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Reopening Ireland   
 

From Monday 8 June, under Phase two of the Government’s 

reopening plan, you are advised to stay local and avoid unnecessary 

journeys. To stay safe, you need to limit where you go and limit the 

number of people you meet. In particular, we all need to work together 

for the overall safety of all residents in your centre.  

Thank you for all your help and understanding. 
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Irish Refugee Protection 

Programme  - irpp@justice.ie 

 

 HSE Guide to Hand 

Hygiene (Arabic) 

 HSE Guide to 

Prevention Spread 

(Arabic) 

 HSE Covid-19 

Information Booklet 

(Arabic) 

 

 

 

Update from the Director of the Irish 

Refugee Protection Programme, Ms 

Eibhlin Byrne. 
 

As we emerge from lockdown and hopefully begin to enjoy life post 

Covid I hope that we can all look forward to better times ahead.  The 

long summer evenings should help and, as restrictions ease, we will 

hopefully be able to engage in more activities.  We’ll have to get 

used to socially distancing which will unfortunately be a part of our 

lives for some time to come but we can manage that. Is feidir linn 

(We can do it).  

Our IRPP team are looking forward to meeting you all again in 

person. In particular, we are looking forward to beginning 

resettlements.  I know that many of you are anxious to finally reach 

your new homes and our colleagues in the different Local Authority 

areas are ready to welcome you. We’re nearly there….just a few 

more weeks we hope. 

To those who have supported residents in EROCs, provided services 

in the community or in EROCs, arranged activities, provided 

healthcare and catering facilities, assisted with education and 

childcare, to members of community groups and An Garda Síochána 

who assisted us during lockdown our very sincere thanks. 

They say that the darkest hour is before the dawn.  We have 

certainly come through some very dark times together.  We cannot 

imagine the trauma suffered by those of who have survived conflict 

in Syria but I hope that our shared experience of Covid 19 will 

remind us that we are a very diverse community with skills and 

experiences to bring to each other.  We have tackled a pandemic 

together, so let’s keep that unity going and build the better future 

dawn that we’re all hoping for. 

      Eibhlin 

 

Welcome 

 

 

Useful websites 

and email 

mailto:irpp@justice.ie
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/partner-resources/covid-19-translated-resources/hand-hygiene-arabic.pdf
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/partner-resources/covid-19-translated-resources/hand-hygiene-arabic.pdf
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/partner-resources/covid-19-translated-resources/covid-19-how-to-prevent-arabic.pdf
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/partner-resources/covid-19-translated-resources/covid-19-how-to-prevent-arabic.pdf
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/partner-resources/covid-19-translated-resources/covid-19-how-to-prevent-arabic.pdf
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/partner-resources/covid-19-information-booklet-arabic.pdf
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/partner-resources/covid-19-information-booklet-arabic.pdf
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/partner-resources/covid-19-information-booklet-arabic.pdf
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/partner-resources/covid-19-translated-resources/covid-19-how-to-prevent-arabic.pdf
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THE VIEW FROM CLONEA 
 
Due to Covid 19 the attitude of the residents has remained positive even though obviously schools 

are closed, the freedom to cycle the greenway, take shopping trips when they needed to and general 

normal lifestyle schedule like everyone in Ireland has been put on hold. 

When Ramadan was present it seemed easier on our residents as they had prayer sessions, sleep 

and rest for most of the day until they could celebrate at night with their fast breaking feasts. 

Now that sleep patterns have become more to the norm it is great to see all our residents keeping 

up with their studies with the help of the WWETB teachers whom have been preparing and 

correcting English lessons. 

We have exercise classes 4 days a week for children, Ladies and gents which are beginning to get 

popular again after the Ramadan month off, with PE for the children, weights and circuit classes for 

both sets of adults. 

We even had one of our off site primary school children complete a virtual run online with his 

classmates and received a medal of completion. 

Shopping trips once a week are back and that small luxury albeit togged out in gloves and masks has 

given everyone a bit of independence again. The weather has been a big factor also, now the past 

few days the sun has been glaring, with our location right on the strand and the beach open to 

patrons again, and a lot of the residents have spent hours swimming, making sand castles and 

playing football. 

The children had fun too  

It would be easy for our residents to get cabin fever or even staff in the current climate of 

uncertainty but we are optimistic and can see light at the end of the tunnel. Hopefully news of 

housing and travel restrictions easing will come in the next two phases and we can let our Syrian 

guests start their proper Irish adventure in their new  homes.
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Hello to all the wonderful families here in the EROC in Ballaghaderreen. As you know, we love to 

share the adventures and activities of The Growing Tree with you all. 

We have found the lack of communication and the lack of contact with our children very difficult and 

so we decided to create a Facebook page, to keep in touch. We were amazed at your positive 

reaction to our page and your enthusiastic participation every day and we thank you for that. You 

are the reason the Facebook page has been so successful.  

We continued with our school themes, that we would be following during school times, and you 

helped your children create so many amazing activities. Your children are so beautiful and talented 

from singing and dancing to painting and colouring. I was truly overwhelmed with the many pictures 

you all posted to our Facebook page, of your childrens’ magical and brilliant creations.                           

From Easter bunnies to Easter eggs; from our caterpillars to our stunning butterflies; from buzzing 

friendly bees to the most colourful flowers; from the very peaceful Ramadan to the celebrations 

 
of Eid al-Fitr. We can see the children are enjoying working with all the different arts and crafts and I 

will make sure to keep supplying you with the essential art materials they require. 

We miss each and every one of the children…..we miss their smiles, their laugh, their individuality 

and most of all their hugs!! We miss seeing you all. Currently we are working hard in the back-

ground, preparing for our return to school. All going well, we plan to reopen the doors of The 

Growing Tree on July 20th and we are very excited. So, in the meantime, keep the children busy with 

their activities, keep posting your wonderful pictures to our Facebook page and most importantly 

keep safe and happy!! 

Love, 

Evonne, Orlagh, Maria and Tara 

xxxx 
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 Pauline a Resettlement Support 

Worker in Wicklow told us about a ‘’growing’’ hobby in the Garden of 

Ireland………….  

 

’’Gardening has proven to be a big hit with some of the families in Wicklow. It has allowed for 

creativity, ingenuity and mutual support to flourish. The transformations in some gardens is worthy 

of Bloom!’’ Sami told us about his masterpiece: 

“Hi, I am Sami.  I have some building experience, but my main profession is a tiler. My wife has good 

experience in interior design, collectively, we kept trying ideas. We had a desire to consume fresh 

vegetables from our garden, then the idea of painting the walls, so when I started painting the walls I 

went to Aldi and I saw this kind of timber which I liked, so I started imagining where this might fit. I 

bought it, painted it and discussed ideas with my wife of what would be best for our garden.  If we 

want to do something good, all we need is smart ideas and time.  I am happy to help anyone else 

who needs my services including volunteering.” 

 
 

Other families also caught the gardening bug…………. 

Meanwhile, gardeners were not confined to the foot print of their gardens and vertical gardens were 

also developed. 
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“Hi All, I love gardening and any work that has to do with nature. When I came to Ireland I had the 

idea of planting fruit and veg to see if it works well with the Irish climate. I planted Strawberries, 

Lettuce, Potatoes, Fava Beans, Tomatoes, Cucumber, Aubergines, Peppers. I also planted herbs such 

as Corriander, Mint and Parsley. My aim is to consume organic fruit ad veg from my own garden. If 

this works, I would love to build poly tunnels to plant even more variety.” 
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