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Sunshine Through the Rain

2020 has been a year of unprecedented events for the  Early Learning and Care

(ELC) sector. With Covid-19 lockdown taking effect from 12th March 2020,

Roscommon CCC supported ELC services throughout the lock down period

and to reopen from June 29th 2020. 

This issue of Roscommon CCC Newsletter will recap on the year so far taking

into account the challenges posed to our sector.

Roscommon County Childcare Committee CLG 2020 



There were many challenges due to Covid-19, however we adapted accordingly and responded to
these challenges in a co-ordinated manner. Roscommon CCC have liaised with local services,
DCYA/Pobal and were supported by our local partner agencies. There was no break in support to
services from Roscommon CCC whilst navigating a mix of remote working and office based work.
Up until the re-opening of childcare, Roscommon CCC were supporting services to adjust to new
practices through social distancing, the introduction of playpods and the review of policies and risk
assessments.  Roscommon CCC further supported services on a one to one basis virtually through
MS teams meeting, phone and email support. Roscommon CCC have been in contact with all 63
services in Roscommon to assist them with compliance with the Temporary Wage Supplement
Scheme (TWSS) and the DCYA Wage Supplement Childcare Scheme (WSCS). 91 % of services
signed up for the scheme. Roscommon CCC has welcomed the funding from DCYA for the ELC
sector as well as the July stimulus package to further support services as they reopen. Roscommon
CCC welcomed the First Five website and guidance supports made available to services and
continues to signpost this website when supporting services to reopen. 

I want to acknowledge the hard work and dedication that services have put in over the last few
months to reopen their services under the new guidelines. Through the preparation and work of
ELC pracitioners, parents and children can be supported through this transition of new practices
within the ELC setting. ELC practitioners have gained an expertise of knowledge in infection control
and are happy to talk with parents regarding new pracitices. Our early years providers in County
Roscommon have been busily preparing for your child’s return and are looking forward to
welcoming them back. They have had training that allows them use their professional judgement in
determining how best to comply with the public health advice while ensuring high quality practice to
support your child’s well-being, learning and development and have extensive experience in
managing infection control. Remember there is no right answer for every family so take time to talk
with your early learning and care provider and together you will find a balance that works for you
while keeping everyone as safe as possible.
 
On behalf of our team here Carmel, Martina, Sinead, Áine and myself I would also like to mention a
word of thanks to services who have sent Roscommon CCC good wishes and thanks over the last
few months. As always Roscommon CCC is only a phone call away and you can contact any
member of the team by calling 094 96 22540. Further contact details are available below. 
 
Regards
Irene Cafferky
Manager/County
Childcare Coordinator, Roscommon County Childcare Committee CLG

Foreword from Manager/County Childcare Coordinator



€6552.50 FAR funding was
allocated to 36 ELC
practitioners during the FAR
reimbursement scheme
2019/2020. The closing date
for the next quarter of the re-
reimbursement fund is 25th
September 2020. Click here
for more information.  

Tusla phase 2 of re-
registration has been
extended to December
2020.Click here for
more information.  

2020 Highlights: 

Roscommon CCC supported 
 Parent and Toddler groups to make
applications for the Parent and
Toddler Group Grant 2020. All
applications have been appraised
and Roscommon CCC will be in
touch with groups when DCYA
deem it is safe to reopen. For a list
of Parent and Toddler Groups in the
county click here. 

27 ELC practitioners
completed their Always
Children First Child
Protection training. Click
here for more information
on Always Children First. 

Roscommon CCC
supported the

reopening of 21
ELC/SAC Services on

29th June 2020.  

Reopening support payments
and reopening capital made
available to support ELC/SAC
services to re-open from June
29th 2020. Click here to find out
more information on funding
available under the July
Stimulus Funding Package for
ELC & SAC sector.

Roscommon CCC is supporting
childminders to apply for
 childminding grants to support
the re-opening and
development of their service.
Click here for more information. 

https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/first-aid-responder-training-far-updates-for-service-providers/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/first-aid-responder-training-far-updates-for-service-providers/
https://www.tusla.ie/2019-reregistration/
https://www.tusla.ie/2019-reregistration/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/3415-2/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/3415-2/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/childcare-providers/child-protection-and-safeguarding-for-the-early-years/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/press-release-from-dcya-july-stimulus-funding-package-for-elc-sac-sector/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/childminding-development-grant-2020/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/childminding-development-grant-2020/


Roscommon County Childcare Committee CLG
supporting ELC/SAC services in County
Roscommon

0 20 40 60

53 Early Learning and Care (ELC) Services  

9 School Aged Childcare (SAC) services  

1 Tusla registered Childminder  

2 Voluntary Notified Childminders  

16 Parent and Toddler Groups  

Click here to view a list of ELC/SAC services in County Roscommon. 

