon
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Ballaghaderreen

Congratulations to RCCC on 
their 10th Anniversary 

Toddle-In Childcare Centre is based in Loughglynn, Castlerea, Co Roscommon. 
We are a not-for-profit, community based and government funded project. 
Our focus is providing high quality childcare at an affordable price to the local 
community.  Toddle-In Childare Centre is located in a purpose-built section of 
Loughglynn Community Centre. It opened in September 2006, and is ideally 
situated directly beside the local primary school. At Toddle-In your child will 
be nurtured and cared for by qualified, experienced, and caring staff.  We 
implement an anti-bias approach, offering equal opportunties for care and 
attention to all children. Toddle-In participates in the ECCE, CCS and CETS 
childcare schemes.  

Playschool:  We currently run a playschool session for up to 20 children from 
8:45a.m. - 12:15p.m. The playschool curriculum provides a balanced range 
of programmes for each child. We recognise the importance of providing age 
and stage appropriate activities to the child. Our new facility means we have 
the latest in toys and activities available to the children. We have an enclosed 
outdoor area complete with “soft-surface”, and we also have access to the 
large all-weather indoor hall, where the children can go on bicycles and play 
other games.

Afterschool:  We provide Afterschool care for Primary School Children, from 
2:10 p.m. - 6:10 p.m. School children are collected at the local school gate 
and brought next-door to the centre where they will enjoy a hot meal and 
organised activities. There is also time for completing homework. 

Toddle-In 
Childcare Centre

Established: 2006

Contact Details
Loughlynn Community Centre, Loughlynn, 
Castlerea, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 094 9880742

CETS CCSECCE



Bright Sparks is a community run playgroup in a rural area which was set up 
in September 1997 to supply a pre-school service to an area with many young 
families.  Without this pre-school, children would have to travel over five miles 
for a similar service.   We provide a sessional service which runs for three and 
a half hours in the morning, over a 38 week period.  Bright Sparks participates 
in the ECCE and the CCS childcare schemes.  

The staff incorporate a High/Scope and Play based curriculum, and the outdoor 
area gives the children the opportunity to play outside whenever possible.  
The spacious room allows us to have twenty children in our service.  

The playschool has had great support from all the local community and to date 
almost two hundred children have benefited. The playschool also runs a P&T 
group where local parents can meet and young children have the opportunity 
to interact with their peers.  The pre-school is also located less than a mile 
from the local primary school.  

Bright Sparks 
Community Playgroup

Established: 1997

Contact Details
Lisacul Community Centre, Lisacul, 
Castlerea, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 087 742 5952.  

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonBallaghaderreen
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Type of Service SESSIONAL

CCSECCE
Congratulations and thanks for the years of 

hard work and encouragement.



Type of ServicePARENT & TODDLER

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon
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Ballaghaderreen

Congratulations to RCCC on their 
10th Anniversary.  

Lisacul Parent and Toddler group has been in operation for over 10 years 
and serves as a valuable meeting point for parents of Pre-school children 
and babies.  Parent and Toddler group runs from 12:15p.m. on Fridays in the 
Lisacul Community Centre.  The group operates free of charge so as to ensure 
that all parents wishing to avail of it can afford to do so and tea and biscuits 
are organised by participants. 

The parent & toddler group provides a place where young children can learn to 
interact with others their age.  Also, it is a good introduction to the pre-school 
service where it is held, and is facilitated by a member of the playschool staff.  
Toys are available to cater for all ages between 0 and 5 years of age and there 
is an outdoor play area with slides and ride on toys.  Highchairs, baby seats 
and other specialised baby equipment are supplied as well to ensure both 
parents and babies are as comfortable as possible.

Brightsparks 
Parent & Toddler Group

Established: 1996

Contact Details
Lisacul Community Centre, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 087 6278844



Stepping Stones Parent & Toddler Group was set up in 1995.  The group meets 
in the community hall on a Wednesday morning from 10:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. 
giving parents and children the chance to get together.  Parents can meet with 
other parents, talk about issues that may be of concern to them, informally 
share advice and give information.  The children can play and socialise with 
others.  We do different activities and play games with the children.  

The parent and toddler group is much appreciated by all of those who attend.  
We hope that this group has continual success, and all parents and young 
children in the area are invited to join us.   

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonBallaghaderreen

Stepping Stones 
Parent & Toddler Group
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Established: 1995

Type of Service PARENT & TODDLER

Contact Details
Community Hall, Oakwood Village, 
Circular Road, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon 
Tel: 086 730 9911

Congratulations to the Manager and Staff of 

RCCC on their 10th Anniversary.  
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Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon Boyle

Terms Explained

Early Childhood Care 
& Education Services 
Directory

FULL DAY: Full Day Service (Over 5 hrs)

PART TIME: Half Day Service (3.5 to 5 hrs)

SESSIONAL: 
Is a service that provides care and education to 
children for a maximum 3.5 hour session.

CHILDMINDING: 
A Childminder that offers Childcare 
within their own home. 

P&T = PARENT & TODDLER GROUPS
Where Parents/Carers & children meet on a 
regular informal basis.  

SAC = SCHOOL AGED CHILDCARE SERVICE
A safe environment for Children to learn 

and play out of School hours.  

Childcare Employment & 
Training Support Scheme

CETS

Community Childcare 
Subvention Scheme 

CCS

The Early Childhood Care 
& Education (ECCE) Scheme

ECCE



Boyle has the proud distinction that it has the only jail in the country which is 
occupied by pre-school children.  More importantly they love it. Boyle Social 
Services Pre-school was set up with the primary aim of offering educational 
opportunities to all children within the local community, regardless of 
background or income. It started in a rented room in 1981, and three 
years later moved into the Old Jail, which had been taken over after major 
refurbishment by the Social Services Council.  This is an historic building, 
which, despite its original purpose, is pleasant, interesting, inviting, and 
full of character.  

The pre-school has grown from strength to strength, having started with one 
session and moving to two sessions daily.  The morning session runs from 
9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m.  The afternoon session begins at 12:30p.m. and ends 
at 3:30p.m.  We participate in the ECCE scheme.  

Over the years, the pre-school has built up a reputation for providing a well 
organised, safe, stimulating, and welcoming environment for the children 
and their parents, with a committed management team and excellent 
well qualified staff. The curriculum is wide and varied, not doctrinaire, 
but drawing on the best of different educational theories. The approach 
is holistic, identifying, where necessary, other needs of the children, and 
in partnership with their parents, linking where appropriate with services 
offered by other Agencies.

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonBoyle

Boyle Social Services  
Pre-school
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Type of Service SESSIONAL

Boyle Social Services Pre-school is happy to welcome 

the increase in support in Pre-School services over 

the last number of years, and the support of the RCCC 

over the last ten years.

Contact Details
The Crescent, Boyle, Co. Roscommon 
Tel: 071 966 2717

ECCE

Established: 1981



Arigna Community Playschool is located in the centre of Arigna village 
providing a pre-school service to the local community. We are committed 
to meeting the individual needs of each child to help them meet their full 
developmental potential.  

Arigna Community Playschool participates in the Early Childhood Care 
and Education scheme which offers a free pre-school place to children 
aged between 3 years and 2 months and 4 years and 7 months. We also 
participate in the Community Childcare Subvention scheme which offers 
reduced childcare costs to parents who meet the criteria.

Over the years we have built a strong relationship with the parents in the 
community, who recognise the importance of quality Early Childhood Care 
and Education. The playschool implements a play based curriculum as the 
staff in Arigna Community Playschool recognise, understand and value the 
importance of learning through play.

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Contact Details
Arigna Hall, Arigna, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 086 8616286

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Arigna Community 
Playschool Co. Ltd.
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Boyle

On the occasion of their 10th Anniversary, we wish to congratulate RCCC Manager and Staff on all their hard work and support 
through the years.

Established: 2001

CCSECCE



Ardcarne Parent & Toddler Group was set up in 2010.  Parents and children 
meet in Cootehall National School gym area on Monday mornings between 
10:30a.m. & 12:30p.m.  Currently, seven parents and their children enjoy 
activities such as music and dance, storytelling, and arts and crafts 
activities

This is a great way for parents to meet other adults and children to play with 
children of the same age in your local area.  

Some benefits of attending our parent & toddler group include:  
•	 Children	get	the	opportunity	to	socialise	and	interact	with	peers		 	
 enabling them to develop socially and gain confidence within 
 the group.
•	 Children	get	the	opportunity	to	play	with	new	toys	and	join	in
 activities with new people in a new environment.
•	 Adults	get	the	opportunity	to	socialise	with	each	other	and	to	learn		 	
 from each others experiences. It reduces isolation sometimes felt 
 by parents caring for very young children in the home.  

Ardcarne parent and toddler group is open to all families in the community.  
All are welcome!! 

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonBoyle

Ardcarne 
Parent & Toddler Group
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Type of Service PARENT & TODDLER

Contact Details
Ardcarne National School, Cootehall, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 086 302 6180

Established: 2010

Ardcarne Parent and Toddler group wishes the 

Manager and Staff of RCCC all the best on 

their 10th Anniversary



Kilronan Community Pre-school opened in 2000. Since then the service 
has grown as we provide a vital service to the community. In September 
2011 we have 16 children availing of our service. We implement the High/
scope curriculum in our pre-school as we feel it recognises each child 
as an individual. Our aim is for each child to achieve their potential and 
to provide them with activities and opportunities to expand and extend 
their development.  The management and staff at Kilronan Community 
Pre-school are committed to providing a quality service and keep up to 
date with developments in the childcare sector. 

We are located in the primary school grounds and have developed strong 
links with the staff in the primary school, which helps the children in their 
transition from pre-school to primary school. When we first opened our 
doors we had a limited amount of equipment, and the building needed 
some refurbishment. Today, we have a very well equipped pre-school 
and a lovely outdoor play area where the children enjoy the best of both 
indoor and outdoor activities.

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Kilronan 
Community Playschool
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Boyle

We would like to thank the RCCC Manager and Staff for all their help throughout the years. Being a Voluntary Management 
Committee with no childcare experience, 

having professionals available for 
advice is crucial.

Established: 2000

Contact Details
Ballyfarnon, Boyle, Co. Roscommon 
Tel: 071 9647910

CCSECCE



In 1987 the Family Life Centre was founded.  A Parent and Toddler Group 
was established from an enthusiastic group of “parenting” facilitators.  At 
the time of establishment, 15 children attended the Parent and Toddler 
Group, now there are up to 25 children attending. Today the Parent and 
Toddler Group is vibrant - mainly due to a vision owned by some dynamic 
volunteers.  

The Parent and Toddler Group runs on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 
10:00a.m. - 12:30p.m. All parents and carers / guardians are welcome.  
There is another Parent and Todder Group on Friday mornings, called
 ‘A Child’s Play for Dad’s.’  This session runs from 10:00a.m. - 12:30p.m.  

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonBoyle

Family Life Centre Childsplay 
Parent & Toddler Group
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Type of Service PARENT & TODDLER

Greetings from all at the 

Family Life Centre in Boyle.

Contact Details
Knocknashee, Boyle, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 071 966 3000

Established: 1987



The Parent and Toddler group began in September 2005 and was based on 
the newly renovated community centre in the village of Croghan. It was the 
first service of its kind in the area and was a start to fulfilling the needs of 
an increasing local population of parent’s young children.  It started with 
about ten to fourteen parents, swelling to about thirty parents and children 
on occasion.

It provided a much needed meeting place for young families in what is a very 
quiet rural location. Upon the opening of the new purpose built childcare 
facility, the group also moved. Meetings take place every Friday morning and 
as well as providing a place for a chat and a cuppa; it gives parents an insight 
to some of the other services they can avail of.

Type of ServicePARENT & TODDLER 

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Croghan Fairy Bush
Parent & Toddler Group
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Boyle

Croghan Fairy Bush  gratefully acknowledges the continuing support and funding received for its parent and toddler group. We wish RCCC every continued success and congratulate 
them on their 10th Anniversary.

Established: 2005

Contact Details
Croghan, Boyle, co. Roscommon
Tel: 071-9668400



Caroline Connolly  McLoughlin’s  Childminding service aims to prepare 
children to excel as young leaders of tomorrow by providing a kind, caring, 
home away from home experience, together with an active learning 
environment where the children we care for are allowed to grow and develop 
in a balanced way.

Dignity, respect, individuality and cultural differences are some of the core 
drivers in our childminding service.  Over the past 9 years we have instilled 
these qualities in well over 20 children.

Through our policy of healthy eating we have instilled healthy eating habits 
in all of the children that have passed through our service and in many 
cases we have positively influenced healthy eating in the families of these 
children.  We are proud of these achievements and it is hoped that we will 
build upon these achievements going forward. 

We have an excellent health and safety record and have recently been 
awarded the NISO (National Irish Safety Organisation) award at prestigious 
level and have the distinction of being the only childcare service in Ireland 
to have achieved this award.

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonBoyle

Caroline Connolly McLoughlin
Childminding Service
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Type of Service FULL DAY  |  CHILDMINDING  |  SAC

The support and professional 

assistance provided by the Manager and Staff of 

Roscommon County Childcare Committee over the past 

decade has been second to none. Roscommon County 

Childcare Committee provides a pivotal service to the 

development of quality childcare in the county 

and we wish them well for the next decade.

Established: 2002

Contact Details
Elphin Road, Carrick on Shannon, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 071 96 23273

Caroline Connolly-McLoughlin
Childminding Services



The Playhouse Crèche was established in 1998 in my own home.  In 2002 
we purpose built a childcare service to facilitate the demand from 6 to 48 
children. In the last ten years, we have grown from strength to strength and 
the Playhouse Crèche offers the service of a baby room which caters for 6 
children aged 4 months to 1 year, with 2 staff working in this room. 

 We also have 2 toddler rooms: one which caters for 10 children (1-2 year olds) 
and 2 staff members, and the other toddler room has 12 children and 2 staff. 
We also have a pre-school service and a full day care service which caters 
for 24 children.  Other amenities which are provided include an outdoor 
facility with a grass area, a baby garden and soft matting all year round.  We 
are participating in the 38 and 50 week ECCE scheme, and also in the CETS 
scheme.   A play based curriculum is implemented in the Playhouse Creche.  

Type of ServiceFULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL  |  SAC

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon
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Boyle

We, at the Playhouse, wish all in the 
Roscommon County Childcare Committee 

continued success in their great work.

Established: 1998

Contact Details
No. 7 The Wells, Cortober, 
Carrick-on-Shannon, Co.Roscommon 
Tel: 071 9621962

CETS ECCE

The Playhouse
Creche & Playschool



I decided to become a stay at home Mum as I wanted to spend extra time 
with my own children.  I enjoyed being with children on a full time basis 
and I discovered that I am good working with them. After a few years I 
decided to set up my childminding business in my own home.  I contacted 
Roscommon County Childcare Committee (RCCC) for advice and support 
and after completing training, became a voluntary notified childminder with 
RCCC.  I have completed the full FETAC level 5 childcare qualification, First 
Aid, Quality Assurance Programme, and have obtained Garda clearance. 

 I still keep in contact with all the children I have cared for over the years. 
They have become part of my family and like all family members, they stay 
in contact. I have availed of the childminding development grant on two 
separate occasions, to develop an outdoor play area and to replace toys 
and equipment in my service.  My childminding service offers a home from 
home environment to the children I care for. I use a play based approach as 
I find this the best method for working with young children.  Children in my 
service are encouraged in all areas of their development and I have an open 
door policy in which parents are welcome to drop in at any time

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonBoyle

Busy Kids Childminding 
Service - Deborah Beirne
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Type of Service FULL DAY  |  CHILDMINDING  |  SAC

I have received great support from all the team at 

RCCC over the years, which enables me to be in a 

position to offer a Quality Childminding Service.Contact Details
Cortober, Carrick on Shannon, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 071 9620737

Established: 2001



In 2006, Minister Michael McDowell approved a grant for the purpose of the 
development of a purpose built childcare service, now called Croghan Fairy 
Bush Community Childcare.  

Thanks to the architects design, EOCP funding, RCCC and the HSE, as well as 
a talented team of staff members and the dedication of the same Voluntary 
Management Committee, today, we are proud to be able to provide full day 
care and afterschool facilities for up to 54 children.  The ages range from 6 
months to 12 years old.  Being the first service of its kind in the area, our 
greatest success was the move into our purpose built facility in January 2009.  
Numbers have increased from 31 in 2009 to 54 in September 2011.  From an 
initial staff of two part time childcare practitioners, we now employ 8 part time 
and 6 full time staff.  

We put our success down to co-operation at all levels, wonderful parent 
support, on going staff training, a valued FÁS contribution, as well as prudent 
accounting and fundraising. We pride ourselves on providing a first class 
service to parents & children. We are dedicated to continually improving and 
enhancing the services we provide and look forward to continuing to service 
the local and surrounding communities.  

Type of ServiceFULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL  |  SAC

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

The Fairy Bush Croghan 
Community Childcare
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Boyle

Croghan Fairy Bush Ltd. gratefully 
acknowledges the ongoing support from RCCC. We congratulate you on your 10th Anniversary and wish you continued success.

Established: 2007

CETS CCSECCE
Contact Details
Croghan, Boyle, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 071-9668400



Tangier Tots Childcare Centre first opened its’ doors on the 7th January 2008 
catering for 24 full time children.  Today our childcare service provides a 
pre-school and playschool service and also has a toddler room, all of which 
have with both sessional and full time capacity.  The staff in these rooms 
implement a combination of both Montessori and a play based curriculum.  
We also provide an after school service.  Overall, our service now has 
capacity for 36 full day care children whose places can be full time, part time 
or sessional.  We participate in the ECCE and CETS childcare schemes.  

