
Christmas 2020 Edition 

Roscommon CCC Weekly Bulletin for ELC and SAC services in County Roscommon 

 
 
 

 

 In this edition 

1. Christmas message from Roscommon CCC co-ordinator 

2. Roscommon CCC updates 

3. Highlights of 2020 

4. Roscommon CCC Resources 

5. Children’s page 

6. First 5  

7. Important notice/deadlines                                                                                          

8. PIP updates & Hive updates 

9. Barnardo’s Library service 

10. Tusla updates 

 

 

 

Supporting parents 

& families &the 

ELC and SAC sector  



Christmas 2020 Edition 

Roscommon CCC Weekly Bulletin for ELC and SAC services in County Roscommon 

 
 
 

Christmas Message from our local County Childcare Coordinator  

As we look forward to Christmas and the New Year and look back over the past year, we 
acknowledge it has been a really busy year for us as the local county childcare committee and for 
all those working in the Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School Age Childcare (SAC) sector.  
2020 has been an incredibly challenging year for everyone. The sudden closure of childcare services  
 In March 2020 for 12 weeks came as a surprise to all. Childcare providers in County Roscommon 
have really demonstrated their commitment to providing quality Early Learning and Care (ELC) and 
School Age Childcare (SAC) services to children and families. We also acknowledge the ongoing 
commitment of our registered childminders and parent and toddler groups. You have all continued 
to provide opportunities for inclusive play and early learning opportunities throughout 
our County. ELC/SAC services were faced with a huge amount of information and implemented a 
myriad of changes in order to reopen safely in line with public health guidelines. Many adjustments 
had to be made to physical buildings to facilitate play pods. Applications for Covid 19 capital funding 
and reopening support grants were widely availed of and welcomed throughout the county. Services 
had to become familiar with TWSCS, TWSS and EWSS to remain sustainable. In 2020, the ECCE 
programme moved from PIP to the Hive which was another learning curve and services faced all of 
these challenges while reopening during Covid-19.  
We welcomed Minister Roderic O Gorman as the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability,  
Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) and await a review of the operating and oversight model he has 
announced to support the delivery of accessible, affordable and high quality early learning care and 
school age childcare services in to the future. We also want to thank our member organisations 
locally in County Roscommon who collaborated with us in supporting the ELC/SAC sector at local 
county level, DCEDIY and Pobal. 
We would like to acknowledge that 2020, was even more difficult for people who lost a loved one 
throughout Covid 19. It is always difficult when a loved one passes and the restrictions made it even 
more sorrowful, as many family and friends were unable to be with loved ones in person.  
To all the early years’ educators/teachers/practitioners throughout County Roscommon and beyond,  
you have mentored, guided and inspired our youngest citizens throughout 2020 and our team here 
in Roscommon CCC want to wish you all the smiles in the world because you make children smile 
with your affection and care every day you greet them in to your service. 
On behalf of our Chairperson, Board and Staff team I would like to wish you all a safe and  
Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. Roscommon CCC look forward to working with 
and supporting you all again in 2021. Stay Safe and look out for each other. 
Happy Christmas and we hope that children, staff, parents and families everywhere have a 
wonderful break. 
Nollaig faoi shéan is athbhlian faoi shonas. 
Irene Cafferky County Childcare Coordinator/Manager Roscommon CCC 
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Roscommon CCC updates  
In this week's bulletin you will find the most recent announcements from DCYA and the PIP Portal. 
Please note the information in these bulletins is based on official communications from DCYA and Pobal as well as notices on PIP. 
However, information is subject to change from week to week so please check our most recent bulletin for the most up to date 
information. Don’t forget this bulletin should not replace checking PIP - it is merely a reminder of important deadlines and information. 

Some Highlights of 2020 

Roscommon CCC continued to support childcare services throughout 2020.  
Despite there being many challenges in 2020 it was also a year with many highlights. The First 5 
website contains a myraid of information for childcare services. ECCE moved from PIP to the Hive. 
Childcare services were kept up to date with children first developments and online training. 
Roscommon CCC kept all services informed of all the ongoing developments in the sector.  
The response from childcare providers in Roscommon was magnificent with all Roscommon 
childcare services open and providing childcare services to children and families in Roscommon. 
 

 
                                                                                                             

   

  

Update on: The National Child Safeguarding 

Programme; Early Learning and Care Click here for 

more information.  

Looking for Early Learning and 

Care/School Aged Childcare/ 

Childminding/Parent and Toddler 

Group Resources?  

