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Contacting Roscommon CCC

Just a reminder that we are all taking phone calls – the main landline number rings through to our
mobile phones. If your call isn’t answered, it may be because we are having a short meeting. Please
leave a voicemail and we will get back to you. 
Our contact details are still 0949622540.
Dial 1 for Martina Towey, Administrator. 
Dial 2 for Carmel Dunne, Childcare Development Officer.
Dial 3 for Sinead McQuaid, Childcare Development Officer. 
Dial 4 for Áine Mannion, Childcare Development Officer. 
Dial 5 for Irene Cafferky, Roscommon CCC Manager/Co-ordinator. 
Alternatively you can email a staff member on the following email addresses: 
Martina Towey admin@roscommonchildcare.ie 
Carmel Dunne carmel.dunne@roscommonchildcare.ie
Sinead McQuaid cdo4@roscommonchildcare.ie 
Áine Mannion cdo5@roscommonchildcare.ie 
Irene Cafferky irene.cafferky@roscommonchildcare.ie

Roscommon CCC Update

In this week's bulletin you will find the most recent 
announcements from the DCYA and the PIP Portal in relation to the DCYA 
Temporary COVID-19 Wage Subsidy Childcare Scheme.
Please note the information in these bulletins is based on official communications
from DCYA and Pobal as well as notices on PIP. However, information is subject to change
from week to week so please check our most recent
bulletin for the most up to date information. Don’t forget this bulletin should not
replace checking PIP - it is merely a reminder of important
deadlines and information.

When reviewing roles within your service click on the link  for information on designated liaison person
(DLP) which will guide you in determining who might be best suited as the primary contact for all staff
who have child protection and welfare concerns. If you would like further support you can contact Irene
on our team who is a national children first trainer 0n 0949622540 or email
irene.cafferky@roscommonchildcare.ie
 

Zoom Meeetings with Services 
Roscommon CCC staff are available to offer your service virtual face to face advice and
support through the medium of Zoom. We will be in contact with services over the coming
weeks to arange possible Zoom netweork meetings to support you and your services. 

The Role of Designated Person/Deputy Designated Person in an
Early Learning and Care Service

https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/the-role-of-designated-person-deputy-designated-person-in-an-early-learning-and-care-service/?fbclid=IwAR1m-EXoa6oTvmETWXzPdc8oFK5jzaNBqh6ZUFZjELAkOSpKhMxJZYGzWGg
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/the-role-of-designated-person-deputy-designated-person-in-an-early-learning-and-care-service/?fbclid=IwAR1m-EXoa6oTvmETWXzPdc8oFK5jzaNBqh6ZUFZjELAkOSpKhMxJZYGzWGg


Roscommon CCC Resources 

Roscommon CCC Crawl and Learn poster. Click on the poster to
download for free. This would be a good resource to parents and
service providers
Roscommon CCC policies and procedures guidelines and many
others. 

Roscommon CCC has uploaded a variety of useful resources for
services and parents. on our resource page on our website.  Recent
resources include:

https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Roscommon-CCC-Crawl-Learn-Poster-Launch-150519.jpg
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/a-guide-to-policies-and-procedures-in-an-early-childhood-care-and-education-setting/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/resources/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/resources/


 

 

The Minister chaired a meeting of the Advisory Group on re-opening of early learning and care and
school-age service on Tuesday afternoon. 
The Minister, Department and Advisory Group understand the necessity to provide ongoing information
on this work and set out some updates below. 
Survey and Call for Submissions
In order to capture key data to inform planning for the re-opening, the Department is planning a phone
survey of providers. With the support of Pobal and Better Start, a survey will first be administered to
providers that normally operate in July and August. A survey to remaining providers will follow thereafter.
Calls to providers that normally operate in July and August will begin in the week commencing 25 May. 
With the purpose of obtaining the views of the sector on the re-opening of services, the Department is
also issuing a Call for Submissions to providers and practitioners. A link to this Call for Submissions will
be circulated to you in the coming days.
This will provide the Department with important and up to date information regarding services and will
inform re-opening plans. Therefore, your participation is strongly encouraged and appreciated. 
Advisory Group and Provider Reference Group
Acknowledging the expertise and experience of the sectoral representatives on the Advisory Group, the
Minister is proposing to supplement this with a provider reference group, which will include
representatives of other groups not on the Advisory Group. It is hoped to organise a meeting of the
Reference Group next week. We would encourage providers and practitioners to feed in through the
sector representatives on the Advisory Group to ensure your concerns and solutions are brought
forward. Representation is via the Association of Childhood Professionals (ACP), the National Childhood
Network (NCN), the National Forum for Community Childcare Services, Seas Suas (an organisation
representing independent providers), Early Childhood Ireland (ECI), Plé (an organisation representing
higher education institutions in early childhood studies), SIPTU and Childminding Ireland. 
Work plan
A draft work plan covering all the work that is required to facilitate the 29 June reopening and 20 July
expansion was presented to the Advisory Group and working groups are being established to progress
initial work streams within set timelines.  
Public health advice
Public Health advice is beginning to be received and the Department should be in a position to make
some guidance available in the coming days.  
The Minister and the Department will continue to work with sector representatives and are grateful to the
Advisory Group for their commitment to solutions focussed engagement on this matter. 
The Department has asked funded organisations to ensure that they are available to support you with
return to work preparations. In particular, City and County Childcare Committees will act as a local
support hub and focus on reopening supports. Early Childhood Ireland will focus on HR supports for all
providers. Childminding Ireland will engage and support childminders specifically. Other support
organisations are operating as normal and contributing to resource development. 
We would appreciate if you would share this correspondence with your employees. 