Tangier Tots is a purpose built childcare service.  Our enthusiastic staff 
are dedicated to engaging in Continuing Professional Development and to 
the welfare, well-being and development of all the children in our care.  At 
Tangier Tots Childcare Centre we like to engage with the wider community, 
bringing the children on trips to the library, fire, Garda and train stations, 
restaurants, and hairdressers.  We also celebrate other cultures and 
celebrations e.g. Chinese New Year. 
 
During the course of the year each child makes a ‘My day at Tangier Tots’ 
book filled with photos of the children and their own drawings which they 
bring home at the end of the year!!  

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonBoyle

Tangier Tots 
Childcare Centre

78 Published by Roscommon County Childcare Committee , 2011

Type of Service FULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL  |  PART TIME

Tangier Tots wish to thank RCCC for their continuing 

support and advisory assistance and to congratulate 

all involved on the special occasion of their 10th 

Anniversary.  
Contact Details
Tangier, Boyle, Co. Roscommon
 Tel: 071 966 4563

Established: 2008

CETS ECCE



Ardcarne Community Playschool was established in 1996 following a number 
of fundraising activities in the local community. Our pre-school and after school 
services operate out of the local national school in Cootehall.  

Early Bird:      9:00a.m. to 9:30a.m.
This service caters for school aged children.  This gives school aged children 
the opportunity to socialise with other children before they attend class in the 
morning.  

Pre-School:     9:30a.m. to 1:00p.m.
We provide the High/scope curriculum. This is an approach to early learning 
which identifies and builds upon children’s strengths, interests and abilities.

After-school:   2:10p.m. to 3:10p.m. and 2:10p.m. to 6:00p.m.
The after school service is for school age children, up to, and including, sixth 
class children. Some junior pupils stay between 2:10pm & 3:10pm, while others 
stay with the older children up to 6pm.  We provide a home cooked meal, a 
quiet area for homework, both indoor and outdoor games and activities. 
 
Camps:  
We run an out of school camp at Easter, and a three week summer camp 
(including a week for pre-school children).  One of the future goals of Ardcarne 
is to run a camp at Halloween.   

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL  |  SAC

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Ardcarne Community 
Playschool/Afterschool
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Boyle

Ardcarne Community Childcare Service Ltd. wishes Roscommon County Childcare Committee a happy 10th Anniversary and continued success 
for the future.

Established: 1996

CETS CCSECCE
Contact Details
Cootehall, Boyle, Co. Roscommon
071 966 7140 



After sixteen years experience of working in Pre-school settings, I opened my 
childminding service in 2007.  I currently care for three children on a part time 
basis. The ethos of my service is to meet the individual needs of the child, to 
help them reach their developmental milestones and to ensure their learning 
in their early years is an enjoyable experience. 

I also have experience of working with children with additional needs, and 
my childminding service is available to all children regardless of ethnic 
background or ability. I thoroughly enjoy working with children and we engage 
in a full range of activities throughout each day.  I offer a play based approach 
as I believe children respond and learn better when they enjoy the activities 
they are engaged in. My service is child friendly and parents are informed 
of their children’s activities and achievements on a regular basis.   I believe 
offering quality childcare is very important and I am notified as a childminder 
to Roscommon County Childcare Committee.

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonBoyle

Vicky Nolan
Childminding Service
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Type of Service FULL DAY  |  CHILDMINDING  |  SAC

Congratulations on your 10th Anniversary. Thanks 

very much for all your help and guidance in 

developing my quality childminding service.

Contact Details
Rathallen, Boyle, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 071 9668313

Established: 2007



My childminding service is a home from home environment, providing full day 
care. My goal is to provide a happy, secure and loving environment to enable 
the children to develop and grow at their own pace. From my experience of 
working in the childcare sector, I recognise that each child has their own 
comfort zone, learning styles, personalities and each with unique talents.

My childminding service has a playroom designed to encourage each child 
to meet their full potential.  I started my childminding service in January 2011 
and became voluntary notified to Roscommon County Childcare Committee 
as I want my service to be recognised as a quality childminding service.

Type of ServiceFULL DAY  |  CHILDMINDING

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Laura Mc Donagh
Childminding Service
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Boyle

Congratulations to the Manager and Staff of 
RCCC on your 10th Anniversary. 

Established: 2011

Contact Details
Kilmacroy, Ballyfarnon, Boyle, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 086-0675381 



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonCastlerea 
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Terms Explained

Early Childhood Care 
& Education Services 
Directory

FULL DAY: Full Day Service (Over 5 hrs)

PART TIME: Half Day Service (3.5 to 5 hrs)

SESSIONAL: 
Is a service that provides care and education to 
children for a maximum 3.5 hour session.

CHILDMINDING: 
A Childminder that offers Childcare 
within their own home. 

P&T = PARENT & TODDLER GROUPS
Where Parents/Carers & children meet on a 
regular informal basis.  

SAC = SCHOOL AGED CHILDCARE SERVICE
A safe environment for Children to learn 

and play out of School hours.  

Childcare Employment & 
Training Support Scheme

CETS

Community Childcare 
Subvention Scheme 

CCS

The Early Childhood Care 
& Education (ECCE) Scheme

ECCE



My name is Linda O’Byrne and I offer a childminding service from my 
home. Before I took this career choice, I did a lot of research and contacted 
Roscommon County Childcare Committee and the HSE, where I received 
relevant information regarding the guidelines and the correct procedures to 
open a business in childcare. 

My service is open Monday to Friday, 8:30a.m. - 5:30p.m.  I also offer a 
childminding service outside of these hours which may be arranged on an 
individual basis with families. Angels and Devils Childcare Services recognise 
that children have their own strengths and can develop by exploring everyday 
experiences they come across. I provide the children with a variety of play 
activities and learning equipment.

I have availed of the Childminding Development grant through RCCC and I 
have received excellent support from them. My service is notified to the 
Health Service Executive Western Area. I am open to inspection on an annual 
basis to comply with the Childcare Pre-school Services Regulations 2006. All 
official reports can be seen by the parents of children I have in my care.

Type of ServiceFULL DAY  |  CHILDMINDING  |  SAC

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Angels & Devils 
Childminding Service
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Castlerea 

Congratulations to RCCC and thank you to the Management and Staff for all of your support

Established: 2004

Contact Details
Arm, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 087 2775590



Castlerea Playschool has been part of the community for over 25 years. It was 
set up in 1983 by Castlerea Social Services Committee who recognised the 
need for a pre-school service in the town. The playschool was set up with 
the aid of a £500 start-up grant and given room in the local courthouse. In 
that first year, eight children enrolled. Since then, demand for places has 
grown considerably, and today 40 children attend the facility. In 1989 the 
Social Services Committee purchased a building on St. Patrick’s Street. The 
playschool moved there and remains there to this day. Several years ago 
the Social Services Committee handed over the running of the playschool 
to a Voluntary Management Committee made up of parents of children who 
attended the playschool. 

The ethos of Castlerea Playschool has always been to provide and affordable 
pre-school service to the whole community. It is the policy of the playschool 
to accept all children regardless of gender, culture, language, religion or 
disability. It is thanks to the hard work of both the management committee 
and the highly qualified and dedicated staff that the playschool continues to 
grow and thrive.

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonCastlerea 

Castlerea Community 
Playschool
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Type of Service SESSIONAL

We would like to wish Roscommon County Childcare 

Committee well on their 10th Anniversary and thank 

them for their continued help and support over the years.

Established: 1983

Contact Details
St. Patrick’s Street, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 094 9620317

CCSECCE



Since our Parent and Toddler group has started, it has grown from strength to 
strength. We have attended training courses, and organised parent/toddler 
outings and activities within the group, and organise a parents night out once 
a month. We have become multicultural, with nationalities from Latvia, Brazil, 
Poland, Germany, England and Russia attending.

We use part of our grant funding towards providing a Kindermusik class 
which includes music, movement and dance activities.  We also use the grant 
money for training courses made available to us through RCCC. We meet every 
Wednesday from 10:30a.m. - 12:30p.m. in the Scout Den in Castlerea. Our 
aim is for children to meet, play and socialise, helping to develop their play 
skills, social skills, craft skills and preparing them for that big step towards 
primary school.

Type of ServicePARENT & TODDLER

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Castlerea 
Parent & Toddler Group
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Castlerea 

We would like to thank the RCCC for their support in our Parent and Toddler group and 
training opportunities. 

Established: 2007

Contact Details
Scout Den, The Demesne, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 087 2726702



I  have a great interest in children and how they develop as individuals. 
I began my childminding service taking care of my grandchildren on an ad hoc 
basis. In 2009 with advice and support from Roscommon County Childcare 
Committee I decided to formalise my situation and became a voluntary 
notified childminder.  I attended the relevant training, got Garda clearance, 
insurance and developed policies and procedures for my service. This process 
has ensured that I have reached the national standards as outlined in the 
National Childcare Strategy (2006-2010). 

I offer a quality childminding service and recognise each child as an individual 
who has individual needs, goals and aims. I encourage the children to be 
independent and provide them with challenges appropriate to their age and 
ability. We enjoy a number of activities including painting, play-dough, story-
time and baking.  We also like to explore the outdoors and living in a rural 
area we include this in our daily activities.

I have received great help and support from Roscommon County Childcare 
Committee including the Childminding Development Grant (CMDG) which 
enabled me to purchase equipment that enhanced the quality of the service 
I provide.

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonCastlerea 

Mary Hussey
Childminding Service
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Type of Service FULL DAY  |  CHILDMINDING  |  SAC

I would like to thank the Manager and Staff of 

Roscommon County Childcare Committee for the advice 

and support they have given me in setting up a quality 

childcare service. Congratulations and continued success 

for the next decade and beyond

Established: 2009

Contact Details
Emlagh, Castleplunkett, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 086 8902008



The playschool was established in 1999 by a group of mothers, in the local 
parish hall. They had very little funding and equipment, and the hall was 
quite run down and sparsely equipped. Since then there have been quite a 
few different committees who have obtained funding, and have made a lot 
of enhancements to the hall. The playgroup has put in a new kitchen, new 
windows and doors and new flooring. 

Jack & Jill Playgroup implement the High/scope curriculum, with fully trained 
staff and a well equipped playschool. In 2009 we won the AIB Better Ireland 
Awards for the playschool. We currently have three staff in our playschool. The 
senior practitioner is educated to FETAC Level 6 in childcare and the two staff 
mentioned have FETAC Level 5 in childcare.

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Jack & Jill Playgroup
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Castlerea 

Continued success to the Roscommon County Childcare Committee and many thanks for all the 
help over the years.

Established: 1999

CCSECCE
Contact Details
Ballinlough, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon
Tel:  094 9640787 / 0863721446



Country Kids, formerly known as Little Rubies, first opened their doors in 
November 2005 with a staff of two adults and eight children, operating from a 
rented private house. Country Kids is owned and managed by Mary J. Cuddy, 
who prior to this move, had been a private childminder in her own home.
Mary was advised that government funding was available for private providers 
towards the building costs of renovating an existing building and/or building 
a purpose built childcare centre. Mary found through research that there was 
a need in the area for a childcare facility and decided to build from scratch.  As 
she had a suitable green field site, she began the process of putting together 
a business plan in order to apply for funding. With help and direction from 
RCCC every step of the way, funding was received.  Building commenced on 
the proposed purpose built centre and the doors were opened in October 
2010.

Country Kids is now a state of the art childcare facility catering for all age 
groups, and is located in the heart of the countryside.
They have gone from strength to strength since they were first founded and 
now cater for 73 children and employ a staff of fifteen, thus providing a much 
needed service in the area.

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonCastlerea 

Country Kids
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Type of Service FULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL  |  SAC

I can honestly say that without the enormous help and 

support from the RCCC, from start to finish, of my project 

and their continued support Country Kids would not be 

in existence. A big Thank You to the Manager and Staff. 

From Mary J. Cuddy.

Established: 2005

Contact Details
Killinerty, Oran, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 0862028771

CETS ECCE



Nursery Thymes prides itself on welcoming children from all walks of life and 
providing them with a diverse early education based on enjoyment and social 
interaction. Nursery Thymes playschool implements a play-based curriculum 
which allows children to lead their own learning. We also pride ourselves on 
our 4 experienced staff, fully equipped playschool and outdoor area. 

Over the past 14 years our playschool service has become an integral part 
of the wider Community of Cloonfad.  It has provided a safe, enjoyable early 
learning environment for more than 200 children from the area.  We have 
succeeded in moving to a purpose built premises on the local Primary school 
grounds which has added enormously to the well being of the staff and 
children. 

We have progressed from a voluntary 3 day ‘help out’ by parents, to providing 
a professional 5 day sessional service with qualified staff who are constantly 
engaging in professional development training. Nursery Thymes offers a 
sessional service from 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  daily and parents can also 
avail of the ECCE Scheme and CCS Scheme here. 

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Nursery Thymes 
Community Playschool
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Castlerea 

Roscommon County Childcare Committee are a vital aid to Voluntary Community Services, you have provided us with information and help with all aspects of our service from staff/committee training to funding applications.  For this we thank you for your co operation and easy accessibility in all our work throughout 
the years.

Established: 1997

CCSECCE
Contact Details
Cloonfad, Ballyhaunis, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 087 6475075



Cuddles and Care Crèche is a purpose built facility, which opened in August 
2007. We cater for children aged between three months and ten years old. 
We have a baby room, toddler room, playschool room and Montessori room. 
There is also a fully equipped outdoor play area. We open from 7:30 a.m. to 
6:30 p.m. daily. We currently employ two full-time and two part-time staff. 

The pre-school room in the crèche implements a Montessori curriculum.  
Throughout the whole crèche the management and staff endeavour that every 
child is treated with respect, and is allowed to develop naturally at their own 
pace. Staff in the service hold both Montessori qualifications as well as FETAC 
Level 6 in Childcare.

Cuddles and Care can provide your child with balanced, nutritional meals and 
offers a high quality standard of childcare for your little ones. 

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonCastlerea 
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Type of Service FULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL

Congratulations. We wish Roscommon County 

Childcare Committee every success in the future, and 

want to thank them for all their help over the past 

four years.

Established: 2007

Contact Details
Cloonfad, Ballyhaunis, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 094 96 46246

CETS ECCE

Cuddles & Care Creche



Happy Feet Playschool opened in September 2011. We are located at 
Knockroe, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon. We offer a sessional pre-school service 
from Monday-Friday, 9:30a.m. - 12:30p.m., for children aged two years and 
six months up to five years. The playschool is under the management of Anita 
Flynn, Castlerea. Our facilities include a large play room which can hold up to 
a maximum of 20 children per session, and a complementary large outdoor 
area.

We offer a wide, varied and structured programme including arts and crafts, 
music and dance, songs and story telling, play dough, sand and water play, 
physical education, gardening and nature.

Our playschool provides children with pre-school education which gives them 
a good base for developing their learning skills, interacting with others and 
preparing them for starting National School. Parents can now avail of a free 
playschool place in our setting through the ECCE scheme.  For further enquires 
phone Anita 086-0715332

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Happy Feet Playschool
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Castlerea 

A special thanks to all Staff of RCCC on their support, help and advice they gave me on 
setting up my new childcare service. 

They were fantastic. Thank you.

Established: 2011

ECCE
Contact Details
Ballinlough, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon
Tel:  086 0715332
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Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon Roscommon

Roscommon
Terms Explained

Early Childhood Care 
& Education Services 
Directory

FULL DAY: Full Day Service (Over 5 hrs)

PART TIME: Half Day Service (3.5 to 5 hrs)

SESSIONAL: 
Is a service that provides care and education to 
children for a maximum 3.5 hour session.

CHILDMINDING: 
A Childminder that offers Childcare 
within their own home. 

P&T = PARENT & TODDLER GROUPS
Where Parents/Carers & children meet on a 
regular informal basis.  

SAC = SCHOOL AGED CHILDCARE SERVICE
A safe environment for Children to learn 

and play out of School hours.  

Childcare Employment & 
Training Support Scheme

CETS

Community Childcare 
Subvention Scheme 

CCS

The Early Childhood Care 
& Education (ECCE) Scheme

ECCE



We are a community non-for-profit organisation running a successful 
pre-school service in the town for the past nineteen years.

We provide quality, inclusive, and affordable childcare and endeavour to 
keep our costs to a minimum for families in our community. We run two 
sessions daily, Monday to Friday (8:45a.m. - 12:15p.m./12:45p.m. - 4:15p.m.), 
from September through to June of each year. We cater for children from 
many countries i.e. Poland, Brazil, Latvia, Chechen, Lithuanian, Pakistan, 
India, England and Ireland and we endeavour to embrace their different 
cultures. We follow the High/scope curriculum which encourages the holistic 
development of the child, with adults and children working in partnership 
whilst following a daily routine.

The playgroup is run by a Voluntary Management Committee who employ 
one full time and three part time highly qualified childcare practitioners. 
The staff work closely with many agencies such as the HSE, Brothers of 
Charity, RCCC and the local national schools in order to meet the needs of 
our children and families and to provide a high quality service.

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonRoscommon

Roscommon Community 
Playgroup Ltd.
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Type of Service SESSIONAL

Congratulations to RCCC team on your 

10th Anniversary from all at Roscommon 

Community Playgroup Ltd.Contact Details
Henry Street, Roscommon, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6627208

Established: 1993

CCSECCE



My service was established in 1992 and started off with just two children. 
I have worked extremely hard, and today I have a purpose built pre-
school service catering for twenty children. We provide a high quality play 
based curriculum.  Our play environment enables children to develop 
their imagination, to explore natural materials, to interact with others, to 
communicate and to develop life skills. 