Check out Roscommon CCC website 
www.roscommonchildcare.ie 

 

https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/childcare-providers/child-protection-and-safeguarding-for-the-early-years/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/childcare-providers/child-protection-and-safeguarding-for-the-early-years/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/childcare-providers/child-protection-and-safeguarding-for-the-early-years/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/
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Roscommon CCC 
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Roscommon County Childcare Committees remit as local agent on behalf of the 
Department of Children Disability, Equality, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) in 
County Roscommon is to assist parents and families with their childcare choices and 
support them in accessing the national childcare schemes. Our team are available to 
meet or talk with you regarding childcare subsidies and accessing the current 
childcare subsidies. 
Roscommon County Childcare Committee, Knock Road, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon 
Telephone: 0949622540 
Email: info@roscommonchildcare.ie 
Website: www.roscommonchildcare.ie 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/roscommonchildcare/ 
 
 
 
 

 

Roscommon CCC Resources        
Roscommon CCC has uploaded a variety of useful resources for services and 
parents on our resource page on our website. Recent resources include: 

 Roscommon CCC Crawl and Learn poster. Click on the poster to download 
for free. This would be a good resource to parents and service providers 

 Roscommon CCC policies and procedures guidelines and many others. 
 Think abouts on re-opening your Early Learning and Care and School Aged 

Childcare Service Support from Roscommon County Childcare Committee 
CLG 
 

This office 
will reopen 
on Monday 
4tt January 
2021 at 9am  

 

 This office will 
close on 

Tuesday 22nd 
December at 

5pm 

http://roscommonchildcare.ie/
http://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/roscommonchildcare/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/resources/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/resources/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/a-guide-to-policies-and-procedures-in-an-early-childhood-care-and-education-setting/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2-Think-abouts-reopening-your-ELC-SAC-childcare-service.pdf
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2-Think-abouts-reopening-your-ELC-SAC-childcare-service.pdf
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2-Think-abouts-reopening-your-ELC-SAC-childcare-service.pdf
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Roscommon-CCC-Crawl-Learn-Poster-Launch-150519.jpg
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Children’s page 

 
                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Christmas ideas for all the family 
Bake gingerbread men  
Go on nature walk and enjoy being outdoors  
Arts and crafts activities  
Large Jigsaw set up on table so people can go back to it at different times 
Set aside one to one time with adult or alone time 
Eat healthy and limit sugary foods to treats 

Tips on making your own Christmas cards 

1. Have good quality paper. 
2. Glue, scissors, Christmas magazines, crayons  & markers 
3. Glitter makes cards festive 
4. Make a range of different cards 
5. Avoid designs that need to be precise. 
6. Invest in good scissors. 
7. Prepare! Fold cards, pre-cut shapes, pre-print basic elements. 
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 Parents support on First 5 

The Let’s get Ready website has lots of resources for parents preparing their children to return 
to preschool/school. click here for further information. Supporting your child’s transition to primary 
school: click here for further information. Teaching new skills to children: 
Click here for further information 
 

ELC & SAC support on First 5 
 

First 5 website has a number of resources and guidance for ELC and SAC services. To access this 
information please click here  

 

Aim level 7 second Year extensions (2020 Programme) closing date Friday 18th 
December @ 1pm 

Friday 18 December 2020 CCSP/TEC saver window reopens  
Thursday 31 December 2020 Final date for expenditure under re- opening and 
Capital grants 
 

 

 

Capital Funding 2021 announcement  

The funding available for the 2021Capital Programme is €8.3million and the priority for funding is to 
support compliance of fire-safety regulations and standards. Capital grants of between €1,000 and 
€10,000 will be available to contribute to the costs of remedial works required to receive a Fire 
Safety Certificate. This certificate is required as part of the statutory regulation process undertaken 
by Tusla, the independent regulator of the sector. Click here for more information  
 

Compliance Guides for Service Providers 

Click here for more information and to download the guides. 
 

https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/1e8a3-lets-get-ready/
https://first5.gov.ie/practitioners/reopening#supporting-your-childs-transition-to-primary-school
https://first5.gov.ie/practitioners/reopening#teaching-new-skills-to-children
https://first5.gov.ie/guidance
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/capital-funding-2021-announcment/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/capital-funding-2021-announcment/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/pip-announcement-compliance-guides-for-service-providers/
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The ECCE 2020/2021 Payment Schedule has now been updated and the following changes should be 
noted: the ‘pay until’ date for the 
payment of the 20/11/2020 has 
been changed from 25/12/2020 
to 01/01/2021 

 the date the funding will be 
in the Service Providers bank in 
the first week of January is now 
Wednesday 06/01/2021 

 

                                                                                                                                                   
 

 
AIM Level 7 – Second Year Extensions and Increase in Capitation Rates 
Please see the below important updates for AIM Level 7. 

Second Year Extensions 
The application process for second year extensions for AIM Level 7 (2020 Programme) will close on 
the PIP system at 1pm on Friday, 18th December. 
After this date, if you wish to apply for AIM Level 7 support for a child who has previously been in 
receipt of Level 7 in your service, please contact your Early Years Specialist. 
Increase in capitation rates 
From Monday, 4th January 2020, the AIM Level 7 capitation rate will increase from €195 per week to 
€210 per week.  
See full announcement below 
Minister O’Gorman Announces Additional Investment for AIM Level 7 Funding 
Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, Roderic O’Gorman, T.D., today announced that additional 
funding for the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) secured in Budget 2021 will be made available from January. AIM 
payments, which enable ECCE (free pre-school) providers to support inclusion of children by reducing the adult-child ratio 
within the pre-school room, will rise by 7% from €195 to €210 per week. 