DCYA updates 

Services usually open in July & August should have received the following
letter and survey from DCYA :

https://first5.gov.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/lets-play-ireland/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-children-and-youth-affairs/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-children-and-youth-affairs/


The CCSP Finance and Impact returns for April 2020 returns are now available for completion on
Pobal Online. Please be aware the deadline for submitting the completed return is Friday, 12th June.
“As advised previously, the DCYA would like to emphasise the importance for all community services
to continue to complete and submit FIRs to Pobal voluntarily going forward. These returns provide
essential information that allows DCYA and Pobal to identify and help services to resolve problems.
They also act as an informative tool for services in the effective planning of their financial future and
highlight the effect of closure due to COVID-19 on community services.
FIRs are a key component of the assessent process for accessing sustainability funding. Services
which continue to keep up-to-date FIRs and encounter a sustainability issue will therefore experience
an expedited funding request process, as Pobal’s Case Management team will be better equipped to
assess the service’s request for funding.”
If you require any assistance in completing the return, please contact your Roscommon CCC
Childcare Development Officer.

  
 

 CCSP April 2020 returns 20th May 2020

Letter from Minister Zappone on establishing an Advisory Group of the EY Forum & ToR
16th May 2020
 
Attached letter from Minister Zappone on the establishment of the Advisory Group along with the
Terms of Reference for the Advisory Group issued to ELC & SAC providers on 15 May 2020.

PIP Updates 

IMPORTANT: TWSCS Application Form and Payment
 
Please be aware that this week’s payment under TWSCS is another preliminary payment. This will be
made to all services who accepted the funding agreement and submitted an application form by
Tuesday, 19th May.
The reason for having another preliminary payment this week is due to a significant number of
applications being made with potentially inaccurate information.
Pobal will be in contact with the providers whose applications appear to be inaccurate from our
checks. However, we ask that services please review their submissions to ensure they are correct and
entered in line with the Application Guidance Document provided. Refer to Step 6 - Reviewing a
submitted Application Form on how to edit and resubmit the form.
Providers who have failed to give accurate information may risk delays in their payments. Three main
areas to consider are:
Gross pay figure not in line with ARNWP
The figure provided as the average gross weekly payroll costs for January and February for all
employees who were employed for the purposes of childcare provision on the application form should
be in line with the net weekly pay information provided for employees. See Step 4 of the Guide
Document for more information.
Organisations with multiple services
Services were directed to ‘complete an application form for each service’. Please ensure that all
application forms for each service in your organisation have a status of submitted when all updates
are complete. See Step 3 of the Guidance Document for more information.
Services marked as having employees but no employee data submitted
Services were asked whether they had employees on the payroll in the period since 6 April, who are
employed by you for the purpose of childcare provision. If the answer is yes, you must enter payroll
information on each individual employee before submitting the final application form. The opposite of
this scenario is also true, if a service selects no for this questions, then they should not include any
employee information on the application form. See Step 2 of the Guidance Document for more
information.
Final payments will now be made to all services who have correctly submitted the application form by
1pm on Tuesday, 26th May. Incorrectly submitted applications will be issued a further preliminary
payment.

https://pip.pobal.ie/Shared%20Documents/Ltr%20to%20Providers%20re%20Covid-19%20Measures%2015052020.pdf
https://pip.pobal.ie/Shared%20Documents/Advisory%20Group%20ToR.pdf


Roscommon CCC website

Roscommon CCC Facebook

Roscommon CCC Instagram

Roscommon CCC twitter

STAY SAFE  

Additional Resources  

FAR training subsidy
Earlier this week we emailed you about the extension to the FAR training subsidy. In light
of the current situation, Tusla have pushed back the requirement to have FAR trained
staff on site until 2021. The DCYA have extended the payment of the FAR subsidy to the
end of 2020. Click here for more information. 

 
Please click on the links below for access to additional resources to support your service:

First Five Continuing professional development resources for practitioners.
 
 National Aistear Siolta Practice Guide - Transitions

Mo Scéal - Transitions to primary school 

Donegal CCC- Transition documents for Early Educator & Parents  

http://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/roscommonchildcare/
https://www.instagram.com/child.ross/
https://twitter.com/Ros_Childcare
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/important-announcement-for-services-far-training-and-the-covid-19-restrictions/
https://www.roscommonchildcare.ie/important-announcement-for-services-far-training-and-the-covid-19-restrictions/
https://first5.gov.ie/practitioners/continuing-professional-development
http://www.aistearsiolta.ie/en/Transitions/
https://ncca.ie/en/early-childhood/mo-sc%C3%A9al
https://ncca.ie/en/early-childhood/mo-sc%C3%A9al
https://www.donegalchildcare.com/2020/05/21/dcccs-new-transitions-documents-for-early-educators-parents/?fbclid=IwAR2k-bcIHl1kNrCwVo8Eh93SIoBlZ3-V5rt5tzK1Yz7vFsfh7m_JxhMXt04
https://www.donegalchildcare.com/2020/05/21/dcccs-new-transitions-documents-for-early-educators-parents/?fbclid=IwAR2k-bcIHl1kNrCwVo8Eh93SIoBlZ3-V5rt5tzK1Yz7vFsfh7m_JxhMXt04