Re-opening the ELC sector- perspectives from ELC
services in County Roscommon

We are open since the 29th June 2020 and it has been very busy with new procedures

and concerns from parents, however we are delighted to be back in action and it has

been a successful opening. Our parents have been very co-operative in relation to

policy changes. Children are settled back in now and we have taken in our second

phase of children since the 20th July 2020.  We have made a large number of changes

to our service to accommodate the re-opening of the service and we are glad of the

funding towards this. We are hoping for clearer guidance in relation to our opening of

the service in September for example pod sizes and sharing of rooms.

Manager, Greenfields Childcare

 

Reopening on June 29th: The changes we implemented were difficult at first

but manageable. After the first week it was like we were never off. Looking

forward, its hard to know what will happen in September but for now we are

enjoying being back!!. 

Manager, Millmount Childcare.

  

Thanks Roscommon CCC for always been there when we

need advice, I really appreciate your expertise and patience 

Manager, Community Service

https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/service-providers/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/service-providers/


Below are a few visual ideas which services have implemented in preparation for
reopening

To support services to re-open, Roscommon CCC developed a
document for service providers. The document contains topics to
think about when re-opening and is updated regularly. Click here to
view Think abouts on re-opening your Early Learning and Care and
School Aged Childcare Service Support from Roscommon County
Childcare Committee CLG

https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2-Think-abouts-reopening-your-ELC-SAC-childcare-service.pdf


A message from Irene our Tusla Always Children First Trainer 
Dear Early Years Owner/Voluntary Management Committee/Manager/Staff
 
Due to current Public Health advice, the Early Years specific Always Children First Foundation Level
training is on hold.  We understand that there are many Early Learning and Care services (ELC) that
require training as certs are out of date, however in order to keep staff, children, families and communities
safe and in consultation with the national early years children first committee we have taken this decision. 
All staff, whether currently working or returning to work in the coming weeks are asked to complete the
Tusla ELearning Programme prior to welcoming children back into their services.  The programme can be
found here. Further to this, there is a short revision presentation available for all staff on the First 5 CPD
page here. Services can also refer to the Info Blasts that were circulated by me over the past couple of
months and are available on our website. Finally all services are asked to ensure that all staff are aware
with their organisation’s Child Safeguarding Policy and Procedures and are familiar with their own role and
responsibilities within the organisation should Child Protection or Welfare concerns arise. Further
information on Children First can be found on the Tusla website. 
The National Early Years Children First Programme, in conjunction with Tusla, have updated the Early
Learning and Care, Child Safeguarding Statement Template and Information Sheet. Early Learning and
Care services are encouraged to read the information sheet prior to updating their Child Safeguarding
Statement. The Template has been updated in line with all relevant Legislation and Policy and has been
approved, as a template, by the Child Safeguarding Statement Compliance Unit (CSSCU). It is imperative
that services follow all instructions on the Template and that they ensure that the risks that are identified
and the policies that are named to mitigate risks are specific to their service. This Template has been taken
and updated from the publication ‘Developing a Child Safeguarding Statement; A Guide for Early Years
Services in Ireland’.  This document is also currently under review and an updated version will be published
in the coming months. As always ELC services can refer to the relevant Tusla publications for support
which can be found at the following links. 
If you or any member of staff in your service has any further queries in relation to Always Children First
training please contact me or any member of our team at Roscommon County Childcare Committee or
email training@roscommonchildcare.ie
Regards
Irene Cafferky
County Childcare Coordinator/Manager & Always Children
First National Trainer

Reminder to services:
Friday 28 August 2020 
Covid-19 Capital grant applications close 
For services who re-contract to NCS 2020/21 on/before 31st August 2020,  there will be no break to
payments based on valid registrations/claims. These services will continue to be paid for the 2020/21
programme call until the 22nd August 2021.
For any services that do not renew their contract by 31st August, claims will continue to be paid on
valid registrations up to week beginning 31st  August 2020 (based on the weekly returns, payments will
continue to the 6th Sept 2020). All claims will be end-dated after 31st August 2020.  
Where a Service renews their NCS contract after the 31st August deadline they will be required to
create new claims for Children registered in their Service.
ECCE Registrations open - 17th August 2020
Before registrations can commence: (1) Service calendars and fees lists must be submitted before
registrations can be approved (2) Services must have signed the ECCE Funding Agreement 2020-2021
ECCE Payments – 21st August 2020 
Important:  If services wish to be included in the first batch of preliminary payments, services must come
into contract prior to COB 17th August 2020.  Preliminary payment for ECCE will be made to the bank
account associated with ECCE on the Early Years Hive.