At our “Graduation Party” on the 27/06/11, one of the children who 
graduated was the youngest of a family of six who had all attended our 
service - her eldest brother was one of the first two children who attended 
my service back in 1992! We work closely with all the relevant childcare 
organisations and our service is fully in compliance wit the Childcare Pre-
School Regulations 2006.  The management and staff of my childcare service 
are engaging in Síolta, the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood 
Education at the formal level with RCCC and the NCNA.  

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Linda Madden’s 
Pre-school
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Roscommon

Congratulations to Roscommon County Childcare Committee on your 10th Anniversary and 
continued success.

Established: 1992

Contact Details
12 Antogher Road, Roscommon, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6625618

ECCE



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonRoscommon

ABC Pre-school
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Type of Service SESSIONAL

I would like to thank RCCC 

for their support and advice down through the years. 

It is fantastic to have this support and without RCCC 

we would not be in the position that we are in today.  

We appreciate having relevant information readily 

available, and we are delighted to have training 

courses available to us throughout the year for 

professional development. 

Established: 1993

Joan Moran’s ABC Pre-school has more than twenty-one years experience in 
providing the best in childcare and caters for pre-school children aged from 
two years and ten months to over five years old. Situated on Antogher Road, 
Roscommon, your child will spend their morning in the safe, fun and caring 
environment with two fully qualified staff caring for your children at all times.

Both members of staff hold extensive qualifications in childcare including 
FETAC Level 5 and 6 in Supervision in Childcare, Montessori Teaching Diploma, 
certificates in occupational first aid and numerous other relevant certificates. 
Catering for up to twelve children, the staff at ABC can ensure that your child 
receives plenty of individual attention and care in a fully secure and integrated 
environment. ABC provides an unique “home from home” atmosphere for the 
children. It has a large garden facility and outdoor equipment for children 
who love to play and explore the outdoors. ABC is a happy place where arts 
and crafts, music, song, socialising and integrating are encouraged and daily 
features.

We are open from 9:05a.m. - 12:30p.m. five days a week. ABC Pre-school 
participates in the  ECCE Scheme (free pre-school year for all children).
The County Library bus visits ABC Pre-school every six weeks which always 
stirs great excitement among the children.  The children have the opportunity 
to borrow their favourite books and CDs.  This experience gives the children 
an opportunity to read together, and to chat to each other about the book they 
have chosen. Apart from selecting books, the children love climbing up on the 
big yellow bus and chatting to the staff.  

Contact Details
Antogher Road, Roscommon, Co. Roscommon
Tel:  090 6626889 

ECCE



Greenfields Childcare & Montessori was established in 2002 by Lisnamult 
Residents Association Ltd. The centre was officially opened by President 
McAleese in 2003. The service implements the following childcare schemes: 
the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) scheme, the Early Childhood 
Care & Education (ECCE) scheme (free pre-school year) and the CETS 
scheme. The service offers full day care, part-time and sessional services, 
as well as an after-school service.  This is a community run, not-for-profit 
service which offers affordable childcare to all families. 

The staff of Greenfields Childcare is involved in regular training and up-
skilling ensuring implementation of a quality planned programme of care 
and pre-school education. Both Montessori & High/scope curricula are 
implemented within the centre. The centre is fully HSE compliant and boasts 
of a well resourced crèche, after-school room, and outdoor play area.  The 
Voluntary Management Committee and staff are committed to improving the 
quality of their childcare service.  One way in which Greenfields Childcare 
& Montessori aims to improve the quality of their childcare service is by 
attending Síolta workshops.  This gives staff the opportunity to reflect 
upon their current practice, service and improve all aspects of their Early 
Childhood Care and Education setting.  

Type of ServiceFULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL  |  PART TIME  |  SAC

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Greenfields 
Childcare & Montessori
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Roscommon

We would like to congratulate RCCC on their 10th Anniversary, whose support and guidance is instrumental to our childcare service.  We appreciate their provision to us and our families with relevant and up to date information regarding the childcare sector and training. RCCC ‘s support has been vital and is greatly valued.

Established: 2002

Contact Details
Lisnamult, Roscommon, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 66 26152

CETS CCSECCE



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonRoscommon
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Type of Service FULL DAY  |  SAC

We would like to thank Roscommon County Childcare 

Committee for all the help and support you have given us. 

We are all in this together. 

Established: 2004

We began as a sessional service with one room catering for babies, toddlers 
and pre-school children. Thanks to capital funding, we now have a toddler/
baby room and a pre-school room, with both rooms fully equipped with 
developmentally age appropriate toys. We operate a full day care service. 
Our staff are all qualified and are currently training towards a FETAC level 6 
childcare qualification. The crèche has a recently re-furbished outdoor area, 
and provides a quality child-centred curriculum. 

This Crèche is based in Roscommon Education and Development (READ) 
Centre, and is managed by Roscommon VEC. We offer the CETS, ECCE and CCS 
childcare schemes. 

Contact Details
READ Centre, Lisnamult, 
Roscommon, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 087 6177758

CETS CCSECCE

All Stars Creche



Our Parent and Toddler group was originally set up with guidance from the 
mobile playbus. A committee was formed to establish and run the Parent 
& Toddler group. We held a fundraising event and used funding from the 
Western Health Board to purchase the equipment that we needed to get 
started. 

We now hold our weekly meetings on Monday and Thursday mornings in the 
local community centre which is situated seven miles outside of Roscommon 
town in a rural area. Our Parent &Toddler group proves to be an invaluable 
link for parents and children, who, without this service, would have no adult 
interactions in their day and the children would have no means of meeting 
other children. The group is very important in helping new families in the 
area to settle and meet other families; many great friendships have been 
formed over the years. 

With the popularity of pre-school, and parents working, our numbers have 
fallen over the years.  Without the continued funding we receive from 
various agencies we would struggle to meet our running costs.  Past and 
present funding from various organisations, including Roscommon County 
Childcare Committee, the Katherine Howard foundation and the HSE has 
enabled us to make great improvements to our room and supply us with 
invaluable equipment and resources.

Type of ServicePARENT & TODDLER

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Clooneycolgan 
Parent & Toddler Group
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Roscommon

Clooneycolgan Parent and Toddler Group would like to congratulate RCCC and wish them continued success. Thank you to everyone in RCCC for your support and assistance over 
the last 10 years to our service.

Established: 1998

Contact Details
Clooneycolgan Community Centre
Clooneycolgan, Oran, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6662578



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonRoscommon

Jenny D’Arcy
Childminding Service
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Type of Service CHILDMINDING  |  SAC

I would like to congratulate RCCC on the 10th 

Anniversary and in particular the Childminding 

Advisory Officer as she has been a fantastic 

support and advisor to me.

Established: 2008

I am a mother and a grandmother, providing childcare for my two grand-
daughters since they were born.  In 2008, I embarked on a series of courses 
run by the Roscommon County Childcare Committee.  These courses and 
any future courses are invaluable to me both on a professional and personal 
development basis. Also, they benefit the wider community as I am a 
Brownie Leader. I have had many rewarding experiences in my work and as 
a volunteer, and will continue with further and ongoing studies.

I am a voluntary notified childminder to Roscommon County Childcare 
Committee.  In 2010, I received a RCCC Champion Award for my afterschool 
service.  

Contact Details
Dun Eala, Lecarrow, Co. Roscommom
Tel: 090 6661722



Since September 2010 we have been running a successful Parent and 
Toddler group.  We have different activities for toddlers such as arts and 
crafts and cookery. In the past we have also held first aid classes and talks 
from a nurse and dietician for parents on children’s health and diet.
This is a great way for parents to meet other adults, and children to play with 
children of the same age in the local area.  

Some benefits of attending our parent & toddler group include:  
•	 Children	get	the	opportunity	to	socialise	and	interact	with	peers		 	
 enabling them to develop socially and gain confidence within the   
 group.
•	 Children	get	the	opportunity	to	play	with	new	toys	and	join	in		 	
 activities with new people in a new environment.
•	 Adults	get	the	opportunity	to	socialise	with	each	other	and	to	learn		 	
 from each others experiences. It reduces isolation sometimes felt by  
 parents caring for very young children in the home.  

Suck Valley Parent and Toddler group is open to all families in the community.  
All are welcome!!  

Type of ServicePARENT & TODDLER

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Suck Valley 
Parent & Toddler Group
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Roscommon

Congratulations on the occasion of RCCC 10th Anniversary.  Without their help we would not be in a position to form a Parent and Toddler group 
in Athleague. 

Established: 2010

Contact Details
Suck Valley Angling Centre,
Athleague, Co. Roscommon.
Tel: 090 6663602



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonRoscommon

Tippytoes 
Parent & Toddler Group
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Type of Service PARENT & TODDLER

On behalf of Tippytoes Parent & Toddler group we 

would like to wish RCCC continued success in their 

endeavours and thank them for all their help.

Established: 2010

Tippytoes is a Parent and Toddler group. We meet once a week in Roscommon 
Town. The toddler group began meeting years ago, but was only formally 
established with the help of RCCC in 2010. Since Tippytoes was initiated we 
have completed a paediatric first aid course and approximately half of our 
parents attended. Our group allows parents who may be new to the area 
to meet other parents, have a chat and a cup of tea in a safe and secure 
environment. In the autumn we are looking forward to having a music and 
movement class once a month through Kindermusik.

Contact Details
St Coman’s Club, Roscommon Town, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6661839



Cam Community Pre-school has been up and running since 1985. Cam 
Community Pre-school is run by a Voluntary Management Committee and it 
offers both the ECCE & CCS childcare schemes. The High/scope curriculum 
is implemented in the pre-school. 

The numbers in attendance have increased since it opened in 1985. In the 
beginning we only opened three mornings a week, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., due to demand.  Now we are opened five mornings a week from 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. We are hoping to be in our new building in the near future 
where we will be able to cater for 20 pre-school children.

Our objective for the future is to set up a successful after-school service for 
children in local schools.  

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Cam Community 
Pre-School
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Roscommon

Down the years, we are very grateful for all the help and support we have received from all the staff in RCCC. Without the help and support of Roscommon County Childcare Committee and funding from Pobal our service would not be 
up and running.

Established: 1985

Contact Details
Cam, Brideswell, Co. Roscommon
Tel:  090 6488388 / 087 2979366

CCSECCE



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonRoscommon

Modelando Sonhos
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Type of Service PARENT & TODDLER

We want to send our congratulations to RCCC on their 

10th Anniversary, and ask God to bless all for the 

great support they give us. 

Established: 2011

Our group, “Modelando Sonhos” means “Shaping Dreams”. Our Parent 
& Toddler group just started in June 2011.  We hope to realise our dreams 
that have already begun to take shape. Once a week a group of parents 
and children meet.  During this time we share new ideas on children’s 
activities. We meet once a week at No. 1 Brogan’s Lane, Roscommon Town, 
on Wednesdays from 10:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. All are welcome.  

The enthusiasm of everyone is growing at each meeting and we are all 
looking forward to continuing successful next year!! 

Contact Details
1 Brogan’s Lane, Roscommon Town, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 086 2122873



Geraldine’s Little Rascals Montessori Pre-School is situated between 
the beautiful villages of Castlecoote and Fuerty, only 6km outside of 
Roscommon town. It is a privately run service by myself, Geraldine Mullen, 
who celebrated ten years in business in September 2011. The school prides 
itself as a major part of the Fuerty and Castlecoote communities.

Due to a recent extension in 2010, the pre-school can cater for 20 children. 
Our new extension offers a well designed classroom layout that aids 
children’s education and development where the children are able to freely 
develop in a space dedicated to discovery and experience in a harmonious 
and safe environment.

While at Geraldine’s, your child will enjoy a Montessori pre-school 
experience in a fun, loving, safe environment where we will strive to meet all 
of your child’s social, emotional and developmental needs. The school also 
provides a large, newly renovated outdoor play area which is accessible all 
year round to the children where they can tend to their little garden. We 
can also nurture their love of the outdoors by regularly taking nature walks 
in the beautiful country lanes where we spot rabbits, deer, and swans and 
pick flowers. Here at Geraldine’s, we recognise that the first six years are 
the most critical period in human development in which the foundations 
are laid for all later learning experiences, so we know the importance of 
maintaining the highest standards in childcare and childcare training.  Our 
staff members hold major FETAC Level 5 and 6 awards in childcare as well as 
Montessori teaching diplomas.

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Geraldine’s Little Rascals 
Montessori Pre-School
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Roscommon

Congratulations to the Roscommon County Childcare Committee for all your hard work and 
support over the last ten years.

Established: 2001

Contact Details
Cooley, Castlecoote, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6637946

ECCE



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonRoscommon

St. John’s Pre-school
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Type of Service SESSIONAL  |  SAC

Congratulations to RCCC on the occasion of their 10th 

Anniversary. Thanks for all their support and advice 

over the last six years and training facilitated. Many 

more years of success to you.

Established: 2005

We started in September 2005 in a small classroom in St. John’s National 
School, Lecarrow, Co. Roscommon. Initially, due to space restrictions, we 
could only cater for eight children. In 2009, we successfully secured capital 
funding which gave us the opportunity to build a new purpose built facility 
which is very spacious and full of natural light.  We offer the ECCE scheme 
(free pre-school year), CCS Scheme and CETS Scheme.

 Our pre-school session runs from 9:30a.m. - 12:30p.m. daily and our after-
school service is available from 2:00p.m. - 6:00p.m. daily. We currently 
have three staff members - two staff hold major awards at FETAC Level 6 and 
one staff a FETAC Level 5 award in childcare.  

RCCC has been instrumental in helping us secure funding and offering advice 
and support.  They have also organized education/training opportunities 
for both the staff and Voluntary Management Committee e.g. first aid, 
manual handling, Business Management Development Programme, among 
others, which are vital for childcare services. The pre-school staff of this 
childcare service participate in the Síolta pilot project at the formal level in 
Co. Roscommon.  

Contact Details
St. John’s National School, 
Lecarrow, Co. Roscommon
Tel:  087 2654651

CETS CCSECCE



I started my home from home childminding business in 2005. To date I 
have cared for children aged between 6 months and 4 years of age. I am 
now progressing to afterschool care to meet the needs of the children and 
parents who avail of my childminding service. 

I endeavour to meet the physical, educational, social and emotional 
needs of the child by providing a caring, family environment, which offers 
stimulating play and learning activities. I have built up a relationship with 
the parents that involve trust and mutual respect for each other. I offer a 
service tailored to meet the needs of the individual child to help support 
them in their early years.  I offer parents a flexible time service to enable 
them to meet their work and other commitments. 

I am voluntary notified to Roscommon County Childcare Committee and 
have attended training, information and network meetings run by them.  
I keep up to date with the developments in the childcare sector and will 
continue with my professional development throughout my career.

Type of ServiceCHILDMINDING  |  SAC

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Rosie Keane
Childminding Service
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Roscommon

My sincere thanks to the Manager and Staff of Roscommon County Childcare Committee for all the advice, help and support they have given me in the past 10 years. Congratulations to you all.

Established: 2005

Contact Details
Mount Talbot, Roscommon, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6623420



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonRoscommon

Ballagh Montessori 
Pre-school
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Type of Service SESSIONAL

Congratulations to RCCC on their 

10th Anniversary.  

Established: 2000

I opened up my pre-school within my own home in September 2000. At 
the time I had three young children, the eldest of which was ready to start 
pre-school. In the area in which I lived, there were no childcare facilities 
available to send my child to. Roscommon or Kiltoom were the only options, 
so I decided to open a childcare service myself. The whole experience 
has been really positive and the fact that you are not on your own is very 
reassuring. 

Back up from the Roscommon County Childcare Committee is invaluable 
as they are always there to keep you informed of what changes are taking 
place in childcare and they put resources in place to help you move with 
the changes. The annual inspection from the HSE is also valuable because 
it allows me to see at first hand that I am providing a quality service. In my 
own home, I could only cater for ten children yet my waiting list seemed to 
grow longer every year. I decided to expand and made enquires with my local 
community centre. Once again, the HSE were extremely accommodating and 
helped me to make this move. I now cater for twenty children and employ 
two staff members to work with me to provide the children within our care 
with a top quality pre-school service.

Contact Details
Cullen Hall, Knockcroghery, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 086 0806643

ECCE



As we have been in business for the last fifteen years, our business has grown 
and developed with the help of Pobal and Roscommon County Childcare 
Committee to steer our way into the future of childcare in Roscommon Town. 
We pride ourselves in gaining various FETAC certificates in childcare down 
through the years.

Little Rascals, a private based company situated on the Galway Road, Co. 
Roscommon opened in January 1996. We pride ourselves on a caring, homely 
and nurturing environment that aims to provide a programme of activities, 
which encourage the social, physical, emotional, language and intellectual 
development of children from the age of one year to five years old. We have 
developed our own curriculum in Little Rascals in both full day care and 
the playschool settings. This is achieved through the use of guidelines from 
both Síolta, the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education, 
and Aistear, the Early Childhood Curriculum Framework in developing our 
curriculum based on the following themes:

•			Exploring	and	Thinking			•			Communications			
•			Identity	and	belonging			•			Well	Being

We provide support, continuity and progression to encourage positive 
attitudes. Also, we provide a healthy diet which in turn will help children 
stay healthy as they grow and mature. We, at Little Rascals, provide a free 
pre-school year of Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE Scheme) for 
children of pre-school age.

Type of ServiceFULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Little Rascals
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Roscommon

We wish RCCC a happy 10th Anniversary. We, at Little Rascals, would like to thank our Childcare Development Worker in giving us great assistance and advice whenever we needed it.