The Access and Inclusion Model supports the meaningful participation of children with disabilities in the ECCE programme. 
The ECCE State scheme, provides 2 years of free pre-school for children between 2 years 8 months and school entry. AIM 
includes seven levels of supports for children and the pre-school, one of which funds services either to reduce the number 
of children in the pre-school room or to buy in additional assistance to enable a lower adult-child ratio. This assistance is a 
shared resource for the pre-school room, ensuring children with a disability can participate, learn and socialise with their 
peers in an inclusive and supportive environment. 

Since AIM was introduced in 2016, over 11,000 children have benefited from lower adult to child ratios. This AIM support 
generally allows 2 qualified early education practitioners to work with each group of 11 children. Tens of thousands more 
children have benefited from the other supports available through the AIM programme. 

Minister O’Gorman welcomed the increase in funding stating “Every child should have access to high quality early learning 
and care. Through the award-winning Access and Inclusion Model, we can support children with disabilities in accessing 
mainstream pre-schools and help pre-schools recruit and retain qualified staff to support inclusion. This increase in funding 
is a clear sign of my Department’s commitment to continue fostering an inclusive culture, one where all children are 
supported in benefitting from early learning and care.” 

The increased capitation will be paid to early learning and care services approved for AIM additional assistance support 
from the first week of January 2021. The 7% increase will align AIM capitation rates to current ECCE capitation rates, 
which were increased by 7% in September 2018. 

https://pip.pobal.ie/Shared%20Documents/ECCE%202020-2021%20Payment%20Schedule.pdf
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NCS updates 

                 

NCS Christmas and New Year closures 
 If your service is closed over the Christmas and New Year’s period, you must mark the closures on your NCS 
service calendar on the Hive accordingly. You must also note whether it is a subsidised 
(paid) closure or not. Services are entitled to up to 10 subsidised closures per programme year if open 50+ 
weeks, and pro rata downward if open less than this. For guidance on adding closures to your NCS service 
calendar, please see the ‘Adding closures’ heading of the Service Calendar section on the Hive. 
Note: If your closure is a paid closure, you must add each day of the closure individually,  
as there is no option on the Hive portal to mark the closure as paid if you enter it as a period,  
the option is present when adding single days. 
 
Extended 2 Hour Attendance Rule for NCS 
Under the stimulus package announced in July, the Department introduced added flexibility on attendance 
rules under NCS. This change allows for 2 hours variation in attendance against registration per week without 
triggering a report. This temporary measure was introduced in  
response to the exceptional environment caused by COVID-19. This measure has been extended  
and will now last until 31st March 2021. 
 
NCS end-of-year maintenance announcement 
As it is coming up to the Christmas holidays and the end of 2020, it may be necessary to make 
important changes on your Early Years Hive portal for NCS. 
As such, the following points are covered in this announcement: 
NCS Service Calendars (adding closures) 
Non-term hours 
Bridging payments 
The ending of 52-week CHICKs/awards 
NCS end-of-year webinar (recording) 
We advise making any necessary changes as soon as possible to ensure payments under NCS are not affected. 
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Upcoming workshops for parents: 
Barnardo’s online safety webinars for parents 
Topics covered are: 
■How to talk to your child about online safety 
■Parental controls 
■Helpful websites 
■Cyberbullying and how to help your 
child  
■How to encourage digital wellbeing 
■Sexting 
■Strategies gaming and screen time 
Click here for more information.                                  
 
 
 

                                       
 
 
 
 

https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/online-safety-programme/for-parents
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Gentle Reminder to Tusla registered ELC/SAC/ Childminding Services:  
It is your regulatory obligation to inform Tusla if there are any confirmed Covid 19 cases in your 
setting 
 

 Fristund.is! – the amazing Icelandic Leisurecard scheme – A webinar  
If you missed the live webinar you can watch it back here. There is some very exciting 
news for parents in the west in this webinar!! The Western Region Drug and Alcohol 
Task Force will be getting government funding 2021 – 2023 to pilot a Leisurecard 
scheme.  

         

 

The Rufus handwashing campaign Click here for more information    
 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  

 

Childcare providers please check 
your Tusla portal to ensure you  
 have submitted all  your 
documentation for re- registration.                                        

 

https://planetyouth.ie/fristund-is-webinar/
https://planetyouth.ie/fristund-is-webinar/
https://planetyouth.ie/fristund-is-webinar/
https://planetyouth.ie/fristund-is-webinar/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/rufus-handwashing-campaign-information/