https://www.tusla.ie/children-first/children-first-e-learning-programme/
https://first5.gov.ie/practitioners/continuing-professional-development
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/
https://www.tusla.ie/children-first/
https://www.tusla.ie/children-first/publications-and-forms/
https://www.tusla.ie/children-first/publications-and-forms/


 
Funding for ELC/SAC/ Childminders and Parent and Toddler groups also
changed during the course of 2020. Capital funding made available for
2020 saw  2 reopening support grants being made available to all
ELC/SAC services reopening following their closure due to covid-19. Click
here for more information on re-opening support grants available. 

Childminders are also eligible to apply for two grants to support their reopening and development of their
childminding service. Reopening grants are opened for applications until August 28th 2020. Click here for
more information.  Parent and toddler group grants have been placed on pause until groups reopen. 

FAR reimbursements have changed also to reflect participants new way of Continuous
Professional Development online. The closing date for the next quarter of the re-
reimbursement fund is 18th September 2020. Click here for more information.

Parents, Did you know that the Subsidy Calculator is a tool which can help you to
estimate how much you may be eligible for before you apply for the National
Childcare Scheme. The estimate is based on the information you provide. Please
see the Terms and Conditions for further details.

NCN and DCYA have put together a Lunch box infographic and a leaflet to do with Healthy Little
Lunches for parents of children returning to school and pre-school. 

Supporting your child's emotional well-being on their return to Early Learning and Care.

Talking to your children and young people about Covid-19 (Advice for Parents and Schools 

Important Change in NCS Hours Available to Parents from 7 September 2020

Additional funding was secured last year under Budget 2020 for enhancements to be made to the
National Childcare Scheme. From September 2020, the maximum number of subsidised hours
available to families will increase from 40 to 45 hours per week.

In addition to these 5 hours, the maximum “wraparound” hours for primary school children will also
increase by one additional hour. From September 2020, children in Junior and Senior Infants can avail
of up to 23 wraparound hours per week in term time (previously 17), and children in 1st to 6th class
can avail of up to 18 wraparound hours per week in term time (previously 12). Click here for more
information. 

https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/press-release-from-dcya-july-stimulus-funding-package-for-elc-sac-sector/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/press-release-from-dcya-july-stimulus-funding-package-for-elc-sac-sector/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/childminding-development-grant-2020/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/childminding-development-grant-2020/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/first-aid-responder-training-far-updates-for-service-providers/
https://www.ncs.gov.ie/en/
https://www.ncn.ie/index.php/for-parents?mc_cid=9a6456ab1e&mc_eid=2168675445
https://www.ncn.ie/index.php/for-parents?mc_cid=9a6456ab1e&mc_eid=2168675445
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/supporting-your-child-on-their-return-to-early-learning-and-care-final-1.pdf
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/talking-to-children-and-young-people-about-covid-19-coronavirus-advice-for-parents-and-schools.pdf
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/talking-to-children-and-young-people-about-covid-19-coronavirus-advice-for-parents-and-schools.pdf
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/important-change-in-ncs-hours-available-to-parents-from-7-september-2020/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/important-change-in-ncs-hours-available-to-parents-from-7-september-2020/


Supports for ELC and SAC Services
In late July, Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration, Roderic O’Gorman T.D. announced
a package of measures to support the Early Learning and Care and School-Age Childcare sector as
remaining services reopen in late August / early September. Click here to view the latest COVID-19
Sustainability Support Funding update. 
Infection Prevention and Control Guidance 
The Department of Children and Youth Affairs has been working with the Health Protection Surveillance
Centre (HPSC) to revise and update its Infection Prevention and Control Guidance for Early Learning
and Care and School Age Childcare Settings Operating during Covid. 
Key Messages for School Age Care
The Department has also published Key Messages for School Age Childcare. While the HPSC guidance
is relevant to both Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School Age Childcare (SAC), the Key Messages
document highlights parts of the Guidance which are of particular relevance to SAC services.
Review of Operating Model of ELC and SAC
Minister O’Gorman has announced a review of the operating and oversight model used to support the
delivery of accessible, affordable and high quality early learning care and school age childcare services.
Click here for more information on Programme of consultation on a Workforce Development Plan and a
new Funding Model for early learning and care and school-age childcare 
Consultation on Child Care Act 1991
The Department of Children and Youth Affairs is inviting written submissions on its initial proposals to
amend the 1991 Child Care Act.  A consultation paper is available.
Tusla Corporate Plan 
Tusla are developing our next Corporate Plan 2021 – 2023 and to help inform its development and want
to know what matters to you in improving child protection and welfare services in Ireland. Click here to
make a submission and/or complete their survey. 