Established: 1996

Contact Details
Galway Road, Roscommon, 
Co. Roscommon
Tel:  090 66 26762 / 087 2379659

CETS ECCE



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonRoscommon

Tír Na nóg Creche
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Type of Service FULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL  | SAC

We would like to thank Roscommon County 

Childcare Committee on their success to date, and 

acknowledge how important they are to childcare 

services out there. To all the Staff that are always 

obliging and helpful no matter what the situation is: 

Many thanks from all at Tír Na nÓg Creche for all 

of your help.

Established: 2005

Tír Na nÓg Crèche was established in January 2005. It is a purpose built 
premises located 1 mile outside Roscommon town. We started off with 3 
full-time staff and 25 children. We cater for toddlers from 1 – 2.5 years, 
with another fully equipped room for 2.5 years to 3.5 years and our new 
extension room for 3.5 – 4.5 years for pre-school, where we implement the 
ECCE Scheme (free pre-school year).

 Since its initial establishment, our service has grown, and we now employ 7 
staff with a capacity to cater for 55 children.  We also have a secure outside 
play area. With the help of Roscommon County Childcare Committee and 
other agencies, our staff has undergone a lot of training in many areas of 
childcare such as FETAC level 6, Child Protection and Buntús Start. As well 
as this, we are implementing Síolta, The National Quality Framework for 
Early Childhood Education. 

Contact Details
Cluain Fraoigh, Lanesboro Road, 
Roscommon, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6634950

CETS ECCE



In the late 1990’s, we developed our “Resource Centre” model, rather than 
specialised pre-school model. This ensured equity of service for children 
regardless of whether the families chose to have their service in the centre 
or out in a pre-school within the community. Lean Ar Aghaidh service in 
Roscommon started in 1997, followed by Siamsa, Frenchpark, in 2002.

In 2001 we started our Transition Support Service and we now provide a 
range of services for children with special needs, from parent and toddler 
groups to school support services and support for transition to primary 
school to the end of the first year in primary school.

Type of ServiceFULL DAY

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Lean Ar Aghaidh
Early Childhood Services
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Roscommon

The Brothers of Charity have a very close working relationship with RCCC and together we ensure the best possible opportunities are available for all 
children in the County. 

Established: 1997

Contact Details
Roxboro, Roscommon, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6625826



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonRoscommon

Réiltíní Roxboro 
Pre-school

112 Published by Roscommon County Childcare Committee , 2011

Type of Service SESSIONAL  |  SAC

We, at Réiltíní Roxboro Pre-school, would like to 

send our hearty congratulations to RCCC for the last 

ten years of dedication, support and advice which 

have been invaluable to providers in the county.

Established: 2009

Réiltíní Roxboro aims to provide a safe, bright, happy and caring 
environment in which we can support the children together with their 
parents. This enables the children to experience imaginative, creative, 
manipulative exploratory, physical, emotional and social play. The staff aim 
to encourage each child towards the development and practice of their own 
self confidence, independence and to express their emotions and feelings 
in an unintimidating way.

Réiltíní Roxboro opened in September 2009 under new management. 
Derrane Pastoral Council undertook a complete refurbishment of the 
building and over the last couple of years, has completed the work and 
plans to keep the building at its best for many years to come. We are a 
community run pre-school, run by a Voluntary Management Committee. We 
are notified to the HSE and are inspected annually. We offer the free pre-
school year (ECCE Scheme) in our pre-school service. Due to the high level 
of staff qualifications and experience, we receive the higher ECCE capitation 
grant.

In September 2010 we opened our after-school service, which provides a 
valuable service to the families in our community. We offer the CETS scheme 
in our afterschool service.  In Spring 2011, a new outdoor area was installed.  
With the help of the pre-school children, flower and vegetable beds were 
sown. We, at Réiltíní Roxboro, are very proud of our reputation, and to date 
we have an enrolment list up to September 2014.

Contact Details
Roxboro, Derrane, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6664001

CETS ECCE



Tentatively, in September 2008, I set up Rinn Dún Montessori School in a 
new extension of St. John’s Community Centre, Lecarrow. Employing Sharon 
Kenny as the second Montessori teacher, we set up with seven children 
enrolled and we developed and expanded our programme each year.  I 
used my experience gained in Dublin for many years as a teacher/tutor 
with St. Nicholas Montessori College to set up my Montessori school and to 
implement the Montessori curriculum. 

We are now in our third year, and have full enrolment. We now have three 
staff (including Sonya O’Beirne) and continue to focus on individual 
attention and a huge standard of Montessori experience. We provide fun 
sensory skills, many great memories and a happy environment for pre-
school children.

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Rinn Dún Montessori
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Roscommon

Congratulations on reaching the ‘decade’ milestone. I am delighted with the support and information I have received over the past three years that I have had my Montessori school. Many thanks. 
Mary McCormack.

Established: 2008

Contact Details
St. John’s Community Centre, Lecarrow, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 66 61715

ECCE



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonRoscommon

First Steps Montessori
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Type of Service SESSIONAL  |  SAC

Congratulations to the Management and Staff on ten 

years of service to all of us in Roscommon. It’s great 

to know they are only a phone call away to help with 

any problem.

Established: 2009

First Steps Montessori was established in September 2009. It is run and 
owned by Dervela Connaughton who has completed her Bachelor of Arts in 
Montessori Education with St. Nicholas Montessori College and also studied 
special needs and psychology for three years. Dervela has several years 
experience as a Montessori teacher in Galway.  We implement a Montessori 
curriculum, and the room and equipment available to the children support 
this curriculum.  Our outdoor play area offers the children opportunities to 
develop and enhance their fine and gross motor skills, develop positive 
social interactions and explore the great outdoors.  I am continuing with my 
ongoing professional development by participating in Síolta, the National 
Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education.  

I also provide a childminding service in the afternoons, which includes 
an after- school club.  We offer a pick up service from the local school. My 
childminding service is voluntary notified to RCCC.  

Contact Details
The Glebe, Athleague, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6663709

CETS ECCE



I started childminding when my own children were young.  As I grew 
in confidence, and as time progressed, I decided to open up my own 
childminding service.  I got in contact with Roscommon County Childcare 
Committee and after completing a few courses, and being in contact with 
other childminders I decided to take the next step and Voluntary Notify my 
service to RCCC.  My service has gone from strength to strength.  I have 
received a lot of help and guidance from Roscommon County Childcare 
Committee. 

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL  |  SAC

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Teresa O’Roarke
Childminding Service
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Roscommon

Best wishes Roscommon County Childcare Committee.  Many thanks for all your advice and assistance throughout the year.

Established: 2006

Contact Details
Togher Cross, Creggs, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 6621276



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonStrokestown

Strokestown
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Terms Explained

Early Childhood Care 
& Education Services 
Directory

FULL DAY: Full Day Service (Over 5 hrs)

PART TIME: Half Day Service (3.5 to 5 hrs)

SESSIONAL: 
Is a service that provides care and education to 
children for a maximum 3.5 hour session.

CHILDMINDING: 
A Childminder that offers Childcare 
within their own home. 

P&T = PARENT & TODDLER GROUPS
Where Parents/Carers & children meet on a 
regular informal basis.  

SAC = SCHOOL AGED CHILDCARE SERVICE
A safe environment for Children to learn 

and play out of School hours.  

Childcare Employment & 
Training Support Scheme

CETS

Community Childcare 
Subvention Scheme 

CCS

The Early Childhood Care 
& Education (ECCE) Scheme

ECCE



Tumbling Tots Parent and Toddler group was set up in December 2006 
in response to an identified need within the community. We meet each 
Thursday from 9.4a.m. - 11.45a.m.  The group was initially run from the local 
school on the rural outskirts of Strokestown.  After some time, it was felt that 
transport to the school was a factor in preventing parents from attending 
the service. The service moved into a town centre venue.
The group welcomes parents, childminders, and grandparents from all parts 
of the community. It facilitates the integration within the group of people 
with additional needs. 

Activities and outings we have enjoyed over the years include:
•	 Music	and	Movement	(Jo	Jingles)
•	 Puppeteer
•	 Art	Classes	with	children/parents
•	 Outings	at	Ros	Bowl,	Glendeer	Park.
•	 Guest	speakers

The group also facilitates, with the support of the VEC, first aid classes. In 
the autumn of 2011, we plan to move to the new community childcare facility 
in Strokestown where we hope we can enhance the service we provide.

Type of ServicePARENT & TODDLER

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Tumbling Tots
Parent & Toddler Group
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Strokestown

Tumbling Tots Parent and Toddler group congratulate the Roscommon County Childcare Committee on their 10th Anniversary and wish to thank them most sincerely for their ongoing support, without which the group would not be able 
to flourish.

Established: 2006

Contact Details
The Hub, Youthwork Ireland,
Church Street, Strokestown, Co. Roscommon
087 2767780



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonStrokestown
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Type of Service FULL DAY  |  PART TIME

Helen Cosgrove and all at Hollyhocks Crèche 

would like to take this opportunity to wish the RCCC 

a very happy 10th Anniversary and thank you for 

all your support over the last 10 years. 

It is greatly appreciated. 

Established: 1999

Hollyhocks Crèche was set up in September 1999 in rented accommodation 
until 2004.  With the help of funding from Pobal, we moved to a purpose 
built service at Cloonslanour on the outskirts of Strokestown. We now cater 
for 21 children from babies to school age. We have four full-time and two 
part-time staff. We participate in the ECCE and CETS childcare programmes. 
We provide full-time and part-time places. We provide all meals for your 
child. At Hollyhocks crèche we are committed, positive and honest people, 
who are always willing to listen, learn and care for your child. 

We continuously educate ourselves and all those with whom we work in 
order to provide the best possible fun learning environment for your child.  
We educate your child through books, songs, arts, crafts and simple 
fun methods of learning. We strive to keep the crèche a very homely 
environment. 

Outdoor activity is very important to us. The children love to look after their 
vegetable garden. They learn to appreciate nature and have reverence 
for all life. The staff of Hollyhocks Crèche: Helen Cosgrove, Claire Coyle, 
Ciara Flanagan, Caroline Mckay, Patricia Doorly and Mikella Cauneen 
are committed to help support and introduce your children to a learning 
experience through fun and play. 

Contact Details
Cloonslanour, Strokestown, Co. Roscommon 
Tel: 087 6995548
www.hollyhockscreche.com

CETS ECCE

Hollyhocks  Creche



In April 2002, Four Mile House Parent and Toddler group was established 
by local parents in the community. They saw it as a great opportunity for the 
small children of the area to have a place to meet once a week.  They meet 
on Wednesdays from 9:30a.m. - 11.30a.m. to play and have fun. It is also an 
ideal way for parents and childminders to get to know other people from the 
area. There is always a great variety of toys for the children e.g. construction 
toys, puzzles, books and imaginative toys to enhance their development. 
Attendance has always been very good over the years, as has the support 
from RCCC in every way- advice, funding etc.

I believe our overall success has been due to our great and continued 
attendance of families in our community. This is a great reflection on our 
group.  Above all, it is a fun and friendly place to be on a Wednesday 
morning.

Type of ServicePARENT & TODDLER

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Four Mile House 
Parent & Toddler Group
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Strokestown

We at Four Mile House Parent and Toddler group wish to take this opportunity to thank RCCC for their continued support over the years. We wish them many congratulations on their 10th Anniversary. We wish them many more successful years in providing advice, help and support in the childcare community.

Established: 2002

Contact Details
Kilbride Community Centre
Four Mile House, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 086 6063376



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonStrokestown

Busy Bees Childcare
Pre School & After School Service
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Type of Service SESSIONAL  |  CHILDMINDING  |  SAC

Roscommon County Childcare Committee has 

provided me with fantastic and much needed advice, 

encouragement and support in getting my service 

opened and becoming a success. 

Thank you all very much.

Established: 2009

My service opened its doors in September 2009 with four children enrolled. 
Since then, we have grown from strength to strength with numbers reaching 
capacity in June 2011.  We provide a service that includes all children, and 
ensures that their parents have an active involvement in the activities we 
provide.  Our service is like a home from home for the children attending, 
and it is wonderful to watch the children grow in confidence and gain skills 
throughout the year.

Busy Bees Childcare Service participates in the ECCE and CETS childcare 
schemes. We provide a sessional pre-school childcare service and 
implement a play based curriculum.  We also provide a childminding and 
after school service in the afternoon.  Busy Bees Childcare Service is open 
38 weeks per year.  

Contact Details
Corskeagh, Strokestown, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 071 9633302 / 086 2599 630 

CETS ECCE



Happy Days pre-school participates in the ECCE scheme, providing free 
pre-school for one year to children before they begin primary school.  We 
also cater for children who are not eligible for the scheme from the age of 2 
years 6 months who may wish to come on a part time basis prior to availing 
of a full time place. Our pre-school runs from 9:30a.m. - 12:30p.m., 
Monday - Friday and the cost can be entirely covered by the ECCE scheme 
for eligible children.  

Our aim is to provide excellent care in a secure, homely and relaxed 
environment. Children’s racial, cultural, religious and linguistic backgrounds 
are respected through our planning, resources and activities. Our ultimate 
aim is to provide a childcare programme, which promotes optimal 
development for each child, supports parents, upholds best practices 
of Early Childhood Education and promotes collaborations that help all 
children realise their potential.

Childhood should hold memories full of wonder, joy and fun and at Happy 
Days we aim to provide this.  We believe each child is a precious gift and 
we treat them as though they were our own. The ethos of our service is very 
apparent to all who visit. Children, parents and staff will regard this service 
as an extension of the home, as we create a  “home from home”.

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Happy Days Pre-school
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Strokestown

Wishing you continued success and thanking you all so much for all your support over the past 18 months and particularly with the 
initial set up of Happy Days.

Established: 2010

Contact Details
Clonfad, Rooskey, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 071 9658793 / 087 9457782

ECCE



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonStrokestown

Tir Na N’óg
Childminding Service
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Type of Service FULL DAY  |  CHILDMINDING  |  SAC

Thank you to Roscommon County Childcare 

Committee for all your support and assistance to 

me with my childminding service. You were always 

there for me. Well Done!

Established: 2004

After starting my childminding service, I quickly realised that I have a great 
love for working with children.  I wanted to offer parents a professional 
service and to assure them that their children were well cared for in my 
service. I undertook a FETAC Level 5 qualification in childcare with the 
help of Roscommon County Childcare Committee.  I also completed child 
protection training, Garda vetting and First aid training. 

The childminding development grant has been of great assistance to my 
childminding service. In 2010, I was able to complete an outdoor play area 
thanks to the support of RCCC and the Childminding Development Grant. 
I have also converted my garage into a playroom.  I also offer school age 
childcare in my childminding service and help children with their homework 
when needed.  I keep up to date with all the developments in the childcare 
sector and look forward to RCCC’s newsletter.  I enjoy working with children 
of all age groups and will continue with my professional development 
throughout my career.

Contact Details
Ruth Carney 
Boheroe, Elphin, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 071 9668226
 



Buttercups Parent and Toddler Group was established in April 2011. The 
group welcomes parents, childminders, and grandparents from all parts of 
the community. It has gone from strength to strength each week. Initially 5 
parents attended the first meeting.  We now have a regular attendance of 10 
parents and additional parents attend when possible. 

The children have a lot of fun with paint, playdough, dressing up, imaginary 
play and meeting up and making new friends. It also gives parents a chance 
to socialise with other parents from the local and extended area. We believe 
our overall success has been due to our great and continued attendance of 
families in our community. 

Type of ServicePARENT & TODDLER

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Buttercups 
Parent & Toddler Group
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Strokestown

Thank you to Roscommon County Childcare Committee for all of the help and support in establishing the Parent and Toddler group 
in the area.

Established: 2011

Contact Details
Lock Road, Tarmonbarry, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 086 8164112



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonStrokestown
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Type of Service FULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL  |  SAC

Áine and Staff at Chatterland would like to take 

this opportunity to wish the RCCC a very happy 10th 

Anniversary and to also thank them for their 

on-going support and advice.

Established: 2000

I purchased a site on the outskirts of Elphin town in 2000 and purpose built 
my childcare facility.  This allowed me to move from rented accommodation 
into a larger purpose built facility in September 2001.  The building is 
designed to ensure a safe, homely environment for children and to comply 
with the Pre-school Service Regulations. This undertaking would not have 
been possible without the support, guidance and funding from RCCC, Pobal 
and Roscommon County Enterprise Board.  Today, at Chatterland, we provide 
full day care, sessional and after-school services, catering for a maximum of 
33 children.  We participate in the 38 and 50 week ECCE scheme, and also 
in the CETS scheme.   All meals are provided for the children.  Our staff are 
highly trained and participate in on-going professional development.  

Children at Chatterland love to learn through play, songs, and arts & crafts 
to name but a few activities.  Since 2001, additional enhancements to the 
service have been undertaken to include the provision of an all weather 
outdoor play area and staff facilities. This outdoor area is a welcomed 
addition to the children who love to play and explore outdoors.  This year, 
we celebrate our 10th Anniversary at Chatterland and look forward to the 
next 10!  

Contact Details
Prop: Aine Hanly-Wynne 
Palace Walk, Elphin, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 071 9630923 

CETS ECCE

Chatterland 
Playschool & Creche



In January 1998, the playschool opened for the first time in the local 
community centre in Four Mile House. With two staff and eight children, the 
playschool was part funded by FÁS.  Over the years, the need for childcare 
grew so much that a staffing grant was applied for in 2001.  In April 2002, 
we received a grant which allowed us to hire more staff.  

Due to an increase in demand for childcare, a capital grant was applied for 
and received in March 2005. In December 2005, work began on Cuan Bhríde 
Childcare Centre, which opened in September 2006 with a manager, eleven 
staff, and a capacity for thirty-five full-day care children and sixteen after 
school children.  In July 2008, after receiving an award from AIB, an outdoor 
green area was developed.  

