
A path to a rewarding career
A high level of quality care and education is essential 
to support children’s learning and development. The 
early years’ educator has a pivotal role in the provision 
of this quality care and education. The quality of 
the context; the quality of processes which support 
children’s learning and development; the quality of 
children’s experiences and achievements; and the 
quality of management and leadership in diverse early 
years’ settings, are identified in government policy 
as core elements. This course further develops your 
knowledge and skills to support children’s current 
strengths, interests and abilities within the sociocultural 
context of their lives.
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Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in
Early Years Care & Education(Add-on)

This add-on programme builds students’ confidence by 
encouraging them to recognise their capabilities, experience, 

and strengths as emerging professionals.



What will I study?

Policy & Practice in the Early Years, 
Responding to Children with Additional 
Needs, Recreational & Creative Play, 
Leadership in the Early Years Setting, 
Research Project.Running your own 
Early Years Business.

Additional information
This programme is also available on a 
part-time basis.

Student Testimonial
“I have learned so much over the past 
four years. I would highly recommend 
this degree as it is incredibly interactive 
and engaging.” 
ISSE Student Survey, Early Years Care 
and Education Student
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What will I experience?
Modules on this one year add-on degree provide an in-depth 
opportunities to study policy and practice-based learning, 
preparing students to work with children, families and outside 
agencies. Field trips, workshops and academic learning help 
to develop awareness and critical evaluation of policies and 
practices in a wide variety of early years settings.

Students will learn how to critically appraise policies, procedures 
and principles in the early years care and education field. 
They will learn how to design and deliver relevant curriculum 
activities, assume responsibility for decision-making, as well as 
independently conducting primary and secondary research.

Successful completion will equip students to: apply advanced 
early years care and education knowledge, reflect as a confident 
and innovative practitioner; critically evaluate the provision of 
care and education for children 0-6 years, promote and support 
professional development of ECCE educators, and understand 
the value of research in ECCE.

What opportunities might it lead to?
The Early Years Care & Education (ECCE) field in Ireland can 
look forward to an exciting, dynamic and challenging future. 
It requires well informed leaders who are competent and 
confident in terms of education, regulation, policy, advocacy 
etc. Graduates can expect to find employment as early years 
practitioners & pre-school educators responsible for working 
directly with young children. Other roles include that of team 
leader responsible for running an ECCE room and possibly after-
school and may include an early years quality mentor.

Further study
As a graduate of this programme, you will be eligible to 
progress to postgraduate programmes such as the MA in 
Child and Youth Studies at AIT or an alternative postgraduate 
programme in another 3rd-level college. The Institute has 
initiated the process of developing a new level 9 master’s in 
this field. Full details of all postgraduate programmes at AIT are 
contained in the postgraduate prospectus.

Minimum entry requirements
Bachelor of Arts in Early Years Care and Education level 7 or an 
equivalent level 7 qualification.