Roscommon CCC have received the following clarification from Tusla regarding Tusla registration
Q: If my service is proposing to move from mainly indoor to outdoor preschool provision in the
same premises, do we need to complete a Tusla Change in Circumstances form (CIC)

A:  If a service is looking to make a temporary change to facilitate COVID 19 which doesn't
change their registration status then a CIC is not required.
If a service wants to make a more permanent change to service then yes then they need to go
through a CIC. 

Currently there is no requirement to inform Tusla of moving more outdoors then indoors if there is
no change to service type, numbers of children or age profile.

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/1062d-july-stimulus-funding-package-for-early-learning-and-care-elc-and-school-age-childcare-sac-sector/?mc_cid=9a6456ab1e&mc_eid=2168675445
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/pip-announcement-covid-19-sustainability-support-funding-14-august/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/pip-announcement-covid-19-sustainability-support-funding-14-august/
https://first5.gov.ie/userfiles/files/download/035ced0228b46a3d.pdf?mc_cid=9a6456ab1e&mc_eid=2168675445
https://first5.gov.ie/userfiles/files/download/867b0588ef1b688f.pdf?mc_cid=9a6456ab1e&mc_eid=2168675445
https://first5.gov.ie/userfiles/files/download/867b0588ef1b688f.pdf?mc_cid=9a6456ab1e&mc_eid=2168675445
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/163fc-minister-ogorman-initiates-review-of-childcare-operating-model/?mc_cid=9a6456ab1e&mc_eid=2168675445
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/45130-programme-of-consultation-on-a-workforce-development-plan-and-a-new-funding-model-for-early-learning-and-care-and-school-age-childcare/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/45130-programme-of-consultation-on-a-workforce-development-plan-and-a-new-funding-model-for-early-learning-and-care-and-school-age-childcare/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/de015-minister-ogorman-launches-consultation-on-child-care-act-proposals/?mc_cid=9a6456ab1e&mc_eid=2168675445
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/14c93-review-of-the-child-care-act-1991-july-2020-consultation-paper/?mc_cid=9a6456ab1e&mc_eid=2168675445
https://www.tusla.ie/about/corporate-plan-2021-to-2023/
https://www.tusla.ie/about/corporate-plan-2021-to-2023/


Contacting Roscommon CCC

Just a reminder that we are all taking phone calls – the main landline number rings through to our
mobile phones. If your call isn’t answered, it may be because we are having a short meeting or
dealing with another service. Please leave a voicemail and we will get back to you. 
Our contact details are still 0949622540 Click here for more information.

Roscommon CCC website

Roscommon CCC Facebook

Roscommon CCC Instagram

Roscommon CCC twitter

STAY SAFE  

ROSCOMMON CCC TEAM 

Best wishes to all ELC/SAC services

who have re-opened and those

reopening in the coming weeks!!

Roscommon CCC Crawl and Learn poster. Click here to download for free. This would be a good
resource to parents and service providers. You may like to give this resource to parents. 

Roscommon County Childcare Committee CLG Guide to Policies and Procedures in the Early
Childhood Care and Education Setting

Roscommon CCC website is updated regularly with the up to date news and reminders. Roscommon
CCC has also uploaded a variety of useful resources for services and parents on our resource page
on our website. Recent resources include:

Roscommon CCC Resources 

https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/contact-us/
http://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/roscommonchildcare/
https://www.instagram.com/child.ross/
https://twitter.com/Ros_Childcare
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Roscommon-CCC-Crawl-Learn-Poster-Launch-150519.jpg
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/a-guide-to-policies-and-procedures-in-an-early-childhood-care-and-education-setting/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/resources/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Roscommon-CCC-Crawl-Learn-Poster-Launch-150519.jpg