 Cuan Bhríde Childcare Centre offers a variety of programs: full day care, 
part time day care, breakfast club, an after school club, and the pre-school 
session which follows the High/Scope curriculum. Every summer we offer 
three weeks of summer camp, which is very successful.

As of June 2011, there are 70 children on the register at Cuan Bhríde Childcare 
Centre, and it caters for over 50 children on any given day.  We participate in 
the ECCE, CCS and CETS schemes.  

Type of ServiceFULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL  | PART TIME  |  SAC

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Cuan Bhríde 
Childcare Centre
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Strokestown

Congratulations on your 10th Anniversary 
and good luck for the future.

Established: 1998

Contact Details
Four Mile House Community Playgroup Ltd
Four Mile House, Co Roscommon
Tel: 090 6629844

CETS CCSECCE



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonStrokestown

Slatta 
Community Playgroup
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Type of Service SESSIONAL

Slatta Community Playgroup would like 

to thank Roscommon County Childcare Committee 

for all your hard work and support over the years, 

and we welcome your advice and knowledge 

in the future.

Established: 2004

The vision of Slatta Community Playgroup is to ensure a safe, caring and 
stimulating environment which children can identify with.  We also provide 
an environment into which children can integrate and remain confident 
and happy.  We aim to provide a home away from home experience. We 
support our local community and local families.  Initially, the purpose of the 
playschool was to keep our rural primary school open by helping to increase 
pupil numbers. 

When we first opened in 2004, our National School only had eleven 
students.  We are now happy to say that with the efforts of our playschool, 
this number has significantly increased to thirty in 2011.  We participate in 
the ECCE scheme, and we are open 38 weeks of the year.  

Contact Details
Slatta, Kilglass, Co Roscommon
Tel:  071 9638818

ECCE



This service initially established as a playschool service in 2004, operating 
out of the Macra Hall in Tulsk. The playschool was a great success and 
expanded to provide both a morning and afternoon service. The Committee 
applied for funding. This application was successful, allowing a purpose 
built facility to be designed and developed.  

We have been operating out of our purpose built facility since March 2008. 
This new building allowed us to expand our services. We now offer an after-
school service and breakfast club, as well as full day care, and two sessional 
services.  During the summer we also run summer camps.  Our childcare 
service is open 50 weeks of the year.  

Our building and outdoor facilities allow us to provide an excellent childcare 
service, staffed by a dedicated and hardworking team who implement the 
High/Scope curriculum.  

Tulsk Community Childcare Ltd participates in the ECCE, CCS and CETS 
childcare schemes.  

Type of ServiceFULL DAY  |  SESSIONAL  | SAC
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Tulsk Community 
Childcare Ltd.
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Strokestown

The Voluntary Management Committee and Staff of Tulsk Community Childcare would like to congratulate Roscommon County Childcare Committee on their 10th Anniversary.  We would like to thank you for all your support over the last seven years and look forward to working with 
you in the future.

Established: 2004

Contact Details
Corbally, Tulsk, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 071 9639202

CETS CCSECCE
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Type of Service FULL DAY  | SESSIONAL  | SAC

 Congratulations on your 10th Anniversary.  

Established: 2007

Nurture’s Best Crèche is located on the N5 in the picturesque village of 
Tarmonbarry, Co. Roscommon.  It opened in 2007 in a large, spacious, 
purpose built facility with two full time, four part time staff and fourteen 
children in its’ care.  Our motto is – “Striving for the very best for your child 
in our care, because you don’t get a second chance in those formative 
years.”  This motto is reflected throughout life in the Crèche – in our 
progressive educational programme, our highly qualified Care Team and in 
our worldwide menu created by our own in-house Chef. 

In 2008 we received the Centre of Excellence Award from the NCNA.  In 
2008 and 2009, four of our full time Carers travelled to Reggio Emilia in Italy 
for training in their world renowned pre-school system. In 2010 one of our 
team travelled to Harvard to study Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligence 
system.  
                          
At Nurture’s Best Crèche there is a strong emphasis on creativity; arts based 
activities and the outdoors. We now have a Care Team of sixteen people 
who are highly qualified and are known for their friendly and motherly 
manner.  A number of staff hold degrees and currently six of our staff are 
completing their FETAC Level 6 qualifications.  All staff participate in our 
strong Progressive Development Programme ensuring that we keep up to 
date with cutting edge developments in Early Childhood Care and Education 
and enabling us to fulfil our motto and provide the very best start for the 72 
children currently in our care.  We participate in the ECCE and CETS childcare 
schemes.  

Contact Details
Main Street, Tarmonbarry, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 043 3359936
www.nurturesbestcreche.ie 

CETS ECCE

Nurture’s Best Creche



Our playschool was set up in 1984 in the community hall in Strokestown, 
catering for ten children, with one session per day.  Recently, the Voluntary 
Management Committee and staff fundraised and purchased a site in 
Strokestown. In 2010, we received funding from Pobal to develop a new 
purpose built childcare facility, which opened in September 2011.  This 
beautiful, bright and spacious new facility allows us to cater for thirteen 
children in our breakfast club, twenty children in our sessions in playschool 
(two sessions per day; one in the morning and one in the afternoon), and 
thirteen children in the after school club.  

The staff at Strokestown Community Playschool incorporate a High/Scope 
and a Play based curriculum. Our staff are highly qualified and are committed 
to engaging in courses and workshops in order to continue to develop 
professionally.  Our pre-school participates in the ECCE and CCS schemes.  
Our afterschool services participate in the CCS and CETS schemes.   

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL  | SAC

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Strokestown Community 
Playschool Ltd.
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Strokestown

We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Manager, Staff and all members of the Roscommon County Childcare Committee on the occasion of their 10th Anniversary, and wish them the very best.  They are doing a great job and are 
very helpful to our service.

Established: 1984

Contact Details
Strokestown, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 071 9634785

CETS CCSECCE
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Elphin Childcare Limited
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Type of Service PART TIME

Thank you to RCCC for your continued support. 

Established: 2003

In 2003, Elphin Community Pre-school was set up as a half day childcare 
service in response to an identified need in the local community. We cater 
to both stay at home and working parents, and children from 2 years 6 
months to 5 years of age. We run a socially inclusive service to meet the 
needs of the local community. 

Over the years, the pre-school has gone from strength to strength and is now 
run as a Montessori Pre-school.  It has a full range of Montessori materials 
for this age group. It adheres to all the Síolta and Aistear standards and 
principles and has also implemented the ‘Media Initiative Programme’ in 
2009 / 2010.  Though we are still in a temporary building, Elphin Childcare 
Ltd. is run to a high quality standard. We have fully qualified staff members, 
including a qualified Montessori teacher, who concentrate on the holistic 
development of the children in their care.  

Elphin Community Montessori participates in the ECCE and CCS childcare 
schemes.  

Contact Details
New Line Road, Elphin, Co. Roscommon
Tel:  087 2435244

CCSECCE



Buttercups Playgroup was established in 1998.  We started in the old 
Community centre in Whitehall.  A fantastic committee lobbied and worked 
tirelessly to develop a beautiful purpose built facility which we now enjoy 
on the banks of the Shannon.  In 2008, we moved into our new childcare 
facility, and we are delighted to have retained our staff members from the 
time of establishment.  Buttercups Community Playschool offers sessional 
and school aged childcare services.  We participate in the ECCE, CCS and 
CETS schemes.  

There are great amenities available to the children both indoors and 
outdoors. As a community pre-school service, we are a not-for-profit 
organisation and our services’ sole aim is to provide the children of the 
community and surrounding areas with the very best Early Education 
experience, and we do!  Buttercups Community Playschool has an all-
weather outdoor play area. Our staff are fully qualified and have a keen and 
genuine interest in children.  We also have a thriving parent and toddler 
group.  We offer an after-school service where your child will be catered for 
to the highest standard, in purpose built rooms with the latest technology 
available to them.

We are immensely proud of our playschool and hope to have the continued 
support of the community going forward. We hope to remain as leaders in 
Early Childhood Care & Education in our local area for many more years.

Type of ServiceSESSIONAL  | SAC

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Buttercups Community 
Play School
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Strokestown

Buttercups work closely with, and are very grateful for the help, support and patience of RCCC.

Established: 1998

Contact Details
Lock Road, Tarmonbarry, co. Roscommon
Tel: 043 3359767

CETS CCSECCE
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Tulsk 
Parent & Toddler Group
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Type of Service PARENT & TODDLER

 We would like to thank RCCC for their full 

support and their continued hard work 

and dedication towards the development of 

childcare services in County Roscommon.

Established: 2009

St Fidelma’s Parent and toddler group was set up in September 2009. There 
was great interest in the group with 10 parents and 14 children attending 
through the first year. This has now increased to 12 parents and 15 children 
attending on a regular basis. St Fidelma’s Parent and Toddler group offers 
an informal and friendly setting for parents, carers, grandparents, babies 
and toddlers. It is a place to come to play, have fun and meet other people. 
The group meet on Thursdays from 11:00a.m. - 1:00p.m. in St Fidelma’s 
Childcare Centre. 

Many of the toddlers who attend the parent and toddler sessions move on 
to the pre-school in the same building. This has made the transition very 
easy for the children as they are familiar with the surroundings and the staff 
in the childcare centre.

Contact Details
Corbally, Tulsk, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 071 9639202



Little Live Wires Parent & Toddler Group was established by Rooskey 
Development Company in 2010, in response to an identified need in the 
area. They meet in the Old School house in Rooskey which is located in 
the centre of the village. The group meet every Wednesday from 10:00a.m.  
12:00p.m.

The Parent & Toddler Group has ensured a happy, educational and 
recreational environment for parents and children from the area. The 
children attending the group benefit by having the opportunity to socialise 
and interact with their peers from the community and wider area in a relaxed 
environment. This contributes to their holistic development and builds their 
confidence socially. Adults also get the opportunity to socialise with each 
other and to learn from each other’s experiences. 

Type of ServicePARENT & TODDLER

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

Little Live Wires 
Parent & Toddler Group
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Strokestown

Congratulations to RCCC on their success over the past decade, and wishing them well for the future. 

Established: 2010

Contact Details
Rooskey Development Company
Old School House, Rooskey, 
Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 086-8521796
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Celebrate, Inspire and Imagine
Lots of little faces and lots of noise

Some make a mad scramble for the toys
A few unsure reach for a comforting hand

We reassure and understand
The news and stories we are told

No secret is safe, all unfolds

Children like to run and play
Engage in different activities throughout the day

Art, music, stories and outdoor play
Playdough, water and sand happen every day

Children learn throughout this play
And have time to have their say

What a privilege, we enjoy
Positively impacting on each girl and boy

A guiding hand along the way
Fostering independence every day

The job we have is to protect and nurture
These precious children, the adults of the future

Celebrate the difference we make
Inspire children on the route they take

Imagine together the difference we make
To children and families all over this state

By the staff of Roscommon County Childcare Committee
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Agencies

We would like to congratulate Roscommon County Childcare Committee on their 10th anniversary.  They have been instrumental in supporting the development of childcare services.  We would also like to acknowledge the dedication of all staff members who work closely with childcare providers and other agencies with the aim of ensuring excellence in the provision of childcare in our county.

Roscommon County Development Board (RCDB) was established in 
1999 under the terms of the national reforms of local government and 
local development.  RCDB is comprised of 30 members and includes 
representatives from all of the key local and state bodies operating in 
the County, the social partners and the community and voluntary sector.  
The aim of RCDB is to develop and implement an integrated, sustainable 
and people-centred framework for the development of the county.  The 
approach to achieving this aim is centred on co-operation, co-ordination 
and collaboration between the member agencies and organisations.  

Roscommon County Childcare Committee is a sub-committee of RCDB and 
meets the objectives of RCDB through the delivery of the Early Childhood 
Care and Education Strategy on a county wide basis. The objective is ‘To 
ensure that children and their families have access to good, quality and 
affordable childcare services and advance the provision of quality Early 
Childhood Care and Education services in County Roscommon through 
the development of an integrated strategy for childcare provision’.  The 
Chairperson of RCCC is a member of RCDB, and the Manager of RCCC is a 
member of the Social Inclusion Measure Sub Committee (SIM).  

Roscommon County Development Board

Contact Details
Community & Enterprise Dept.
Roscommon County Council
West Business Park, Circular Road, Roscommon
Tel: 090 66 37316
www.roscommoncoco.ie



‘The Childcare Networks are a forum which gives Providers an opportunity to share information, learn from one another and invite guest speakers to present 
topics of interest.   It gives childcare providers a voice and a means of highlighting concerns and issues’.

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonAgencies

Roscommon Childcare Providers’ Networks  
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Roscommon Childcare Providers’ Network
Roscommon County Childcare Providers’ Network grew from an initiative of the Roscommon County Childcare Committee in 2004, as a response to the 
ongoing needs of both staff and management of all Childcare services working within the county. A series of meetings for providers were organised 
throughout the county and the Network was then established.   Since then the Network has held numerous meetings, at which providers have 
aired and discussed their many concerns.   Issues discussed include training, funding, curriculum and programmes, methodologies, regulations, 
standards, rates and, of course, the various new Government initiatives in the Pre-school sector.  

Roscommon Community Providers’ Network
A year ago, it was decided that the Roscommon County Childcare Providers Network should divide to reflect the fact that there were two groups with 
differing interests – Community Providers and Private Providers.   While now operating and meeting separately, these two groups have common 
interests and have co-operated with each other in putting forward these concerns.   Recently they formed a joint delegation to meet with the Minister 
for Children and Youth Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald, to lobby for change in a number of areas.  The Network has two representatives on the Roscommon 
Childcare Committee board. 

For further information on the network, you can contact your Network representatives directly or through the Roscommon County Childcare Committee 
office on 094-9622540

Roscommon Private Providers’ Network
The Roscommon County Childcare Private Provider’s Network was set up in 2010. It was set up to support the private childcare providers in County 
Roscommon.  The network meets on a regular basis to discuss issues including training, funding, curriculum and programmes, methodologies, 
regulations, standards, rates, employment law, health & safety and the new Government initiatives in the Early Childhood Care & Education Sector.  
The Network has two representatives on the Roscommon Childcare Committee board. 

For further information on the network, you can contact your Network representatives directly or through the Roscommon County Childcare Committee 
office on 094-9622540
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Agencies

 Aims:

•	 Promote	the	development	of	all	children	through	the		 	
 provision of a quality childcare service within the county 

•	 Promote	the	interests	and	welfare	of	Childcare	Providers		
 within the  County 

•	 Empower,	and	facilitate	mutual	support	for	Childcare		 	
 Providers 

•	 Promote	integration	and	social	inclusion	through	the		 	
 activities of the Network 

•	 Work	in	Partnership	with	Parents/Carers	and	all	others		
 involved in Childcare

Aims & Objectives of the Childcare Providers Networks

The Childcare Provider’s Networks acknowledge the generous support and  expert advice given to Providers by the Roscommon County Childcare Committee during a decade of  great expansion of Childcare services in the county - a time also of great challenge for our members. They are always there to help and offer support and advice when needed.

Objectives:

•	 Provide	a	forum,	where	common	interests	can	be	safely		
 aired and  discussed, and, when appropriate, promoted

•	 Share	information	on	matters	relating	to	childcare	via	the		
 Network, the Roscommon Childcare Committee and other  

 media 

•	 Ensure	that	Providers	have	a	voice	through	their		 	
 representatives on the Roscommon County 
 Childcare Committee 

•	 Access	training	specific	to	the	needs	of	Providers	within	the		
 County 

•	 Develop	and	improve	communication	between	providers		
 and other parties involved within childcare 

•	 Highlight	childcare	issues,	locally	and	nationally	

•	 Lobby	on	behalf	of	providers	to	improve	funding	for		 	
 Childcare 

•	 Avail	of	supports	from	Roscommon	County	Childcare		 	
 Committee, and other agencies.   



Roscommon County Childcare Committee (RCCC) are committed to 
providing information and support to Parents as well as to childcare 
services, childminders, parent & toddler groups, and other agencies.

Information and support are available on the following:
1. CCS: Community Childcare Subvention Scheme

2. CETS: Childcare Employment & Training Scheme

3. ECCE: Free Pre-school Year in Early Childhood Care and Education

4. Childminding in the home

5. Parent and Toddler groups

6. Choosing Quality Childcare for your child

Parents are also assisted in choosing their childcare service, taking into 
consideration the needs of the child and parents.

Parents are also supported through the many Parent and Toddler groups in 
County Roscommon.

Roscommon County Childcare Committee has worked directly with the 
Health	Service	Executive	by	joining	resources	for	the	provision	of	the	Parent	
& Toddler Groups’ grants in 2011. The grant scheme for Parent & Toddler 
Groups	 is	 operated	 on	 a	 flexible	 basis	 to	 respond	 to	 the	 local	 needs	 of	
the groups in accordance with agreed national criteria, and an approved 
local assessment process by Roscommon County Childcare Committee. 
Roscommon County Childcare Committee currently support 18 Parent 
and Toddler groups through our Parent and Toddler Initiative in County 
Roscommon.

RCCC support parents through their strategic plan and have regular press 
releases to keep parents informed. Parents are also supported by having a 
parent’s representative on RCCC board.

You can contact your Parent’s representative through the Roscommon 
County Childcare Committee office on 094-9622540

“RCCC holds parent information workshops on the 3 National Childcare 
Schemes.  Parents may also access information leaflets on these schemes 
directly from RCCC’s office, or by downloading them from the website.  On 
a daily basis, RCCC staff support parents’ queries via telephone and / or 
email.  RCCC staff also attend childcare providers information evenings 
to offer information to parents when, and where, necessary.  RCCC shares 
information with parents through its Parent Newsletter”

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonAgencies

Roscommon County Childcare Committee 
Support to Parents
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Contact Details
Knock Road, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon
Tel: 094 9622540
Fax:	094	9620878
Email: info@roscommonchildcare.ie
www.roscommonchildcare.ie



Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County Roscommon

139Published by Roscommon County Childcare Committee , 2011

Agencies

Childcare is a major government priority under the National Development 
Plan (NDP)  to which FÁS has made a significant response through the 
development and provision of a range of quality training and qualification 
measures.	This	 range	 of	 programmes	 provides	 flexible,	 comprehensive	
training and education for persons wishing to pursue a career in 
childcare. They include full-time programmes for unemployed persons 
and part-time for those in employment, who wish to gain FETAC childcare 
certification.

FÁS Childcare programmes facilitate access and progression for 
occupational training and qualification from Childcare Assistant, to 
Childcare Practitioner to Childcare Supervisor. 

At national and local level, FÁS supports community childcare services 
through the Community Employment Scheme. This is an employment 
and training programme which helps long-term unemployed people to re-
enter	the	active	workforce	by	breaking	their	experience	of	unemployment	
through a return to work routine. The programme assists them to enhance 
and develop both their technical and personal skills in a working 
environment which can then be used in the workplace. 

FÁS progress in childcare training has shown the benefits of collaboration 
between stakeholders in the sector, and it will continue to work with 
relevant Departments, Agencies and NGOs to complement and add value 
to	the	delivery	of	quality	childcare	training.	In	this	context,	it	is	fair	to	say	
that FÁS has shown openness to broad consultation, and in responding 
quickly to the needs of the marketplace. This provision to date has 
played a significant role in further developing quality childcare training 
in Ireland, and it continues to have a role in highlighting and addressing 
challenges in childcare training. FÁS will continue to review and ensure 
adequacy of provision through its representatives on the National and 
County Childcare Committees.

FÁS also work closely with Roscommon County Childcare Committee on 
the Childcare  Employment and Training Support scheme (CETS)

FÁS  -  Foras Aiseanna Saothair
FÁS Community Services Unit

Contact Details
Lanesboro Street, Roscommon
Tel:	090	6626802/6625111
www.fas.ie

On the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of Roscommon County Childcare Committee, FÁS  - Foras Aiseanna Saothair would like to extend sincere greetings to your Board and your team on a job well done.  We look forward to continuing to work with you and all the stakeholders in the early years sector over 
the coming years



Since	 the	 foundation	of	Roscommon	County	Childcare	Committee	 (RCCC),	 the	HSE	has	worked	collaboratively	with	RCCC	and	 together	we	have	made	a	
significant impact on the Early Childhood Care and Education sector in Co. Roscommon.  

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonAgencies

Health Service Executive West (HSE)
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Contact Details
Childcare	Office,	Abbeytown	House	
Abbey	Street,	Lanesboro	Road,	Roscommon	
Tel: 090-66-37500
www.hse.ie Wishing Roscommon County Childcare Committee 

the very best for the years to come. Looking forward to 

working with the staff of RCCC into the future. 

Some of the collaborative actions include: 

•	 Funding	of	the	Childminding	Post	to	support	the	Roscommon	County	Childcare	Committee	Childminding	Initiative	

•	 Child	Protection	Policy	development	and	Child	Protection	Training	in	collaboration	with	Roscommon	County	Childcare	Committee	

•	 Health	Promotion	of	child	health	in	collaboration	with	Home	Management	Service.

•	 Implementation	of	Pre	–	School	regulations	with	all	Early	Childhood	

 Care and Education services in collaboration with Roscommon County Childcare Committee 

•	 Funding	for	Parent	&	Toddler	Initiative	in	collaboration	with	Roscommon	County	Childcare	Committee.
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Agencies

Roscommon County Enterprise Board (RCEB) was established by the 
Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment in 1993. It is the first 
port	 of	 call	 for	 anyone	 wishing	 to	 start	 or	 expand	 a	 business	 in	 County	
Roscommon. The Board works closely with small businesses at every 
stage of development, from the initial idea, right through to growth and 
expansion.	 Private	 Childcare	 businesses	 can	 access	 advice	 and	 funding	
from RCEB.

Supports include:
•	 Business	advice	and	mentoring	
•	 Training	and	information	services	
•	 Management	skills	development	
•	 Financial	assistance	(Dependant	on	the	type	of	business	activity)	
•	 Business	networking	opportunities	

Roscommon County Enterprise Board Ltd

Contact Details
Government	Buildings,	Golf	Links	Road,	Roscommon
Tel: 090 6626263
www.roscommon.ie

Roscommon County Enterprise Board would like to offer congratulations to Roscommon County Childcare Committee on the occasion of their 10th Anniversary.  They are a magnificent support to Early Childhood Care and Education services in County Roscommon and they operate very efficiently under the direction of their Manager.



There are 8 Voluntary Childcare Organisations’ funded under the National Childcare Investment Programme 
The Goals of the National Voluntary Childcare Organisations:

•		 Development	of	Childcare	policies	and	programmes,	which	are	child-centred,	rights	based,	universally	available	and	accessible,	and	that	are	in	the	
 best interests of children.
•		 Quality	in	childcare	and	early	education	policies,	services	and	supporting	infrastructures.
•		 Investment	policy,	which	promotes	and	sustains	universal	accessibility	and	equity	across	the	range	of	diverse	services.
•	 Training,	professional	development	and	quality	employment	conditions	for	those	engaged	in	childcare.
 
These goals are achieved through networking and collaboration with the 33 City and County Childcare Committees

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
Celebrating the continual success of the Early Childhood Sector in County RoscommonAgencies

The National Voluntary Childcare 
Organisations (NVCOs)
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Barnardos
The work of Barnardos under the National Childcare Investment Programme includes:
•	 Focus	on	Quality																																																
•	 Implementing	Síolta
•	 Training	and	Consultancy																														
	•	 Publications
•	 	Library	and	Information	Service																			
•	 Collaboration	and	Co-ordination.

Tel: 01 4530355
www.barnardos.ie     

Border Counties Childcare Network (BCCN)
The	 BCCN	 exists	 to	 support	 the	 attainment	 of	 high	 quality	 standards	 in	 both	 Early	
Childhood and After School services through the provision of information, training, on 
site mentoring as well as networking with other agencies to increase levels of support to 
services. The Network operates at local, regional, cross border and national levels with 
both voluntary and statutory agencies. 

Tel: 047 72469
www.bccn.ie 
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Agencies

Childminding Ireland
Childminding Ireland, the National Association for Childminders is the dedicated to 
working for Childminding, providing information, advice and support to Childminders 
and parents. 

Tel: 01 287 8455
www.childminding.ie

 eolas@naionrai.ie
 www.naionrai.ie  

Forbairt Naíonraí Teoranta
Cuideachta	dheonach	uile-Éireann	í	Forbairt	Naíonraí	Teoranta	a	thacaíonn	le	seirbhísí,	
cúram	agus	oideachas	trí	Ghaeilge	a	chur	chun	cinn	do	leanaí	óga.

•	 Tacaíochtaí	ar	fáil	ó	FNT:
•	 Oiliúint	CDBO(FETAC)	Leibhéal	5	&		
	 Leibhéal	6																							
•	 	Clár	cúrsaí	inseirbhíse
•	 Cúrsaí	Gaeilge																																																																				
•	 	Scéim	Árachais	agus		 	
	 bhallraíochta

•	 Poiblíocht,	bolscaireacht	agus		
 stocaireacht                        
•	 Áiseanna	nua	a	fhorbairt
•	 Nuachtlitir	(NaíNuacht)	a	fhoilsiú		
	 go	míosúil
•	 Comhairle	do	Naíonraí,	do		
	 thuismitheoirí	agus	don	phobal

Tel: 01 4630010
www.ippa.ie

Irish Pre School Playgroup Association
IPPA provides:

•	 Services	to	members	and	the		
 ECCE sector                            
•	 Information	and	advice.
•	 Insurance																																																																																			
•	 Garda	Vetting.
•	 Publications			
                                                                         

•	 Training
•	 Quality																																																																																								
•	 Siolta,	Formal,	Informal.
•	 Research																																																																																			
•	 Aistear	
•	 Ongoing	professional		 	
 development to the ECCE sector
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The Irish Steiner Kindergarten Association
ISKA is an all Ireland membership based representative body.
Steiner Early Childhood Care and Education, from the insights of Rudolf Steiner, 
provides an unhurried, creative and caring learning environment where children can find 
the joy in learning and where the importance and richness of childhood is understood, 
valued and protected.                                        

Tel: 061 927944
www.steinerireland.org 

Tel. 01 2805705
Email: info@montessoriireland.ie 

St Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland
St Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland support Montessori teachers and Montessori 
schools in Ireland.

Tel: 01 4601138
www.ncna.ie

National Children’s Nurseries Association                       
Drives quality provision and practice in the ECCE sector. NCNA provides:

Services to members through: 
•	 Information	and	advice
•	 Insurance
•	 Garda	Vetting
•	 Publications	and	Records
•	 National	Pyjama	Day

Training:
Accredited and non 
accredited training to 
members and non-members

Quality:
•	 Research
•	 Siolta
•	 Formal	and	Informal
•	 Aistear
•	 Reggio	Emilia
•	 International	Partner
•	 National	and	International		
 Study Groups
•	 Mentoring
•	 All	Ireland	Centre	of		
	 Excellence	Award.
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Agencies

Early Childhood Ireland
IPPA and NCNA are uniting to provide better training and support services to members, 
which	will	promote	better	early	childhood	experiences	for	all	children	in	Ireland.	
Together they will be Early Childhood Ireland. The incorporation of Early Childhood 
Ireland will be completed in the Autumn of 2011.

Congratulations to all at Roscommon County Childcare Committee on your 10th Anniversary. We look forward to continuing to work collaboratively with you, to enhance quality early childhood care and education experiences for young children in County Roscommon, through the voluntary childcare organisations representative on Roscommon County Childcare Committee.



The	Roscommon	Leader	Partnership	provide	a	Family	Play	Bus	that	travels	around	the	county	providing	an	early	years	service	and	a	family	support	service	
to those in isolated areas and who are not engaging in mainstream services.  This service is a rural response to tackling the problem of rural isolation 
experienced	by	some	children	and	families.		This	service	offers	support	to	families	of	ethnic	minority	and	low	socio-economic	backgrounds.		The	services	
range from early years, after school, parenting courses, and support to the youth in driving theory tests or computer skills.  

The services are based on identified needs within local communities.  We provide Keeping Safe Training (Child Protection) to childcare practitioners in the 
early	years	sector.		We	also	provide	family	support	work	in	collaboration	with	the	HSE	and	deliver	the	Common	Sense	Parenting	Course	that	is	attached	to	
this work.
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Contact Details
Unit 12, Tower B, West Business Park
Golf	Links	Road,	Roscommon	Town
Co. Roscommon
Tel: 090 663 0252
www.ridc.ie Best wishes for the next ten years servicing the 

needs of the Early Childhood Care and Education 

sector in County Roscommon.
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Agencies

The Early Childhood Services, as part of the Brothers of Charity Services Roscommon, work with the Roscommon Early Intervention Services (REIS) team to 
provide	a	service	for	children	from	birth	to	six	years	who	have	a	developmental	delay.		We	work	with	children	within	the	Roscommon	region.		We	work	closely	
with the staff of childcare services and Roscommon County Childcare Committee to support our children to attend their local pre-school. 

We also work closely with Roscommon County Childcare Committee on the Childcare Employment and Training Support CETS Scheme

Brothers of Charity Services Roscommon

Contact Details
Lanesboro Street, Roscommon
Tel: 0906628500

The Brothers of Charity Services 
Roscommon would like to congratulate the Roscommon County Childcare Committee on the occasion of their 10th Anniversary. It has been so rewarding working with such a helpful and professional organisation. We wish you 

continued success in the future.

Our staff:
•	 Visit	the	services	and	provide	ongoing	support
•	 Encourage	pre-school	support	workers	to	visit	our	Resource	Centre	and	meet	with	staff	involved	in	the	child’s	programmes
•	 Provide	training	such	as	LAMH
•	 Implement	the	Protocol	for	Inclusion	document	in	collaboration	with	Roscommon	County	Childcare	Committee	and	local	pre-schools
•	 Provide	work	placement	for	students	studying	childcare	
•	 Organise	and	participate	in	projects	with	the	local	pre-schools
•	 Have	representation	on	the	Board	of	Roscommon	County	Childcare	Committee	to	ensure	that	the	needs	of	children	with	special	needs	
 are considered, from the onset, as part of the ongoing development of childcare services within the county



County Roscommon VEC is one of the statutory providers of adult education in the county across a broad range of vocational areas.  
The VEC work closely with Roscommon County Childcare Committee in the planning, design and delivery of educational and training programmes specific to 
the childcare sector.  

This close working relationship is an important aspect to the delivery of co-ordinated quality educational programmes for staff in the Early Childhood Care 
and Education sector. This is achieved by ongoing collaboration and by the presence of VEC staff on subcommittees and at board level within Roscommon 
County Childcare Committee.

County Roscommon VEC also work closely with Roscommon County Childcare Committee on the Community Employment Training Scheme (CETS)
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Contact Details
Lanesboro Street, Roscommon Town,
Co. Roscommon.
Tel: 090 6634189
www.roscommonvec.ie

County Roscommon VEC congratulates 

Roscommon County Childcare Committee on 

10 successful years of working to develop the 

childcare sector in the county. We look forward 

to continuing to work with you into the future.  

Well done!!.  
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Roscommon Sports Partnership are represented on the Training, 
Childminding, Equality and Diversity Sub Committee of RCCC, and in 
addition to this we also run three major programmes in partnership with 
Roscommon County Childcare Committee to support the childcare sector.

1. Buntús Start
The Buntús Start programme provides childcare services with a 
comprehensive physical activity programme for children aged 2-5 years 
old. There is a range of learning opportunities to help develop motor, 
manipulative, co-ordination and balancing skills. These skills are so 
important for a child’s physical development as well as their health. 
Each	 service	 receives	 sports	 equipment	 and	cards	 detailing	 the	games/
activities. Following completion of the initial training, services also receive 
a Buntús Start Revisit. This is a session that is taken with the children and 
the childcare practitioners, and demonstrates games and activities that 
children can take part in. 

2. Playground Markings Scheme
This	 is	 run	 in	 coordination	 with	 the	 HSE	 and	 RCCC,	 we	 are	 offering	 the	
chance to use free of charge, our playground markings stencils, which 
include	 Hopscotch,	 A	 Maze,	 the	Snail	 Game	 and	 an	 Activity	 Circuit.	The	
stencils help to promote physical activity and play for young children.

3. National Play Day
Each year we collaborate with RCCC to help run National Playday locally in 
County Roscommon. Throughout the day there are many different events 
which take place such as playground games, dance, races, soccer and 
much more. This is a truly wonderful event for children and families and 
has grown from strength to strength each year.

Roscommon Sports Partnership

Contact Details
VEC	Offices,	Lanesboro	St
Roscommon, Co. Roscommon
www.rosactive.orgCongratulations on your 10th Anniversary. It has been a pleasure working with you to help promote physical activity opportunities for young children. Thank you for all your help, support and guidance. We look forward to working with 

you in the future. 



Community Fora represent voluntary and community groups throughout 
the county. Groups come together in order to share knowledge and 
experiences,	 promote	 development	 and	 growth,	 and,	 very	 importantly,	
provide a strong, independent, united voice for the community.

The Fora is open to a broad range of community groups and voluntary 
organisations.  Groups already participating include those involved with 
community development, community resource centres, social care, young 
people, heritage, enterprise development, employment creation, rural 
tourism groups

The Fora has a representative on  Roscommon County Childcare Committee 
which enables networking and collaboration between the Roscommon 
County Childcare Committee and the Fora. The Fora representative can be 
contacted through the Roscommon County Childcare Committee.
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Roscommon Community Fora congratulates you all on your 

10th Anniversary. It is wonderful to see the developments and 

investment in childcare facilities across communities in our county 

over the past decade and this is in no small part to the work on the 

ground of Roscommon County Childcare Committee supporting 

these projects on a daily basis. We look forward to continuing to 

work with you in the future development of childcare 

services locally. 

Contact Details
www.rosforum.ie
www.nrcf.ie
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Roscommon	County	Childcare	Committee	(RCCC)	is	one	of	33	City	/	County	Childcare	Committees	across	the	country	that	has	been	assigned	by	the	National	
Childcare Strategy as the key local component in the development of a co-ordinated approach to quality childcare.

Pobal supports the work of Roscommon CCC through the National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP) and its’ predecessor, the Equal Opportunities 
Childcare Programme (EOCP). This programme aims to assist the CCCs to carry out a range of actions outlined in their Strategic Plans and more detailed 
annual	Local	Implementation	Plans	(LIP).		Funding	is	provided	in	response	to	specific	local	needs	identified	by	RCCC	as	being	areas	of	priority	and	need	in	
the county, and to employ staff to deliver its programme of activities and engage in development work within the childcare sector at a local level. Pobal works 
closely with RCCC through a process of case management and performance dialogue to ensure that it can best meet the needs of a changing and evolving 
childcare sector in Roscommon.

Our Focus is .... Early Childhood Care & Education.
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Contact Details
Holbrook	House,	Holles	St.,	Dublin	2
Also at	Harbour	View	House,	16	Holborn	St.,	Sligo
Tel: 01 511 7000 (Dublin)
www.pobal.ie

Pobal congratulates Roscommon County 

Childcare Committee on 10 successful years of 

working to strengthen and develop the childcare 

sector in the county. Pobal looks forward to 

continuing to work with Roscommon County 

Childcare Committee.
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Funding 

Applicant	Name/Facility	Name	(if	different)/PCG/CCC App Type Grant Type Lead	Dept.	Letter	Date Approved 8

Community-Based (CB) Groups, Self-Employed (SE) Providers

Ardcarne	Community	Childcare	Services	Ltd	/	Ardcarne	Community	Playgroup CB Subvention 23/06/2014 37,388 

Ardcarne	Community	Childcare	Services	Ltd	/	Ardcarne	Community	Playgroup CB Subvention 12/03/2013 72,722 

Ardcarne	Community	Childcare	Services	Ltd	/	Ardcarne	Community	Playgroup CB Subvention 30/05/2012 23,288 

Ardcarne	Community	Childcare	Services	Ltd	/	Ardcarne	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 23/11/2011 25,875 

Ardcarne	Community	Childcare	Services	Ltd	/	Ardcarne	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 06/02/2011 16,300 

Ardcarne	Community	Childcare	Services	Ltd	/	Ardcarne	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 30/04/2009 82,700 

Ardcarne	Community	Childcare	Services	Ltd	/	Ardcarne	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 01/12/2008 20,534 

Ardcarne	Community	Childcare	Services	Ltd	/	Ardcarne	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 27/08/2008 10,267 

Ardcarne	Community	Childcare	Services	Ltd	/	Ardcarne	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 09/03/2005 92,406 

Ardcarne	Community	Childcare	Services	Ltd	/	Ardcarne	Community	Playgroup CB CCS 08/07/2014 36,330 

Ardcarne	Community	Childcare	Services	Ltd	/	Ardcarne	Community	Playgroup CB Capital 11/04/2005 7,618 

Arigna	Community	Playschool	Co.	Ltd. CB Subvention 22/06/2014 13,173 

Arigna	Community	Playschool	Co.	Ltd. CB Subvention 18/09/2013 25,772 

Arigna	Community	Playschool	Co.	Ltd. CB Subvention 01/05/2012 13,644 

Arigna	Community	Playschool	Co.	Ltd. CB Staffing 26/02/2012 15,160 

Arigna	Community	Playschool	Co.	Ltd. CB Staffing 24/10/2010 28,767 

Arigna	Community	Playschool	Co.	Ltd. CB CCS 08/07/2014 6,587 

Arigna	Community	Playschool	Co.	Ltd. CB Capital 09/08/2012 60,000 

Ballaghaderreen	Childcare	Centre	Ltd	/	Early	Learners CB Subvention 21/08/2014 10,296

Ballaghaderreen	Childcare	Centre	Ltd	/	Early	Learners CB Subvention 05/03/2013 63,538 

Ballaghaderreen	Childcare	Centre	Ltd	/	Early	Learners CB Subvention 09/05/2012 33,638 

Ballaghaderreen	Childcare	Centre	Ltd	/	Early	Learners CB Staffing 13/12/2011 37,375 

Ballaghaderreen	Childcare	Centre	Ltd	/	Early	Learners CB Staffing 06/02/2011 7,300 

Ballaghaderreen	Childcare	Centre	Ltd	/	Early	Learners CB Staffing 30/04/2009 157,400 
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Applicant	Name/Facility	Name	(if	different)/PCG/CCC App Type Grant Type Lead	Dept.	Letter	Date Approved 8

Community-Based (CB) Groups, Self-Employed (SE) Providers

Ballaghaderreen	Childcare	Centre	Ltd	/	Early	Learners CB Staffing 01/12/2008 39,000 

Ballaghaderreen	Childcare	Centre	Ltd	/	Early	Learners CB Staffing 18/02/2008 39,000 

Ballaghaderreen	Childcare	Centre	Ltd	/	Early	Learners CB Staffing 13/10/2004 175,883 

Ballaghaderreen	Childcare	Centre	Ltd	/	Early	Learners CB CCS 17/11/2014 5,434 

Ballaghaderreen	Childcare	Centre	Ltd	/	Early	Learners CB Capital 24/10/2010 26,000 

Ballaghaderreen	Childcare	Centre	Ltd	/	Early	Learners CB Capital 31/10/2006 36,000 

Ballaghaderreen	Childcare	Centre	Ltd	/	Early	Learners CB Capital 09/03/2005 15,237 

Ballyfarnon	Community	Enterprise	Group	Ltd.	/	Kilronan	Parent	Toddler	&	

Playschool Group

CB Subvention 24/03/2014 5,408 

Ballyfarnon	Community	Enterprise	Group	Ltd.	/	Kilronan	Parent	Toddler	&	

Playschool Group

CB Subvention 09/04/2013 25,265 

Ballyfarnon	Community	Enterprise	Group	Ltd.	/	Kilronan	Parent	Toddler	&	

Playschool Group

CB Subvention 13/05/2012 16,560 

Ballyfarnon	Community	Enterprise	Group	Ltd.	/	Kilronan	Parent	Toddler	&	

Playschool Group

CB Staffing 06/12/2011 18,400 

Ballyfarnon	Community	Enterprise	Group	Ltd.	/	Kilronan	Parent	Toddler	&	

Playschool Group

CB Staffing 25/04/2011 22,942 

Ballyfarnon	Community	Enterprise	Group	Ltd.	/	Kilronan	Parent	Toddler	&	

Playschool Group

CB Staffing 18/02/2008 8,000 

Ballyfarnon	Community	Enterprise	Group	Ltd.	/	Kilronan	Parent	Toddler	&	

Playschool Group

CB Staffing 15/11/2004 76,786 

Ballyfarnon	Community	Enterprise	Group	Ltd.	/	Kilronan	Parent	Toddler	&	

Playschool Group

CB CCS 26/11/2014 3,762 

Ballyfarnon	Community	Enterprise	Group	Ltd.	/	Kilronan	Parent	Toddler	&	

Playschool Group

CB Capital 23/03/2006 25,554 

Bright	Sparks	Playgroup	(Lisacul	Childcare	Ltd)	/	Bright	Sparks	Playgroup CB Subvention 22/06/2014 9,187 

Bright	Sparks	Playgroup	(Lisacul	Childcare	Ltd)	/	Bright	Sparks	Playgroup CB Subvention 22/11/2012 20,000 

Bright	Sparks	Playgroup	(Lisacul	Childcare	Ltd)	/	Bright	Sparks	Playgroup CB Subvention 13/05/2012 10,349 

Bright	Sparks	Playgroup	(Lisacul	Childcare	Ltd)	/	Bright	Sparks	Playgroup CB Staffing 21/11/2011 11,499 

Bright	Sparks	Playgroup	(Lisacul	Childcare	Ltd)	/	Bright	Sparks	Playgroup CB Staffing 25/07/2011 17,640 

Bright	Sparks	Playgroup	(Lisacul	Childcare	Ltd)	/	Bright	Sparks	Playgroup CB Staffing 09/11/2008 40,000 
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Community-Based (CB) Groups, Self-Employed (SE) Providers

Bright	Sparks	Playgroup	(Lisacul	Childcare	Ltd)	/	Bright	Sparks	Playgroup CB Staffing 31/10/2006 20,000 

Bright	Sparks	Playgroup	(Lisacul	Childcare	Ltd)	/	Bright	Sparks	Playgroup CB CCS 08/07/2014 4,593 

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra/Scramogue	Community	Playschool	Limited CB Staffing 23/03/2006 4,127 

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra/Scramogue	Community	Playschool	Limited CB Staffing 12/05/2005 9,523 

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra/Scramogue	Community	Playschool	Limited	/	

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra	Community	Playschool

CB Subvention 18/11/2014 10,811 

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra/Scramogue	Community	Playschool	Limited	/	

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra	Community	Playschool

CB Subvention 07/05/2013 20,000 

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra/Scramogue	Community	Playschool	Limited	/	

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra	Community	Playschool

CB Subvention 24/06/2012 12,324 

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra/Scramogue	Community	Playschool	Limited	/	

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra	Community	Playschool

CB Staffing 19/01/2012 5,000 

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra/Scramogue	Community	Playschool	Limited	/	

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra	Community	Playschool

CB Staffing 21/11/2007 10,000 

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra/Scramogue	Community	Playschool	Limited	/	

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra	Community	Playschool

CB CCS 26/11/2014 2,323 

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra/Scramogue	Community	Playschool	Limited	/	

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra	Community	Playschool

CB Capital 20/12/2011 189,676 

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra/Scramogue	Community	Playschool	Limited	/	

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra	Community	Playschool

CB Capital 11/05/2010 27,575 

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra/Scramogue	Community	Playschool	Limited	/	

Buttercups	Tarmonbarry/Clondra	Community	Playschool

CB Capital 19/11/2009 380,000 

Cam	Childcare	Ltd	/	Cam	Community	Playgroup CB Subvention 24/03/2014 2,803

Cam	Childcare	Ltd	/	Cam	Community	Playgroup CB Subvention 14/01/2013 20,000 

Cam	Childcare	Ltd	/	Cam	Community	Playgroup CB Subvention 02/05/2012 7,772 

Cam	Childcare	Ltd	/	Cam	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 16/01/2012 8,636 

Cam	Childcare	Ltd	/	Cam	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 30/04/2009 40,300 

Cam	Childcare	Ltd	/	Cam	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 01/12/2008 10,000 

Cam	Childcare	Ltd	/	Cam	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 12/10/2008 2,500 

Cam	Childcare	Ltd	/	Cam	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 12/12/2007 15,000 

Cam	Childcare	Ltd	/	Cam	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 15/11/2004 43,425 
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Community-Based (CB) Groups, Self-Employed (SE) Providers

Cam	Childcare	Ltd	/	Cam	Community	Playgroup CB CCS 26/11/2014 2,508 

Cam	Childcare	Ltd	/	Cam	Community	Playgroup CB Capital 27/04/2011 520,000 

Cam	Childcare	Ltd	/	Cam	Community	Playgroup CB Capital 04/05/2006 15,237 

Cam	Childcare	Ltd	/	Cam	Community	Playgroup CB Capital 15/12/2004 21,998 

Caroilin	Callery	/	Nurture’s	Best	Creche SE Capital 08/05/2012 100,000 

Castlerea	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Castlerea	Community	Playschool CB Subvention 24/03/2014 9,672 

Castlerea	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Castlerea	Community	Playschool CB Subvention 05/03/2013 43,342 

Castlerea	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Castlerea	Community	Playschool CB Subvention 21/05/2012 15,479 

Castlerea	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Castlerea	Community	Playschool CB Staffing 20/11/2011 12,500 

Castlerea	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Castlerea	Community	Playschool CB Staffing 09/11/2008 75,000 

Castlerea	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Castlerea	Community	Playschool CB CCS 25/11/2014 2,508 

Chatterland Playschool & Creche SE Capital 27/04/2011 22,500 

Chatterland Playschool & Creche SE Capital 15/12/2004 50,790 

County	Roscommon	V.E.C.	/	All	Stars	Creche	READ	Centre CB Subvention 07/05/2014 54,309 

County	Roscommon	V.E.C.	/	All	Stars	Creche	READ	Centre CB Subvention 28/07/2013 82,853 

County	Roscommon	V.E.C.	/	All	Stars	Creche	READ	Centre CB Staffing 09/11/2008 36,400 

County	Roscommon	V.E.C.	/	All	Stars	Creche	READ	Centre CB CCS 08/07/2014 48,237 

County	Roscommon	V.E.C.	/	All	Stars	Creche	READ	Centre CB Capital 05/02/2012 130,000 

County	Roscommon	V.E.C.	/	All	Stars	Creche	READ	Centre CB Capital 17/07/2006 28,869 

Croghan	Fairy	Bush	Limited	/	Croghan	Community	Centre	(The	Fairy	Bush) CB Subvention 18/06/2014 45,307 

Croghan	Fairy	Bush	Limited	/	Croghan	Community	Centre	(The	Fairy	Bush) CB Subvention 09/04/2013 63,538 

Croghan	Fairy	Bush	Limited	/	Croghan	Community	Centre	(The	Fairy	Bush) CB Subvention 18/09/2012 33,638 

Croghan	Fairy	Bush	Limited	/	Croghan	Community	Centre	(The	Fairy	Bush) CB Staffing 19/06/2012 37,375 

Croghan	Fairy	Bush	Limited	/	Croghan	Community	Centre	(The	Fairy	Bush) CB Staffing 25/07/2011 11,320 

Croghan	Fairy	Bush	Limited	/	Croghan	Community	Centre	(The	Fairy	Bush) CB CCS 08/07/2014 54,392 

Croghan	Fairy	Bush	Limited	/	Croghan	Community	Centre	(The	Fairy	Bush) CB Capital 08/11/2011 43,766 

Croghan	Fairy	Bush	Limited	/	Croghan	Community	Centre	(The	Fairy	Bush) CB Capital 13/12/2009 800,000 

Cuddles and Care SE Capital 11/05/2010 100,000 

Elphin	Childcare	Ltd	/	Elphin	Preschool	Community	Playgroup CB Subvention 24/03/2014 4,233

Elphin	Childcare	Ltd	/	Elphin	Preschool	Community	Playgroup CB Subvention 26/02/2013 34,752 
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Community-Based (CB) Groups, Self-Employed (SE) Providers

Elphin	Childcare	Ltd	/	Elphin	Preschool	Community	Playgroup CB Subvention 01/05/2012 16,560 

Elphin	Childcare	Ltd	/	Elphin	Preschool	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 18/12/2011 18,400 

Elphin	Childcare	Ltd	/	Elphin	Preschool	Community	Playgroup CB Staffing 24/10/2010 32,340 

Elphin	Childcare	Ltd	/	Elphin	Preschool	Community	Playgroup CB CCS 27/11/2014 11,750 

Elphin	Childcare	Ltd	/	Elphin	Preschool	Community	Playgroup CB Capital 24/10/2010 55,000 

Four-Mile	House	Community	Playgroup	Limited	/	Cuan	Bhride	Childcare	

Centre

CB Subvention 23/06/2014 59,022 

Four-Mile	House	Community	Playgroup	Limited	/	Cuan	Bhride	Childcare	

Centre

CB Subvention 22/07/2013 92,496 

Four-Mile	House	Community	Playgroup	Limited	/	Cuan	Bhride	Childcare	

Centre

CB Subvention 13/05/2012 47,684 

Four-Mile	House	Community	Playgroup	Limited	/	Cuan	Bhride	Childcare	

Centre

CB Staffing 05/01/2012 52,982 

Four-Mile	House	Community	Playgroup	Limited	/	Cuan	Bhride	Childcare	

Centre

CB Staffing 12/08/2010 58,500 

Four-Mile	House	Community	Playgroup	Limited	/	Cuan	Bhride	Childcare	

Centre

CB Staffing 30/04/2009 83,500 

Four-Mile	House	Community	Playgroup	Limited	/	Cuan	Bhride	Childcare	

Centre

CB Staffing 17/03/2009 10,370 

Four-Mile	House	Community	Playgroup	Limited	/	Cuan	Bhride	Childcare	

Centre

CB Staffing 12/12/2005 93,012 

Four-Mile	House	Community	Playgroup	Limited	/	Cuan	Bhride	Childcare	

Centre

CB CCS 08/07/2014 96,855 

Four-Mile	House	Community	Playgroup	Limited	/	Cuan	Bhride	Childcare	

Centre

CB Capital 26/09/2010 34,135 

Four-Mile	House	Community	Playgroup	Limited	/	Cuan	Bhride	Childcare	

Centre

CB Capital 05/03/2009 683,920 

Frenchpark	and	District	Childcare	Ltd	(formerly	Frenchpark	Community	Play-

school)

CB Subvention 23/06/2014 68,099 

Frenchpark	and	District	Childcare	Ltd	(formerly	Frenchpark	Community	Play-

school)

CB Subvention 05/03/2013 102,638 
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Applicant	Name/Facility	Name	(if	different)/PCG/CCC App Type Grant Type Lead	Dept.	Letter	Date Approved 8

Community-Based (CB) Groups, Self-Employed (SE) Providers

Frenchpark	and	District	Childcare	Ltd	(formerly	Frenchpark	Community	Play-

school)

CB Subvention 15/05/2012 54,338 

Frenchpark	and	District	Childcare	Ltd	(formerly	Frenchpark	Community	Play-

school)

CB Staffing 17/11/2011 60,375 

Frenchpark	and	District	Childcare	Ltd	(formerly	Frenchpark	Community	Play-

school)

CB Staffing 24/10/2010 53,700 

Frenchpark	and	District	Childcare	Ltd	(formerly	Frenchpark	Community	Play-

school)

CB Staffing 28/05/2009 35,417 

Frenchpark	and	District	Childcare	Ltd	(formerly	Frenchpark	Community	Play-

school)

CB Staffing 27/05/2009 228,100 

Frenchpark	and	District	Childcare	Ltd	(formerly	Frenchpark	Community	Play-

school)

CB Staffing 12/05/2005 152,369 

Frenchpark	and	District	Childcare	Ltd	(formerly	Frenchpark	Community	Play-

school)

CB CCS 14/07/2015 1,690 

Frenchpark	and	District	Childcare	Ltd	(formerly	Frenchpark	Community	Play-

school)

CB CCS 08/07/2014 116,192 

Frenchpark	and	District	Childcare	Ltd	(formerly	Frenchpark	Community	Play-

school)

CB Capital 28/03/2007 562,357 

Frenchpark	and	District	Childcare	Ltd	(formerly	Frenchpark	Community	Play-

school)

CB Capital 22/01/2007 900,000 

Happylands	Playschool SE Capital 15/01/2008 15,605 

Holly	Hocks	Creche SE Capital 27/04/2011 29,160 

Holly	Hocks	Creche SE Capital 22/07/2007 50,790 

Hopes	&	Dreams	Limited	/	Hopes	&	Dreams	Playschool CB Subvention 24/03/2014 2,513

Hopes	&	Dreams	Limited	/	Hopes	&	Dreams	Playschool CB Subvention 22/11/2012 32,370 

Hopes	&	Dreams	Limited	/	Hopes	&	Dreams	Playschool CB Subvention 02/05/2012 10,000 

Hopes	&	Dreams	Limited	/	Hopes	&	Dreams	Playschool CB Staffing 20/11/2011 11,036 

Hopes	&	Dreams	Limited	/	Hopes	&	Dreams	Playschool CB Staffing 28/09/2009 44,486 

Hopes	&	Dreams	Limited	/	Hopes	&	Dreams	Playschool CB Staffing 12/12/2005 57,585 

Hopes	&	Dreams	Limited	/	Hopes	&	Dreams	Playschool CB CCS 26/11/2014 3,762 

Hopes	&	Dreams	Limited	/	Hopes	&	Dreams	Playschool CB Capital 05/11/2014 9,644 
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Funding 

Applicant	Name/Facility	Name	(if	different)/PCG/CCC App Type Grant Type Lead	Dept.	Letter	Date Approved 8

Community-Based (CB) Groups, Self-Employed (SE) Providers

Hopes	&	Dreams	Limited	/	Hopes	&	Dreams	Playschool CB Capital 19/11/2009 20,415 

Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup	Community	Playgroup	Ltd.	/	Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup CB Subvention 24/03/2014 5,287

Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup	Community	Playgroup	Ltd.	/	Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup CB Subvention 08/01/2013 20,072 

Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup	Community	Playgroup	Ltd.	/	Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup CB Subvention 13/05/2012 10,627 

Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup	Community	Playgroup	Ltd.	/	Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup CB Staffing 21/11/2011 11,807 

Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup	Community	Playgroup	Ltd.	/	Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup CB Staffing 16/02/2010 55,100 

Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup	Community	Playgroup	Ltd.	/	Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup CB Staffing 25/03/2008 30,000 

Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup	Community	Playgroup	Ltd.	/	Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup CB Staffing 05/12/2006 12,000 

Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup	Community	Playgroup	Ltd.	/	Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup CB CCS 27/11/2014 5,016 

Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup	Community	Playgroup	Ltd.	/	Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup CB Capital 02/08/2011 8,247 

Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup	Community	Playgroup	Ltd.	/	Jack	&	Jill	Playgroup CB Capital 11/12/2008 5,000 

Linda	Madden SE Capital 08/03/2011 100,000 

Lisnamult	Residents	Association	Ltd.	/	Greenfields	Childcare	Centre CB Subvention 24/03/2014 21,854 

Lisnamult	Residents	Association	Ltd.	/	Greenfields	Childcare	Centre CB Subvention 14/01/2013 54,600 

Lisnamult	Residents	Association	Ltd.	/	Greenfields	Childcare	Centre CB Subvention 21/05/2012 42,207 

Lisnamult	Residents	Association	Ltd.	/	Greenfields	Childcare	Centre CB Staffing 21/11/2011 37,375 

Lisnamult	Residents	Association	Ltd.	/	Greenfields	Childcare	Centre CB Staffing 15/02/2010 101,761 

Lisnamult	Residents	Association	Ltd.	/	Greenfields	Childcare	Centre CB Staffing 12/12/2007 130,000 

Lisnamult	Residents	Association	Ltd.	/	Greenfields	Childcare	Centre CB Staffing 12/05/2005 44,441 

Lisnamult	Residents	Association	Ltd.	/	Greenfields	Childcare	Centre CB CCS 18/11/2014 60,357 

Lisnamult	Residents	Association	Ltd.	/	Greenfields	Childcare	Centre CB Capital 12/05/2005 191,527 

Little	Rascals	(Roscommon) SE Capital 15/12/2004 50,790 

Little	Rascals	Montessori	Pre-school SE Capital 22/04/2008 17,575 

Loughglynn	Parish	Community	Childcare	Ltd	/	Loughglynn	Parish	Community	

Childcare	Ltd

CB Subvention 22/06/2014 25,128 

Loughglynn	Parish	Community	Childcare	Ltd	/	Loughglynn	Parish	Community	

Childcare	Ltd

CB Subvention 24/04/2013 43,988 

Loughglynn	Parish	Community	Childcare	Ltd	/	Loughglynn	Parish	Community	

Childcare	Ltd

CB Subvention 09/05/2012 23,288 
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Applicant	Name/Facility	Name	(if	different)/PCG/CCC App Type Grant Type Lead	Dept.	Letter	Date Approved 8

Community-Based (CB) Groups, Self-Employed (SE) Providers

Loughglynn	Parish	Community	Childcare	Ltd	/	Loughglynn	Parish	Community	

Childcare	Ltd

CB Staffing 20/11/2011 17,823 

Loughglynn	Parish	Community	Childcare	Ltd	/	Loughglynn	Parish	Community	

Childcare	Ltd

CB Staffing 16/06/2010 59,518 

Loughglynn	Parish	Community	Childcare	Ltd	/	Loughglynn	Parish	Community	

Childcare	Ltd

CB CCS 08/07/2014 39,911 

Loughglynn	Parish	Community	Childcare	Ltd	/	Loughglynn	Parish	Community	

Childcare	Ltd

CB Capital 11/05/2010 51,370 

Loughglynn	Parish	Community	Childcare	Ltd	/	Loughglynn	Parish	Community	

Childcare	Ltd

CB Capital 13/12/2009 150,000 

Mairead	Ryan	/	Tir	Na	nOg	Creche SE Capital 09/03/2009 40,876 

Marion	Colgan	/	RIGHT	START	Pre-School	Montessori SE Capital 08/03/2011 93,000 

Mary	J.	Cuddy	/	Little	Rubies SE Capital 27/04/2011 100,000 

Naionra Realta Geal SE Capital 11/04/2005 10,133 

Nursery	Thymes	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Cloonfad	Pre-school-Nursery	

Thymes Playschool

CB Subvention 24/03/2014 13,333 

Nursery	Thymes	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Cloonfad	Pre-school-Nursery	

Thymes Playschool

CB Subvention 28/01/2013 20,186 

Nursery	Thymes	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Cloonfad	Pre-school-Nursery	

Thymes Playschool

CB Subvention 13/05/2012 10,686 

Nursery	Thymes	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Cloonfad	Pre-school-Nursery	

Thymes Playschool

CB Staffing 21/11/2011 11,874 

Nursery	Thymes	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Cloonfad	Pre-school-Nursery	

Thymes Playschool

CB Staffing 24/01/2011 16,926 

Nursery	Thymes	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Cloonfad	Pre-school-Nursery	

Thymes Playschool

CB Staffing 14/10/2009 41,300 

Nursery	Thymes	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Cloonfad	Pre-school-Nursery	

Thymes Playschool

CB Staffing 08/01/2007 12,000 

Nursery	Thymes	Community	Playschool	Ltd.	/	Cloonfad	Pre-school-Nursery	

Thymes Playschool

CB Capital 23/06/2009 13,765 

Percy	Hanly SE Capital 02/07/2010 4,837 

Roscommon	Community	Playgroup	Ltd CB Subvention 24/03/2014 7,887
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Funding 

Applicant	Name/Facility	Name	(if	different)/PCG/CCC App Type Grant Type Lead	Dept.	Letter	Date Approved 8

Community-Based (CB) Groups, Self-Employed (SE) Providers

Roscommon	Community	Playgroup	Ltd CB Subvention 28/01/2013 37,266 

Roscommon	Community	Playgroup	Ltd CB Subvention 03/05/2012 19,729 

Roscommon	Community	Playgroup	Ltd CB Staffing 04/12/2011 21,921 

Roscommon	Community	Playgroup	Ltd CB Staffing 30/04/2009 102,300 

Roscommon	Community	Playgroup	Ltd CB Staffing 18/02/2009 15,870 

Roscommon	Community	Playgroup	Ltd CB Staffing 10/11/2005 114,276 

Roscommon	Community	Playgroup	Ltd CB CCS 26/11/2014 2,383 

Sean	Carroll	/	Tangier	Tots SE Capital 16/06/2010 100,000 

St.	John’s	National	School	Pre	School	Limited	/	St.	John’s	National	School	Pre	

School Service

CB Subvention 24/07/2014 2,253 

St.	John’s	National	School	Pre	School	Limited	/	St.	John’s	National	School	Pre	

School Service

CB CCS 08/07/2014 8,281 

St.	John’s	National	School	Pre	School	Limited	/	St.	John’s	National	School	Pre	

School Service

CB Capital 05/02/2012 175,000 

Strokestown	Community	Playschool	Ltd	/	Strokestown	Community	Playschool CB Subvention 02/01/2014 7,540

Strokestown	Community	Playschool	Ltd	/	Strokestown	Community	Playschool CB Subvention 07/03/2013 31,431 

Strokestown	Community	Playschool	Ltd	/	Strokestown	Community	Playschool CB Subvention 09/05/2012 16,640 

Strokestown	Community	Playschool	Ltd	/	Strokestown	Community	Playschool CB Staffing 06/12/2011 18,489 

Strokestown	Community	Playschool	Ltd	/	Strokestown	Community	Playschool CB Staffing 28/09/2009 83,200 

Strokestown	Community	Playschool	Ltd	/	Strokestown	Community	Playschool CB Staffing 18/02/2008 64,000 

Strokestown	Community	Playschool	Ltd	/	Strokestown	Community	Playschool CB Staffing 07/08/2006 32,000 

Strokestown	Community	Playschool	Ltd	/	Strokestown	Community	Playschool CB CCS 18/11/2014 10,032 

Strokestown	Community	Playschool	Ltd	/	Strokestown	Community	Playschool CB Capital 04/06/2013 200,000 

Teresa Singleton SE Capital 22/04/2008 22,976 

The Playhouse Creche SE Capital 12/10/2005 50,790 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Subvention 22/06/2014 29,305 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Subvention 28/01/2013 52,540 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Subvention 01/03/2012 16,027 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Staffing 15/07/2012 13,099 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Staffing 17/11/2011 17,807 
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Applicant	Name/Facility	Name	(if	different)/PCG/CCC App Type Grant Type Lead	Dept.	Letter	Date Approved 8

Community-Based (CB) Groups, Self-Employed (SE) Providers

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Staffing 06/12/2010 2,600 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Staffing 30/04/2009 80,500 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Staffing 01/12/2008 20,000 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Staffing 27/05/2008 10,000 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Staffing 05/01/2005 88,882 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB CCS 08/07/2014 30,888 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Capital 04/01/2012 141,688 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Capital 04/01/2012 55,000 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Capital 24/10/2010 338,312 

Tulsk		Community	Childcare	Ltd CB Capital 05/12/2006 64,045 

Wonderyears Preschool SE Capital 05/02/2012 100,000 

Total No. of Applicants:  38 Total: 812,982,604
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Twenty years of some policies, legislation, 
development & actions...
that have impacted on the early Childhood Care & Education Sector in Ireland

1991 - 1995
1991 Child Care Act•	
1992 Ireland ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child•	
1994	The	Early	Start	pilot	project	is	introduced	to	primary	school	in	areas	experiencing	poverty•	
1995 The establishment of the Children’s Rights Alliance•	
1995 The first degree course in Early Childhood Care and Education commenced in Ireland (in University College Cork).  •	

1996 - 2000
1996 Child Care (Pre-School Services) Regulations 1996 and Child Care (Pre-School Services) (Amendment) Regulations, 1997•	
1998 Protection for Persons Reporting Child Abuse •	
1999	“Ready	to	Learn”	White	paper	on	Early	Education•	
1999 revised Primary School Curriculum •	
1999 Children First–National Guidelines for the Protection and Welfare of Children •	
1999 National Childcare Strategy Report published •	
2000 National Children’s Strategy •	
2000 Establishment of the National Chldren’s Office •	
2000 Introduction of the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme which ran from 200 - 2006•	
2000 Establishment of the National Children’s Office•	

2001 - 2005
2001 – 2002 Establishment of The National Childcare Co-ordinating Committee with its network of 33 City and County Childcare Committees •	
2001 Establishment of the National Children’s Advisory Council•	
2001 The Children Act•	
2002 Establishment of the CECDE-Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education•	
2002 Publication of ‘Our Duty to Care: the principles of good practice for the protection of children and young people’  •	
2002 Publication of the ‘Model Framework for Education, Training and Professional Development in the Early Childhood Care and Education Sector’•	
2003 Appointment of the Ombudsman for Children•	
2004 Publication of ‘Towards a Framework for Early learning’ •	
2004	Launch	of	the	National	Play	Policy	“Ready,	Steady,	Play”.•	
2004 Education for Person with Special Educational Needs Act •	
2004 The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Report•	
2005 Establishment of Office of Minister For Children (OMC) •	
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2005	Launch	of	the	National	Council	for	Special	Education	•	
2005	Launch	of	The	Irish	Childcare	Policy	Network•	
2005	Publication	of	the	report	“Developing	School-Age	Childcare”•	

2006 – 2010
2006 Publication of the National Childcare Strategy 2006 – 2010•	
2006 Publication of the Equality & Diversity Guidelines for Childcare Providers •	
2006 Publication of the National Guidelines for Childminders •	
2006 National Childcare Investment Programme•	
2006  Establishment of the Parent and Toddler Initiative as part of the NCIP 2006-2010•	
2006	Síolta,	The	National	Quality	Framework	for	Early	Childhood	Education•	
2006	Child	Care	(Pre-School	Services)	(No	2)	Regulations	2006	and	Explanatory	Guide	to	Requirements•	
2006 Establishment of the Early Years Education Policy Unit •	
2007	Establishment	of	the	Health	Information	and	Quality	Authority	(HIQA)•	
2007	Publication	of	the	Child	Care	(Preschool	Services)	(No.2)	Regulations	2006	and	Explanatory	Guide	to	Requirements	and	Procedures	for	Notification	•	
and Inspection
2008 Introduction of the Community Childcare Subvention Scheme (CCSS)•	
2009 Aistear, The Early Childhood Curriculum Framework•	
2009 Consultation on National Workforce Development Plan•	
2009 Announcement of the free preschool year – Early Childhood Care & Education Scheme•	
2009 Introduction of the Early Childhood Care and Education Scheme •	
2010 Consolidation of 3 National Childcare Schemes through local County Childcare Committees i.e Early Childhood Care & Education Scheme, Childcare •	
Subvention Scheme and Childcare Education and Training Support Scheme
2010 Changes to the Childcare Subvention Scheme introduced.  •	
2010 Introduction of the Childcare Employment and Training Support Scheme (CETS) •	
2010 Publication of the National Standards for Pre-school Services •	
2010 Publication of The Workforce Development Plan for the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) sector•	

2011
2011 In June 2011 the Minister for Children Frances Fitzgerald announced the establishment of the Department Of Children & Youth Affairs (DCYA)•	
2011 Publication of the Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children•	
2011 Publication of the National Strategic Plan 2011 – 2013: Early Childhood Care and Education Programmes•	
2011	Pre-school	Education	 Initiative	 for	Children	 from	Minority	Groups:	FETAC	Level	5	module	 in	Equality	&	Diversity	 rollout	nationally	 in	childcare	•	
services.  
2011	Launch	of	the	Literacy	and	Numeracy	for	Learning	and	Life	–	the	National	Strategy	to	Improve	Literacy	and	Numeracy	among	Children	and	Young	•	
People 2011-2020
2011 The Minister for Children & Youth Affairs indicates her intention to bring forward legislation to require statutory compliance with Children First.•	
2011	Minister	for	Justice	Alan	Shatter	publishes	the	draft	heads	/	introductory	elements	of	the	National	Vetting	Bureau	Bill,	which	will	put	the	vetting	of	•	
people working with children and vulnerable adults on a statutory basis.
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CAO Childminding Advisory Officer

CAON   Childminding Advisory Officers Network 

CCCs  City and County Childcare Committees

CCS  Community Childcare Subvention (Scheme)

CETS  Childcare Employment & Training Support (Scheme)

CMDG  Childminding Development Grant 

CPD  Continued Professional Development 

CRIISP  County Roscommon Initiative In Strategic Planning 

CSR  Corporate Social Responsibility

DCYA  Department of Children and Youth Affairs

ECCE  Early Childhood Care and Education

EOCP  Equal Opportunities Childcare Programm 

ETP		 Excellence	Through	People	

EYEPU  Early Years Education Policy Unit

FAS  Foras Aiseanna Saothair

FETAC  Further Education and Training Awards Council 

HR		 Human	Resource	

HSE		 Health	Service	Executive

IPPA  Irish Preschool Playgroup Association 

LIPs		 Local	Implementation	Plan

NCCA  National Council for Curriculum and Assessment 

NCIP  National Childcare Investment Programme

NERA   National Employment Rights Authority 

NVCO  National Voluntary Childcare Organisations 

OECD  Organisation for the Economic Co-operation and Development

P&T  Parent and Toddler Group

PR  Public Relations

PTG  Parent and Toddler Grant

QAP  Quality Assurance Programme

QDOSS  Quality, Development of Out of School Services 

QEIP  Quality Engagement Initiative Programme 

RCCC  Roscommon County Childcare Committee

RCDB  Roscommon County Development Board 

RCEB  Roscommon County Enterprise Board

RSA  Road Safety Authority 

SAC  School Aged Childcare

SIM  Social Inclusion Measures group 

UNCRC  United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 

VEC  Vocational Education Committee 

VMC  Voluntary Management Committee

WHB		 Western	Health	Board	





Roscommon County 
Childcare Committee.

Knock Road, Castlerea, Co.Roscommon
Tel: 094 96 22540
Email: info@roscommonchildcare.ie
www.roscommonchildcare.ie
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